— 


rumrED BY r. GILLET/ CROWN COURT, FLEET runter; 
ſold at Su 


- JOURN. 
- THROVGH | Fon, 
H OF ENGLAND 


* 


8 2 
2 Et! 
- ** . 7 $775 x : 1 - 
0 = 4 £ * 
3 2 . 0 f : 


5 AND PARTS OP | . 1 Oe Os EE, 


.__ SCOTLAND , 
-. SCOTLAND” , 


EWING THE ORIGIN OF THESE DISPUTES, AND THE cavers.. | „ 
eons: OF THEIR SEPARATION. + oo 8 


: EN ol . E T&F : ; 72 £ . Fad. - 55 N. 
: 5 a Er B55 3 5 a * 
R ; ; * 1 12 , 4 7 37 2 4 
f 5 ; be 


© Same Remarks 0 on the Proriey of whatis 


Chapel : alſo by T. Cu Fleet Street; 


Me. 


2 Bm 


Court 


OcLe, 


1 and 
Gore and Mr. Geras, 


*% 


©, and Mr. Ooun, . 2 ; 


; Mar rang 
'3-Inn-Lane; Mr. Pius, wen | n- 
r. Wi $1n50Ng near the Tabemacſe ; hs 


BD 


erm 


* 
my 
& > 
F 
8 
4 
* 
a 


Eg te 
* - 
as # 
+ . 
0 * 
* aff. 
p * | 
& * as 4 2 * * ** * * * 5 * f 
« * 5. 5 - oe * 1 z 
E's © ms — 
4 F | 8 1 "_ 5 1 0 1 : 2 5 « if 7 ” a 
Wu ; ; 
ATTEMPTED IN EASY. LANGUAGE, 
* 
1 
© # 
* 
. N 
4 # 
BN 4 
” * 
* - 
- 
3 5 
„ 
* 4 
* 
* 7 
# 
9 5 
— * * 
2 
* 
@ # 
FE , 
Mow, i 
8 
8 15 
PPP 
W 2 en Cond we cob. ru. 8 15 * we . he e 2 n ee N 
* nm Fs 
7 
: 1 
* * 0 3 
2 * * — 1 
5 4 
1 n * ab my * % > # 1 „ * . £# 5 a * * 4 * 4s 
* * Me * 4 * 6. 
I .. 4 £ » x 8 5 * 4 1 & 7 6 
a * pong SS ? Y e £ + TIN i SC 7. £ by A, a 
* N F $ A 
* * 1 
* 4 . 7 - * # 
4 * 9 * Li 5 5 * 
> | : "3 
* N 
I 7 +* 3 : * 8 > * D 1 
ks ae 7 b ug 8 8 23 4 
, 4 - 45 y "Ihe. 4 s I © 3 * $% 
; * a, 2 * ; 
: 1 - 
E 4 MN 


* Ss mig . 


# 


PS 
* 


* 


E 
* a 
4 : l er #, z 
2 
4 OY 
a 4 the 1 
4 * . 4 . 
= 4 7 
* # 
* ; * 15 „ ; 4 p 
> * . » ; ; 2 
. 15 
, * 
#5 Z 4 4 
*. 
al EDINBURGH.” : 
3 2 
Fa” * 
; : Es * * b r J 
: TER. : 4 
* %* 
| DBAR SIR, „„ 
( As it was by your invi 


tion I ventured upon my late viſit 
Scotland, I further comply with your, 
_ requeſt in printing my Journal, for 
public inſpection, together with ſuch 
ſtrictures and remarks as have occurre 
during my ſtay in thoſe parts. 725775 
Having previouſlyentertained a 
opinion of the ſtate of religion and re- 
ligious knowledge in the North, n 
know, by my correſpondence with yo! 
and your Brother, with what caution 1 
Was u to undertake the jour- 
1 always conceived, that 
had made their 
yet that the 
intereſt was attended with a ſuperior 


4 


_ N N 


grieved to find the cauſe of religion ſo 


9 
( vi ) 
* VI 


77 glory in oppoſition to all the attempts 7 
of the mere heathen moraliſt; or others, 
the more avowed enemies of the Goſ- 


| pel. 


* 


On my arrival in Edinburgh, 1s 


much below the ſtandard I had con- 


ceived. I obſerved, with regret, that 


good men, fettered by the trammels of 


education, or by the laws of their dif- 
ferent churches, by no means exerted ' 


themſelves as the ſacred a moſt wa 


7 ſuredly demands. . 4 


As matters thus ett to my view, 
1 was the leſs embarraſſed, and the 


4% path of duty appeared much more : 


lain before me---My prayer was an- 


; ſwered, Teach me the way in which 


I Tſhould go, for I lift up my ſoul unto 
thee.” As I truſt, I heard the voice 
of a gracious Providence diſtinctly 5 


a This is the 6 ways walk . in x it. 9: 


Mine os N P 2 — ar ee eee 2 p Aer » = wy Wynn ws 2 3 ee eee AK A e ' 


ab 1 my LPT ſhouldjbe 55 
bs: fears of others, I ſhall write with 
the greater free 
may judge or - THEE ſelves... x 5 331 
ſimplicity and in godly; finceri 3 
have our converſation. in the world, : 

we need not be aſhamed of any pa 
of our conduct. We may tell e 

world all We do, and all WP | mean 
without a; bh W207 vo 11¹ 17:8} 0008 
01 But ſtill the talk before eis l 


ficult. The very fiyle.of a Journals 


egotiſm. For this reaſom, Ul, ” 
preſent occaſion, I have never troubled 
tte world with any of theſe” ftories re- 
ſpecting myſelf; but How the- cauſe 


ſeems to demand * his you — 5 


dueſted, and J. promiſed to comply. 
+ firſt preſent you with the Journal, 


and Remarks. 


dom, that all who d E 


d conelude' with my Obſervations. = : 
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fthouſands in thoſe parts where multi- 


Leut my 4 Sir, it is the prayer 
of my heart, that you may be bleſſed 
with the moſt abundant ſucceſs in all 
_ attempts to promote the glory of 
in the ſalvation of mankind. And 
| may _ Brother, and his worthy col- 

league, Mr. Aikman, in their difinte- 
reſted zeal, and the devotedneſs of their . 


ſpirits, continue to preach Jeſus among i 


tudes are periſhing in complete i igno- 
rance, till they are crowned with all the 
| ſucceſs their hearts could wiſh. 2 


lam, 3 
With much AﬀeQion, 33 
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# in de Love and Fellowſhip of 
the Goſpel, Fo 
ROWLAND HILL 
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PRE FAC E. 


Reader is requeſted to conſider, thae 
the firſt deſign of this Publication was to 
have been limited to a Journal and a few O . 
ſervations and Remarks. The Journal was 

| ſoon completed, and ſent into the North to be 


printed among the people for whom it m. 


originally deſigned. After I had in a meafure | 
finiſhed my Remarks, which ſwelled far bes 


'  yond the ſize at firſt intended, I. conſulted 
| ſome reſpectable characters from Scotland now 
reſident among us, who adviſed me. to give 
ſome further ſcope to diſcuſſion, and to print 
in London. I therefore requeſted the return of 
my Journal, and purſued my Remarks. But 
before I could receive it, the ſeverity of the 
ſeaſon prevented all , 
us an Scotland. 5 


As bon as 0 1 8 arrived, th 
after a very conſiderable delay, I ſent the 


e 


- when the uniting ſpirit of the Goſpel. may 


N41 


work to the preſs, and have haſtened the ab 


lication as wa as a 5 of avocations 


{6 candid Reader ulld tber 3 


to remember, that no ill deſign could have in- 


unite thoſe ks arc eee God is Dn. 


ae of my Maſter's family where- 
* I find them, and however unhappily dif- - 


jointed and divided among themſelves, and 
ow each other; I ardently long for that day 


conſtrain us to be all as one in him our © living 


| Head,” that all the building fitly framed toge- 


ther may grow into a holy temple unto the 
Lord. Wherever, therefore, I find-the Church, | 
where the Maſter's preſence is vouchſafed, to 


withdraw and to be abſent ſeems to me to be 


an immediate affront to him whoſe grace; 


_ - preſence! they enjoy. Am I wiſer than my 


Ml/aſter, to know with whom I ſhould unite? 


Or can I do wrong if I follow his holy foot- 


| _ _ he my; ned! to * 


9 


Bw . 1 Ken 


X® EF; 


1 8 it may be finher 2 notice, 7 abut 
5 3 written at a diſtance fron the ſcat of * 
immediate information, if in any reſpect I haue 
been incorrect, it was with no intentional de 
|  fign to miſrepreſent any party whatever. by 
illiberal, unjuſt, or unfair remarks: and as I have 
the higheſt reſpect for the uprightneſs and 
good intention of the Seceders, I am glad 1 
have lately received ſufficient information to 
begin with an apology for what will be found © 
in the body of the Pamphlet. 1 have expreſſed 
' myſelf in ſtrong terms againſt the Solemn 
League and Covenant, as breathingthe language 
of avowed perſecution, lamenting only that 
real Chriſtians ſhould take ſuch an Unchriſ- | 
tian oath: But I am informed many of 
the Burgher Seceders entirely diſown thoſe - 
_ offenſive and obnax1ious clauſes, and abide "ON EX. 
the Covenant only as it relates to their own |} 
Church diſcipline, and the excellent truths 


* 
„ dns 


contained in the Confeſſion of Faith of the — 
Church of Scotland. Though this takes off | 

the edge of cenſure in one point of view, yet! 

fear in many reſpects, too much remains of the 
. evil of a limited and contracted ſpirit, ſo con- AS a 
4 ok in to the 1 88 and OR: of the be OO. Ko 
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* 6, therefire/the defign of this Publication 


be anſwered, in pulling down a party ſpirit in 


any, and in preventing others from cntering 
into further party deſigns among themſelves, 
and if thereby Chriſtians be taught to love 
each other more feryently, I ſhall triumph in 


the ſncer of the angry bigot of every ſe, 


and rejoice that I have been honoured in ren- 
dering eſſential ſervice to the cauſe of Chriſt, 


by promoting the grace of love among ſeri- 
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FAVING attended the aſternoon Raids * , 
Wotten Underedge; left the pleaſant ſpot of © 7 
my e on my way to the North; reached 0 
Frampton, and gave them an evening ſermon> This 3 
place, when I firſt knew Glouceſterſhire, was filled 
„ n brutal perſecutors; ſince they have been fa- 
| . voured with the Goſpel, they have been wonderfully 
ſoſtened. We firſt preached to tbem in the ſtreet, 
but they have now a place of worſhip erected, and 
* ura by a decent and reſpectable To 


# £ | # . 3 of i 4 I 2 $ :\F# +3 # . * : a 


© Monday, J aly 16. Reached Words, preaohs 1 
ed from John iii. 36. in the Chapel in the late Lady | 
Huntingdon” s corneiion., Here, I'well remember; 
when quite a youth, the affection and hoſpitality - 
of the late Mr. Skinner; a perſon of reſpectabilit, 

well known in that city. His houſe was action - 
„ 5 aches 


W r „ — es — 
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* 
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ately open for the preaching of the Goſpel, and it 
vas conſidered as a great matter to collect ſuf- 


ficient hearers to fill the upper rooms of his houſe. 
There are now feveral Miniſters of different deno- 


minations; and the people having a thirſt to hear, 
their places of worſhip are reſpectably attended. 


Tueſday, July 17. Preached at Kidderminſter at 


noon, from Luke vii. 50. Some years ago, much 
harm was done to this congregation by the injudi- 
_ _ cious candour and liberality of their late Miniſter, 


Mr. Faucet, though his name, as it reſpects his own 
character, ſhould be mentioned with honour ; yet 


by his indiſcriminate admiſſion of all ſorts into his 
* pulpit, after his death a diviſion took place. Mi- 
niſters who did not preach the truth as it is in . 


ſus, were no longer admitted, and the wide party 


withdrew. Some of all ſorts are ſtill admitted, pro- : 
vided they are of the right ſort. There is now a 
good and proper kind of candour among this peo- 


ple, which makes me ever happy to ſerve them; 
and one thing I have always remarked, whenever . 
I have preached, there the place has been well 
attended by the poor: this is a good token in their 


myvour. That congregation is ſurely forſaken of 


the Lord, which is forſaken by the poor. O for 


that glorious day, when all. the friends of the Goſ- 


pel ſhall be as one! While we have nothing in 
ff V 


0 +. 
Les bat to promote the great ſalvation of Gol our 
Saviour, ſurely matters of leſs cr epoch * ld 
give way to the > greater, | 


The fn e 9 — 
preached to a full congregation in the Diſſenting 
Meeting - houſe; the ſubject Rev. xxi. 3. I thall 
be happy, if ever I again travel through thoſe parts, 

to pay them another viſit, by way of teſtifying | 

my eſteem for the kindneſs and love I there re- 

e Le oy es OO 


| Wedneſday, 1 18. Reached thoky, aid 
| Newcaſtle, Staffordſhire. Many years ago I viſit- 
ed this place, out of reſpet to my moſt wortby 
friend, Mr. Neale, of London, who had been a 

v arm ſupporter of the cauſe of religion among them. 
A place of worſhip was built here upon the moſt 
enlarged principles, merely to make known the 
Goſpel of our redemption; and ſo may it ever abide. 
They enjoy the privilege of having the lively ora- 


eles of God delivered among them in a lively man- 75 


ner. I preached to a numerous congregation, 
Hom Jobn i iti. 36. 2 


' Thurſday, July 19. Maccleafield—A ut to this. 


town was a peculiar pleaſure and ſatisfaction to 
uy mind. rs Simpſon, the Miniſter of the New - | 


1 3 
| Ghonthy 4 is my dear old friend... Our acquai 


CD of Countries”. eee hack - 
College, our cuſtom was to read with each other 


the Greek Teſtament, and other evangelical pub- 


| heations; theſe, meetings we always concluded 
with prayer. The Univerſity then was almoſt in 


total darkneſs, No wonder, therefore, if, for ſuch 


exerciſes, and for ſome other ſtrong ſymptoms 
of a methodi ical bias, we were ſpeedily mark - 


ed, and had the honour of being pointed at as the 


curioſities of the day. This did good. Others 
| ſoon joined us, to the number of ten or twelve, 
Some of them were Nicodemian diſciples ; others 
baye proved bold and uſeſul Miniſters ; and ſome - 
8 an, I truſt, berg been ten u ere 


Blefled be God, tions now bear a more a 
aſpec in that Univerſity. The Goſpel is at preſent 
not only faithfully preached by Mr. Simeon and 


others, but many young men are training up, wha 


I truſt will, if worldly prudence and the fear of 


man prevent not, prove a bleſſing to the Church, 


by preaching with fervency and zeal her long-neg- 


| lected doctrines to the conſciences of their hearers. 


During my reſidence at this ſeat of learning, even 


drunkenneſs and whoredom were deemed leſs ex- 


ceptionable practices in a candidate for the Miniſtry 
than viſiting the fick and impriſoned, and expound- 


1 5 


mentioned offences I met with no leſs than fix re- 
fuſals, before I gained admiſſion into the Miniſtry - | 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church; but, bleſſed be God, 

all this proved for the furtherance of the Goſpel, _ 
The wrath of man-ſhall praiſe him, and the re- 
mainder thereof ſhall he reſtrain,” It is our privi- 
lege to be“ careful for nothing.” My very affec- 
tionate old friend was anxious that ] ſhould preach 


jag the Scriptardsier piivike kinds. Fort © 


to the people of his charge, though it was not the | 


regular evening for his lecture. His large church 
preſented a very ſerious and crowded congregation, - 
to whom I attempted to explain the mind that 


was in Chriſt Jeſus, and its conſequent ele on . 
- the Chriſtian, from Phil. ii. 6, | 


The e of my dear brother was then in a 
conſumption, juſt ready to be diſſolved and to be 
with Chriſt. © In patience ſhe poſſeſſed her ſoul,” 
Her frame was moſt loyely. Happy are the fami- 
lies who have ſuch a Maſter! Happy the people who 
© have ſuch a Miniſter! and md the children who | 
| 255 42 a e : 


*% 


"Friday, July 20. wy tert füge was to Man- 
| cheſter, Here again I was affectionately received 
by Mr. Smythe, Miniſter of St. Clement's Church, 7 


who did not wait the formality” of a regular 
. | lecture 


* * * 
5 - 


TE” N 6 . 
lecture evening, but publiſhed for a Gebe 
The chürch was filled with a ſolemn and atten- 


tive auditory. The ſubject, the eternal obliga- 


tions of the Law, and our free falvation ; hy the 
—_ Rwy Cos: ii. 18. 1 


My Grſt intimate 3 with Mr. Che ; 
"ng at Dublin, he being then the Miniſter of Beth- 


eſda Chapel, How he was diſlodged thence, tell it 
not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſke- 
Jon, God however has brought good out of evil. 


Mr. Smythe is happily ſituated at Mancheſter ; and 
that moſt valuable ſervant of God, Mr. Walker, one 
of the Fellows of the Dublin Univerſity, is now in 

chat chapel. He is happily adapted to his ſituation; 
and O that he may arouſe and alarm the unhappy. a 
people from the fatal ſtupor and ſuperſtition which 
9 0 n ahr vi through that e ! 


e July 21. Reached K gave a an 
evening exhortation in jus e TOPS from 
. 5 Z 


Lord's Day, J uly 22, Anne at 1 by 
nine o'clock in the morning. Here I had ſpent a 
ſew Sabbaths many years ago. I truſt things are 
not upon the decline, though I fear the people in 
general are negligent and ſupine, The congrega- 


49 "Ee. 1 
tion inthemorningwaslarge. I preached from John 
xv. 7. on the infinite bleſſedneſs of our union wit 
Cbriſt. In the afternoon, I was a hearer of their 

Miniſter, Mr. Cherrier; I truſt an affectionate 
good man. In the evening the place overfiomed, ' 
As the people's curioſity ſeemed to be excited, had 
I not been limited by time, I ſhould have been 
happy in availing myſelf of this call of Providence, 
by preaching to the multitude in the open air. 
It is always the moſt pleaſant, circumſtance to my 


# $4 


mind, when the neceſſity of field-preaching recom -w- 


| mends itſelf, To human nature this is a diſgrace- 
ful office, and from ſuch a corrupted principle, I feel 
myſelf much more inclined to caution and timidity ' - 

than to boldneſs and zeal. . The evening ſubject was 


Rom. i. 15. the Goſpel of < Chriſt is all in all! ? 


tao glory in it ſhould. be our glory, while to het 
med of i it is our on amn ; 
| 1 July 28. 1 at Kendal. This 5 
town I fear partakes of the nature of Sardis. The 
Meeting Houſe is large, and a decent company - 
attended. I endeayoured to explain the nature of | 
the Law and the e Goſpel, from 1 97 iii. 5 2. Pg 
** 3 to bave paſſed ba next evening at Pen- 
rith, but was told that no notice had been ſent 5 
re, ſor that vo one would receive me. * we 


JO 


740 


de Gocpel Hero in the n eil mae 
it a point to beſiege that town. The inhabitants, 
8s report ſays, are awſully dead in treſpaſſes and 


_ fins. I am informed that even the few Diſſenters 


there, are diſſenters from man, of the mb 
3 5 | 
\Heving this day es at my 1 , 1 
vent a little out of the way to ſee ſome of the um- 
berland and Weſtmoreland lakes, and was highly 
gratified with the grandeur and romanticity of the 
proſpects. Nothing I confeſs would tempt me out 
ol the way of duty ſo much as the fight of ſuch bold 
d majeſtic ſcenery. Every thing has its ſnare ; 
ond avs things lawful may be enjoyed in TY | 
lawſul and unwarrantable manner. aden my | 


Ineſd 1 July 24. Nena b «rubies 3 


eee at Carliſle, in a ſmall chapel; built 
by the late Lady Glenorchy, - Paſſed the evening 
at the Grapes Inn, but could not prevail upon my 4 
boſpitable hoſt or hoſteſs to take any thing for my 
accommodations. This I mention as a token of 

reſpe& for the kind reception given to a ſtran- 
ger, as it was done in the name of the Lord Jeſus. 

Sa — TIF00 water to 
I an 


| veive-much niore men a prophet'sfeward | This 
ſvom to be an awſul death evailin 


buche of fone moſt faithful | Goſpel, 
of the Cathedral, and ſtom his 
the lats Mr. Mitnet; of Hull; whoſe bunt 09s 
vibes to the Church of Chrif ; hot oy 01 reach 2 


* 


- with his other ul publications: ,, 
| nam6.deſeryedly reſpeRted by all lovers of the Get: >. 
, "ref gnad an vated THY 


barg, 1 ſpent the Thur day evening at Laagbam. 
Ih to be the tirge of theit public tir, af 
a ſad example it exhibited, on myfirſt night's log 
ing in Scotland, of the oppoſite to her eee 

to ſiud of deerney and good behaviour atnong the 

Poople in thoſe parts. The fair / was 4 downright 
revel; ; dani 8˙ drunkenneſs and leſciviouſiiels | 


* : # 4 


_— E n . 7 1 4 


7 F 
it found its channel through all the erroneous doctriues, ſuper- | 5 
12 and wretched eccleſiaſtical cabals chat Gitgraeed 1 
6 Church, ſo called, down to the Refyrmation, will find. much. 
| to/ commend in that uſeful publication, making ſome allowance  - 
for the worthy Author, whoſe ſentiments, 2 1 5 


| been more correct according to { 
10 4 gh Church * * 176 


© Fear returns, his curioſity is again to be g 


„ eee In e 
ſaw.a more diſgraceful aſſemblage; and in ſome 
| parts of. Wales I an large fairs, 
when it was pleaſant to behold the innocent and 
well ordered buſtle of the Feng Aſter their traffic 
| bad ended, all returned at an early hour, with 
_ . ſcarce an inſtance of a ſober perſon's ny 
77 eee 

* 


are * neceſſury; but as there i is * 
75 I in eyery market town to prevent mo- 


e — cart FEY 
in ſtalls for toys and traſh,” Here every thoughtleſs 
parent runs to purchaſe ſome alluring object ſor a 
child the child's curioſity is excited, and as the 


e be ſees all that is bad, and his corrupted na- : 


| ture foods upon it; as he grows up his. paſſions | 
gain ſtrength for the gratification of every abomi- 


by a miracle of Erace, 


4 „ e eee 5 
dd me and my ſervant from ſtage to ſtage, the next 
* 4 Jong one, I was under the neceſſity of 


ſpending | 


nable defire, and his ruin low, unleſs e 1 


Wl the night i in this tie ben Ws 
that I might enjoy a little reſpite from the * 
ed tumult, I took my evening's walk 'out of * 


town by the fide of a pleaſant romantic river. Here 


I was very kindly. accofted by a gentleman, who'I _ 
_ conceive was the Miniſter of the pariſh, and who, 


with much hoſpitality, offered me every accommo- | ; 8 


dation his houſe could afford from the confulion | 


bf the town ; but having already procured a 


vate lodging, I declined his very friendly W 
While we were in converſation, Meſſrs. James 
2 Haldane and Aikman paſſed by. Theſe ee 
vere then unknown to me. I was told, but in very 
candid language, their errand and deſign; that 5 
Was a maryellous circumſtance, quite a e- 
, non, that an Eaſt- India Captain, a » ee * 
go ſamily and connexions, ſhould turn out an 
Itinerant Street Preacher; that he ſhould travel om 
town to town, and all againſt his on intereſt and 
cCharacter. With much candor, however, tbe 


| ſtranger lamented that ſome had attempted to per- 7 = . 


ſecute, though on different occaſions they had 


made pretty free with the eſtabliſhed Clergy. It is 


hardly juſt, however, to ſay we ſpeak againſt a peo+ 


4 ple when we only can ſpeak againſt their faults, 
This information was enough for me. I immedi- 


ately ſought out the Itinerants diligently, and found . 1 
them in the ſame tumultuous meſs, and at the ſamp. 


inn. When I inquired for them of the lapdlady, OR 
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| to bait at Hawick. While there, I ſauntered into 
the church yard, and was preſent at a funeral. Ig- 
 noraptof their method of interment, there being uo 
Miniſter to attend, nor any religious exerciſe per- 
ſormed.on theſe occaſions, I ſaid to ſome of the by-" | 
ſſtanders, Your ſunerals are ſoon over.“ An old 
- woman, more loquacious than the reſt, ſoon diſco- 


| that were in her houſe; = ſhe could eee 5 5 ] 


|. vered I was from England, and gave me to under- @ | 


ſtand, that prayers on theſe occaſions could be of 
no uſe to the dead. She, ſuppoſing me to be one 
of thoſe poor ignorant, prelatical, halſ- papiſtical 
people from the South, could ſcarce believe me 
when I ſaid I was of the fame opinion with herſelf; #* ?- 
while I humbly ſuggeſted that the people of Scot 
land loſt an excellent opportunity of doing good 
to the living, if they could do nothing for the dead. 
The truth was admitted, and we both agreed that 
| — thoſe parts are generally very nu- 
rou "attended, it might be a conſiderable ad- 


Pe, * „oer the above ar written, I wa OS ore the 88 5 
on this ſubject, and find the old lady was perſectly correct. The 
| 1 8 forbids all ROI ſervices on theſe - 


vanta ge 


| | 10 13 It: , 
e e e e e hats alt + 


lemn occaſions 8. ſeaſon for exhortation and bre. 
I was rather ſurpriſed at this omiſſion in Seo 


| but on conſderivg that «'Scotſnen always ſands 


as an antipode to the Pope, it appeared whe 
that papal prayers for the dead determined John - 


| yt IO en whatever. 

-- Saturday, J ay 28. Reached Edioburgh this * 
ternoon.” The city and its ſituation is the moſt eap- 
tivativg and romantic I cver ſaw; The buildings 


are good; the neighbouring bills are brautiſul, and 


beautifully diſperſed ; the bridges over the 0% 
town and the new are the moſt curious and the beſt | 


,. contrived imaginable. The Firth of Forth, a ſine 


arm oſ the ſea, about two miles from the city, gives 


the ſcenery a look of the moſt lively and pleaſant < 4 


deſcription. I was the more ſtruck with the de- 


Iightfol fitpation of Edinburgh, as almoſt all the | 


country between Carliſle and that eity, is dr, 


and bad. The churches in Scotland evidently 5 | 
ſeem the only neglected buildings. Many of them 


Knox, their valuable but uncouth reformer, None 7 


: 
* 


are ſlovenly and mean; St. Andrew's church, in = 


the New Town, however, exhibits a ſpecimen of 


neatneſs and taſte, ' Surely the houſes of our God 


deſerve ſomewhat of our "oth a8 well 28 thoſe 5 
whigh we build * aurſeinene.; | 
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55 14 8 2 
Was received at Edinburgh, at the ofpitab 
EPR of Mr. James Haldane, in George-ſtreet, | 
Where nothing was wanting but more gratitude = 
fo and thaokfulneſs on. my part for 1 a Kind and 


5 4 ; # 1 7 5 
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"Lord's wh: July' 29. Preached for the arg t time 
7 in the Circus. The building is large, and ſuppoſed io 
contain above two thouſand five hundred people. 
The morning congregation was decently attended. 
It gave me pleaſure to find that expounding, or lre⸗ 
during as it is there called, is the general practice i in 
Scotland, though ſome Minifters eclipſe the beauty - 
ol thoſe ſervices by taking a few verſes only into 
: conſideration, a very little farther ſcope than would 
anſwer for a text. As it was certainly the moſt 
nitive, ſo ſurely it muſt be the moſt profitable, 
85 to deal with the people directly from the word of . 
© God. The richneſs and glory that reſt upon the lan- 
guage of inſpiration are peculiar to itſelf; andi have 
"always found that weighty, warm, applicatory re- 
marks immediately therefrom, come with a pecu- | 
\ Har influence to the heart. Surely, therefore, no- - 
' thing leſs than a whole chapter, or at leaſt a conſi- 
4 derable portion, ſhould be ſelected for theſe occa- 
ons. We are never ſo aſſured that we make peo- 
ple wiſe unto ſalvation, as when we lead wha to 
F be * 1 the pure Wi of God itſelf. 


its effects, while the Miniſter preaches juſt as he 


| My b ande hu was W of Moſesj - 
„it thy preſence go not with me, carry us not uß | 
hence,” Exod. xxxiii. 14, 15. I preached to ibo 
people the feelings of my heart. I felt the call io 
this city to be Re EO Ong We I 
4 eee vx. 3, non ny 1275 


# 


A bays lorger OT We attended ah even- 
ig ſerviee, and I took another ſubject, zuſt ſuited — | 
prin” dend my own mind, 1 Cor. i, 22, 23, 24. 
and employed ſome time in ſhewing Paul's me- 
thod of treating his proud Corinthian hearers, How 
very different is the immediate and direct fimpli>s — © 
eity of the Apoſile, compared to too many of thh 
cold and formal productions of the preſent day!! 
O the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt ! How lovely in 


| | feels, wiſely regulated by the word of God; nt 
_ warmly animated with a defire to Wn ſalvation „ 
| e e , 
e e Prescbed in Mr, Robinſon's 1 . 
0 of eaſe, from 1 Cor. ix. 24. © So run that 
ye may obtain.“ This being the time of theannual | 
races, I choſe this ſubject that I might give m 
ſentiments freely on the ſtrange conduct of thoſe _ 
who attend the miniſtrations of the Goſpel, and yet 
viſit theſe abominable riotous aſſemblies, A horſes — * 
race is a direct revel, and revelling and wen a 


8 . 5 l 


8 3 Is it poſſible for a perſon | 
that has ſelt the transforming influence of the Holy 
Spirit to be conformed to thoſe fooleries and pol- 
| luting amuſements which delight the world? Con- 
ſormity to the world eren, eee 
: eontagion and NIN the 8 


| + Thurſday, Auguſt 2. Presebed et Leith, 1 Ves 
intended here that a large chapel of eaſe ſhould 
_ have been opened for my reception, and the maj» 
| rity of thoſe concerned bed with much affeQtion . 
| | _ Wally determined that I ſhould be admitted ; but 
1 it was oppoſed; and ſueh an uncouth admiſſion 1 
WI 5 ee e nceoph, e on] ford hs - 
418 | Minifter was in the minority againſt me. I was 
| ; happy therefore to breathe a more free air. A very 
. commodions timber yard was provided: and Leith 
3 being the ſea- port of Edinburgh, I truſt it will 
Wi prove a gracious providence that I pee. 
14 to turn out, that I might addreſs hundreds of poor 
1 ſinners, who probably would not have followed me 
_ into a church. It is ſuppoſed that two thouſand peo- 
=. ple attended, while I preached from the converſion 
. Zaecheus, © The Son of Man is come to ſeek 
and ſave that which was loſt,” Plain language is 
the only profitable language for ſinners like theſe, 
How ridiculous to try to get into the hearts t 


* 


|| 3 „ Let people go ch paces only where they can af dt. 
| 4 dr on their amuſements, and they will never go nt. 


* 


N ee „„ FOX 
ofa finger; from bis accuſtomed abominations by . 
ſuch puny efforts. ee but ten s 

hate the ſalvation: of ſouls, deny that they Hou bor: RY 
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: to ſtand out! nds, 0 multitude on the Caltons LOT 
|| Hill; four thouſand, according to computation, ,, 
| ended. Thelovelinefs of the fituation, the illneſs 4 beds 

jb of the evening, and the ſeriouſneſs of the people 4 
| produced all that was deſirable. O ſor nr ng 5 J 
ol the, life, and unction, and power of the „ 
rit of God on my .own ſoul, that IJ may not 5 . 1 4 
diſgrace the bleſſed cauſe 1 wiſh, to upboldl |, - } 
I perceive, however; diſtant as the characters may 
be, in theſe parts of Scotland, it muſt be with me 

ads it was with the great Mr. Whitfield, very few . 
Ido burcbes will be open for my wee 
as 5 the Goſpel is preached. Some will not admit me, 
e others dare not; but I wait for the day, and hall 7 
. bless God whenever it arrives, when I ſhall fee 5 
I ©- ſome of thoſe good Miniſters in England, that 1 


„ | may have it in my power to proye that thoſe who _ 
: 5 4 5 . . a TR ag | - a D 8 15 7 WE | will | 4 


| 3 receive; and 88 po” 
not, I dare receive. © Be not overcome on evil, Ht 3 
# reren evil 4 3 go0g,? | 
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Ls * 55 Auguſt FP on a ei | 
5 tation with thoſe concerned in procuring the Cir- 
cus for public worſhip, it appeared to be the general 
wiſh, that the ſervices there might interſere as lit- 
tle as the nature of the eircumſtances would ad- 
mit, with public worſhip in other places, It was 
therefore determined that the afternoon ſervice 
"ſhould be diſcontinued, and that a ſervice at feven 5 
d clock in the morning, or ſomewhat later, as the 
nen required, e De Re; ootag „ 5 


Th 


1 preached! ors, to a 15580 . at 
ſeven o'clock, from a continuation of the ſubject 8 
T had introduced the preceding Sabbath, Moſess 
prayer, © I beſeech thee ſhow me thy glory,” and 
our Lord's anſwer to this is, © Father, I will 

that thoſe-whom thou haſt given me, be with me 

- where I am, that they may behold my glory.” At. 
noon I preached to a congregation that completely , 
filled the place, from 1 John iv. 16. The love f 
God to man for his own ſake, the love of man to 1 
man "for ”-=_ $ 209% is the whole of 0 


f "have kince Ms as the winter r ſtaſon FOR it was 
Hound neceſſary. to alter the time of public ON and to eſta- 
bliſh a e in the afternoon, 


"hs | 


— 


2 


to prove, from the Hiſtory of the woman of Sa maria, * 
that real Chriſtians ought not to act like Jews 
and Samarita ns toward each other. \The peo- 


1 10 be evening, hundicds; yi Fr cool ; 
not come near the place. On this occaſion the : 
ple, without the leaſt ſhadow of a cauſe} took Wo. | 
alarm that the galleries were giving way. I imnie= 
3 diately ran in, allayed their fears, and achourned 6 


the Calton Hill. During this conſuſſon, ſo gra- 


cioaſiy were we protected, that we heard ova es 


one aged” man who had receiged the leaſt i inju 


On the hill, it is ſuppoſed, a congregation- of nine 
or ten thouſand people were aſſembled, when 1 
endeavoured to illuſtrate and enforce the loye of 
God to man, from the parable 1 the prodigal Son. 


Shades; Auguſt 6, Began to te my as J 


to different parts of the country. Mr. Haldane 
| kindly commenced my companion in travel. Our 
_ firſt viſit was to Stirling, anciently one of the places 
_ of reſidence of the kings of Scotland. Its Caſtte is 
very ſimilar in ſituation, but not equal i in magni- . 
tude to that of Edinburgh. The proſpect it com- 


mands is very extended and fine. Here the church ' 


would have been open, but the churcb-yard was 
judged more convenient; and about one thouſand 


people attended the evening ſermon. eee e . 


vuwas too much bigotry and party ſpirit reigning in 


this place, I preached from John iv. 24. with a view 


2 5 55 ple 


| is bleſſed hw with Minifiers that g "FEY 
" preach the Goſpel both in the Eftabliched 
Church and among the Seceders;but, poor things, 
_ they aus ſadly. hampered, and are under-the moſt _ 
 __  exvel. diſcipline. from the bigots to whom ack 
_ b belongs, My prayer a e e 
„ ee 


; 5 Auguſt 7. Before we leſt Stirling, 1 
yu them a morning lecture in the ſame place, 
from 1 Pet. i. 22, on the pew. effects of hb. 


| S 


4 + ""7 OCR TOR * SN; me 6 * = 
| the old Cathedral at Dumblane, once the ſeat of 
| action of that beſt of men, . Archbiſhop Leighton, 
| who was every thing that was wiſe, great and good. 
1. eee ſee ee a4 1 . 1 7 


„ is fitted up, oh that; in a imiſcrable fiyle; while. iy 
the body of the church, which is but ſmall, ſor a 
* edral, was no larger than 81 8 275 e 

Fs aer ee I 


ee bs Scotland, 34 
PEW. where * have it 1 in their Joe do 


* „ The Geert parties, and the origin of hf nen. will 


be ephined . end of the Journal, 5 
$ ; "i 8 : 25 | | | . 


we 


ves of ſpace. . Mog 
| with den a . 


Egli churches, eſpecially in arge towns, are 
moſtly wide apd ſpacious ; and if the miniſter hay, | 


on, he is generally beard much better than; 
e de A feeble voice, utter a 
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| Preached at Grief; in the evenin evening. A congrega- 
tion of near one thouſand ae, aſſembled. len- 


Wedneſday, Auguſt 8. Gave them another ſer- 


mon at Crieff, in the morning, from Rev. i. 35 6. 


Lend ly paradiſe of the Duke e Athol. 


is remarkably romantic and bold, enriched with a 
ne river, the Tay, and 
tens. +l ; _ 71 4: | 
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land ſo much ns. the profligatę and bad conduct of. 6 
ie great, While they are proſeſſod enemies to tbe 


5 * r Im 
* 


Wa. ». 


It were wel Fl the nation at large, if 8 


tity and gentry were fit for an heavenly paradiſe, 


after they are removed from their earthly ones,— , 
tions, yet nothing increaſes the wickedneſs of the. 


politics of France, they ſeem, by their example, to. 


be the practical friends and ſupporters of that inſi- 

_ deity which, in that country, has eonyerted men by | 
millions into monſters. If their profligacy be adopt. 

ed among us, and is it not moſt rapidly on the ad- 


vance? we are brutal ized in courſe we are then. | 


given up to the Religion of Many, a It is na- 
tuen for al men * ſeek their « own. re 


F ** 


TTC 5 


hundred hearers. The people in this place feel their- 


want of Chriſt, A ſociety eſtabliſhed for the propa- 


_ gation of Goſpel knowledge, has been very ſueceſs- 
ſul in promoting this ſpirit of inquiry. May they 
go on and proſper! Their utmoſt exertions are 
deeply needed, eſpecially 1 in this preſbytery; and! 
 truſkghe day is at hand, in which the people in that 
town and neighbourhood my "_ further feel the 4 


yy of that inſtitution. J%ͤ;Ü 


1 Dunkeld, as out Pane are the ruins ofs an 
' old cathedral. T og this was. never equal in 


archi · ; 


x 


too good to have been permitted to fall into ruins; + 
the ehoir part alone is the pariſh chureh, and 
the reſt of the N is an N for” bats 
| and owls, - ; 5 
; Had b 0 1 men, our 1 
from Popery, boen leſs under the influence of the 
day, they ad been not leſs zealous, though much 
more re wiſe, in that important work. Why could not 
good and commodious buildings have been ſpared, WS, 
thug the hand of ſuperſtition had reared them? - 
n England I never behold the ruins of an abbey or 
monaſtery, but I aſk myſelf the queſtion What 
if the building had flogd as an houſe of induftry to 
the deſtitute,” of as an aſylum to the unfortunate 
. or infirm? Would not the community have now 5 
enjoyed the benefit which then ſome wretched 
court minion eagerly ſwallowed as the bait of the 
day, entailing the ſame ſpirit on his ſucceſſor, far 
more rapacious and cruel to his induſtrious tenant; | 
that he may provide himſelf with tbe means for his 
extravagance and luſt, than had even the monks 8 
2 e ee ee . 5 72 5 | 


&, 


” * 7 1 : 7 * ; 


f How with alſo might” my a | -nuaniery 760” 
flood to the advantage of the nation, had our re- ; 
. conſidered, _ females, i in families nu 

; „  merous, . 


Seeta proceed to Perth. Hase 
| gpeving of this place of worſhip ung 0 act of the 5 
__ greateſt kindneſs, as the weather would not have 
r Presched ſrom 

2 Cor, iii. 18. on the glory. of God 
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Here 1 tradi aps friend. Me Geary... Þ# - 
” Ls dir well at Dublin. He is 4 man univer- 
ully teſpected, not being leſs pure and holy in his 
ne and converſation, than evangelical and found 
in his views of the Goſpel. This good man, it 
ſeems, though licenſed as a . probationer - of the 
Church of Scotland, was not ern | 
any of her preferments. He was 
te living of Brechin by the Crown. The preſby- 
tery reſuſed him the uſual ſettlement, and referred 
e caſt to the Synod, and the Synod referred it 
ee r eee and amt ren 
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pretext ? Mr. Geary had not an arader 25 
cation. Now, if ſuch a barbarous. Gotbio l. how 25 


iſts in their Church, that no perſon is to be prefer- : 


red among them without ſuch ay education, and if 
this law is univerſally enforced, without any ex- 
_ ception, no imputation of blame attaches to thoſe 
who enſorced it in this particular inſtance; the 
| fault can only be in ſuffering a law the moſt 
illiberal and unjuſt to ſubſiſt. Can conſcience 
enforce it, or common ſenſe plead it's cauſe, 
when the wiſeſt and beſt of men might thereby 
be excluded their community? Many .perſons, 
with a natural thirſt for learning, by private helps, 

and perſonal application, haye appeared among 


the firſt of the learned world ; while in our ſemi» 


naries. for public erudition, a ſtupid thick-head- 
ed ſet may undergo. the diſcipline of an education, 
which they receive againſt their will, and which 
they have no ſenſe or appetite to digeſt ; and after 
all appear, if they get into the Miniſtry, much 
more fit for game-keepers, jockies, farmers, ar 
graziers, than Miniſters of the Goſpel. It is not ſo, 
| blefled be God, with us in England. Whatever 
ſome of our Biſhops may be, and however bad 
many whom they ordain may prove; yet ſtill, more 
rational and mild than the Scots General Aſſem- 
bly, they have frequently done themſelves the cre- 
dit, while the Church has received the advantage, 
of giving onen to many who neyer . an hour 
EE at 


(5) 


"at a ſeat of learning, and yet have been lurnei 
men. But ſuch is the wiſdem of the Church of 
Scotland, that the queſtion with them reſpecting 


learning is, not if he has it, but where he got it; no : 


matter for the hing, the place is all; the learning 
of the moſt learned is nothing, unleſs procured at => 
a learned place—riſum teneatis amici: and I will ven- 
ture to aſſert, as a proof of this, that many went 
after it to the right place, and never got it, and yet 


were ſure to get the living whenever preſented. | 


And ſuch is the inconſiſtency of human conduct, 
that we in the South, provided we pofleſs the 
aunum neceſſarium®, (Latin, at times, is a uſeful 
language), can get a degree from the North that we 
may be called the Dodor, though we never ſlept at 
an academy our whole life through. But a divine 
with them muſt have it from the rf hand; other- 


wiſe, as for as they c can go,he ſhall be ſtarved to death. 


Win reaſon, will candour, allow us to ſay, thet 
the want of this was the real cauſe why a man, 
previouſly admitted of their community, the ſuffi- 
ciency of whoſe learning for a Pariſh Miniſter was 
never diſputed, but highly applauded by his oppo- 
nents ; the integrity of whoſe conduct was irre- 
Proachable ; whoſe doctrines, according to the 


= The Engliſh of un neceſſa ium means neither brains nor 
learning. In many inſtances theſe materials, in /ome of their 


er . honour. 
Conſeſſion 


1 27 N | 
Confeſſion of Faith, are the moſt ſound and nocuſ 
| pected, ſhould have been excluded? People who 
are fierce for moderation, muſt remember their 
point, and on this occaſion they remembered it 
well. Mr. Geary was a well-known diſſentient from 
- their moderation, therefore a more proper ſubject 


for their eccleſiaſtical caſtigations. The caſe of the 1 


other miniſter, Mr. Young, who ſuffered at the 

ſame time, and for the ſame cauſe, was attended, 
as I am very credibly informed, with the moſt tra- 
gical conſequence. After he was rejected he came 
into England, where he languiſhed for a few 
months, and died of a broken heart. | 


Friday, Auguſt 10. From Perth we travelled + 
to Kinroſs, Here a decent quiet congregationaſ- 
ſembled, amounting to about five hundred people. 
I preached in a place entirely adapted to the pur= 
poſe, under a riſing ground, and the people well 


fituated above me, cloſe by Lough Leven, a fine _ 
- ſheet of water, Lord and Lady Balgonie favour- 


ed us with their attendance on this occaſion, and 


gave us every proof of their kind notice and at- 15 


tention. It were well for the nation at large, if 
other families of noble birth would but come for- 


" * An expieiion of Dr. Wines eee Mer ea wll + 
| know the whole hifory and myſtery of Scotti/h moderation, it is ad- 
mirably delineated by cy — I Ei re 


E 2 ward 
„ 


. 4 cue. 


7] ward 'and counte 


(4) 


zance the hates cauſe, that he. 
yer proved the /alt of ny earth, and the 1 1 a 
Hleffing to mankind. 


Lord's Day, Auguſt 12. Rdinburgh. Fd the 
i preceding Sunday's alarm, it was judged improper 
to preach at the Cireus, till the galleries in that place 
had received ſome ſurther ſupport, and the 49s 2 
ple afſured that all things were perfectly ſe- 
eure. On this occaſion the Burgher Chapel in the 5 


New Town was moft liberally and affectionately 


granted, by Mr. Hall, their Miniſter. There we 
had our carly morning ſervice, and a numerous con- 
gregation ; to whom J explained the glories of 
the perſon o Chriſt, from Rev. i. Intended preach- 
ing" on the Calton Hill in the evening; the rain, 
worm prevented it. The Cireus was com- 
ly crowded; but, bleſſed be God, no alarming 
ars interrupted the ſetyice. I preached from 
Acts iv. 33. © Great grace was on them all.“ 
White we are ſtraitened in our expectations, the 
 Blefling is withheld; but when our hearts are en- 
jarged, the more we aſk ths more we have. 4 8 


Monday, Aug 13. Set off early with Mr, | 


Haldane, and Mr. Gilliſpie, of Anderſton, for 


Glaſgow. Reached that place time enough to preach 
in the evening in the church-yard of the High 
Church, "The ſcene was moſt ſolemn. The old 
8 4 Cathedral 


(29) 


Cathed ral fainds externally® in perſectly goodrepeirz , 
and much it is to the honour of the city that it 
ſhould ſo ſtand, as it is the only one left in a perfet 
ſtate of preſervation in that part of the kingdom, 
Underneath us were the remains, I may venture to 
ſay, of millions, waiting for the reſurrection. HereT - + 
ſtood on a widely extended ſpace, coyered, or neatiy ; 
covered, with the living, all immortals—Five thou- 
ſand, Ichould ſuppoſe, at leaſt, What ſolemn wok 
to addreſs ſuch multitudes ! Who is ſufficient wy 
theſe things? I attempted to illuſtrate that paſs = 
ſage, Iſa. Ix. 19. Thy God thy glory.” Could. 
we but explain to ſinners, and make them ſeel, 
| that God, a God in Chriſt, is their glory, and that t 
is theirprivilege to glorify God i ie yet, we thould _ 
| have more than an abupdant recompenſe for alla 
little toil in a work fo Slant fete great. We 
retired to reſt at the hoſpitable abode of our friend, - 
to fail, from theſe extraordinary exertions, I e | 
not refuſe the requeſt to preach next morning. FI. 


- Tueſday, Auguſt 14. Preached at eight 0 'clock, 
in the Relief Chapel at Anderſton, to a very ſeri- 
pus and attentive congregation, Bleſſed. be God, 
it is pleaſant to work when he makes our work our 
| wages, Afterwards proceeded to Paiſley. Here 


* Internally this church is fitted up with no more taſte and a- 
tention than others, It is divided into two pariſh churches 
and a miſerable den under ground makes a third. 


25 
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* 
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3 aflembled, nearly as large as that 

ot Glaſgow, in the lower church-yard® : the ſcene 
was the moſt ſolemn, « What devotedneſs of ſpirit, 
what ſupport and power from above is needſul, 
when one ſo feeble has to deal from day to day 
with ſo many thouſands in the name of the Lord 


Jeſus ! The glories of the Covenant of Grace was 


my ſubject, from Jer. xxxii. 40, 41. I paſſed the 


of that truly apoſtolic man, the late Dr. Gillies, 
the author of the Memoirs of Mr. Whitfield's Life, 


ferent denominations, all living in affectionate - 


evening at the houſe of the truly affectionate fon 


His houſe was filled with good Miniſters of dif- 


love and cordiality with each other. This makes 


| Paifley the paradiſe of Scotland. Indeed hell 


_ weuldbe a paradiſe if love were there; and an 


earthly paradiſe is little better than hell, if love be 


' | abſent, My ſoul loves Paiſley, for there I believe 


| Chriſtians love each other. May the precious 
leaven that is amidſt them ſpread itſelf throughout 
the North! I grieve to find ſo many ſeparated by 
human laws on earth, who are all to be united in 
one by Divine 191 in heaven and glory. 


11 was impoſſible torefuſe further exertions, whit _ 
| aha by a people ſo affectionate and o kind; 


2 This church was d the chars of the Jus DF. Wi. 


| 2 * 
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# 
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1 mn 7 „ 
il aged by two ſuch men as Mr. Gillies, and 
his not leſs affectionate colleague, Mr. Finlay, 


to give them a ſermon at the High Church, at 


eight o clock in the morning, before we . 
our Py to Greenock. . | 


Wedneſtay Auguſt 15. Preached 3 bo: 
promiſe, in the High Church of Paiſley. The 
church, though very large and ſpacious, abundant- / 
| ly ſuperior, to moſt of the churches in Scotland, 


was perſectly filled with a very attentive and af- . ; 


fectionate congregation. I preached on Matt. xy. 


28. on the faith of the woman of Canaan. Aﬀter - | 


ſermon, went to ſee the Abbey Church, which is 


fitted up with great neatneſs and taſte, and mueh *. 


to the credit of the place. Pride and pomp 


| certainly unbecoming thoſe places where the doe- 


2 ww they have lately ſuſtained a very conſiderable 


trines of the meek and lowly Jeſus are preach» _ 


ed; but in order to avoid this, we need not run 15 


into the other extreme of being Ys Wm ene 5 5 : "1 


: mean. 1 


- 


Highly fivoured as tha tone 6f Paiſley d. 1 


loſs in the death of that moſt excellent Miniſter, 


Dr. Snodgraſs. May thoſe ſtill among them be 55 1 


Jong preſerved e dee different 


ä and to N that * of uni 
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{and love which is ſo deeply wanted among. others, i 


and ſo ſweetly abounds among themſelves. Ves, 
my heart and my ſoul prays, let peace be within 
the walls of 288 825 and e in all . 


5 
"po * 


40 kind conteſt where the Helios ſhould be, but 
"the great church in the centre of the town, wb 
judged the moſt convenient. This, Mr. Scott, 
the Miniſter, moſt readily granted; but, as that 


was the town church, he very properly obſerved, | 


the Magiſtrates ſhould alſo be conſulted, and they 
as politely immediately acquieſced. The church 

io s credit to the town; a ſpacious, good, conve- 

nient building: but what is much better than a 

good building, they have a good Miniſter May 

bis weakly frame be ſtrengthened, that he may be 


charge! It is pleaſant to preach in thoſe places 
Where one has to declare the ſame truths the Mi- 
niſter himſelf delivers to the people; as it not only | 


| tends to the confirmation of the truths of the Goſ- © _ 


pel, but increaſes and promotes the beſt of grace 
, te „ | | 


| | My GJ 0 this cet as om 1 Cor. vi. 


fluences; 


c Greenock to dinner. "IP there was ; 


. 


's long and laſting bleſſing to the people of his 5 g 


Is FE e Is opgafition'ta the 1 7 — 7 
ſentiment of the day, exalting human reaſon in its 
Mn 1 de 
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| fallen, Ate. to be the as] 1 1 


Here 1 N — my Bb. friend, yp Gill. 
pie, Spent the evening with a large circle of godly 
Miniſters and friends, among whom was my good 
old friend, Mr. Love, our late Miſſionary Secre- 
tary, at the hoſpitable abode of Mr. Laird. Did 
the world but know the pleaſant. eonviviality and 
real affection the children of God enjoy with 
each other, they would never be ſurpriſed that we 
envy them not their midnight revel, nor wiſh o 
partake with them the cup of intoxication, roa 5 

Auen 3 madmen the wretched. Rb of the = 


runka d ; 
- 
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Tbuscley, Anat 16. Was . up La "Fa Fe 5 
wee] in Mr, Laird's boat to Dumbarton. Here * 1 
allo, I expected to have preachedʒ but proper | ba. „ 
tion not having been ſent to their Miniſter, = 


the congregation. was' not aſſembled ; nor did 3 5.4 1 * 4 
feel, myſelf altogether willing to preach without his 7 
knowledge and conſent, leſt I might appear as not 5 ny 


acting in conjunction with, one that is deferyedly _ 
elpgfted as a Ven of, the has | * Tbereſore 


1 and 5 


beau if, and lacht fe inhabited 571 d variety m 
iatufacturer Tue lake is aſtoniſhingly will 
and romantic: the ſouthern end of it is ehriched by 
groups o. little iſlands z 8nd the river which'runs 
5 3 gc is of a conſiderabl | 


vw Rods 4 vat, Aber chain of bills in 
thoſe parts, exhibiting" ſcene moſt curions and 
ec deen. Having had this fhort peep into the 
wieſtern Highlands, my curioſity was much ex- 5 
"cited with a deſire to have taken a much large 
ſurvey of the many moſt curious inlets from the 
ſta, and the fine variety of lakes which fill the val- 
fleys, and the aſtoniſhing mountains that ſurround 
them. But other calls were not to be neglected. 
I was under promiſe _ jo Oe at, u 


on my return. I 


kn, Augul 17. White a very 8 con- 
gregation were aſſembling in the High Chureh · 
25 the rain compelled us to relinquiſh our 
ſtanding, ſor the moſt convenient place that could 
be proeured. This we had in Mr. M*Leod's Chapel. 
. Though it is ſuppoſed to contain near two thouſand 
people, * * h _ for want of toom. 

| . My 


Rn 


4 Ainiſter of the Goſpe he will be no more offends - 


ly ſubjeQ Was M Feats, 0 bn deen 
beart, foul, and ſpirit, to tell of ſuch glori 
to ſuch a longing multitude ! I grieve before God, | 
I biuſh before man, that in every. attempt Io 
ſnort. What is mere geal! This mag be qxerted, 
by many a perſon: with a little act 1. . 
trivial concerns; but where there is in hs 
heart, wiſdom in the, head, and y 
led on by the hand of meek and holy zeal, the : 
 fult ſhall be glorious. And when Miniſters of fon. 
can deal with him for - graces; thus. nin ger what 


ſhowers of WARE 
SRO at les, 
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mos.» Mr. RT is a warm rp 
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d that 1 took en to preach. in his, 
1 ſeuds dis. or any other Golyel Mini- 
ſter, into England, to return the compliment where- _ . 
ever I am connected. A colle Sion was made 55 
on this ſecond viſit for a Galici, Chapel/-now - 5 
bailding for Goſpel preaching, as there gre many 
| people from the weſtern, Highlands, who are unse- 


1 with the TA 0 en e—Tl bel ievethe | * 
A At . 


1 


. A report was raiſed, probably by the tongue aero 
"theſe and other collections, made almoſt 


; * 82 N F & 1 22565 1 : were l 
* 
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o 
— *** 88 ere — gerooe gre 


-with othes” niſters ad Friends 67 the ape 
=p ſoon Chriſlians get acquainted. with each 
other ! How ſweet thoſe filken cords of love which 
the dear Redeemer twines around the hearts of his 
children, conſtraining them by being one with him, 
to: be one with each other! O when ſhall this 
toe more and more abound, that we may exemplify. 
2 ſtronger argument in defence of Chriſtianity than 
u thouſand volumes from the pen of infidelity ſhall 
be able to confute ! Well, bleſſed be God, in the 
weſt of Scotland we can produce a degree of proof 
that Chriſtians love. The kindneſs and attention 
of Magiſtrates and Minifters, and of the people at 
lurge i in the city of Glaſgow, will ever be remem- 
ur” by me as a- matter of -thankfulneſs before 
and of deep humiliation to my own mind for 
22 oy TE Cpu ſo re ionate 
| ng lind. e 


* _—_ 
"4 5 2 
#4 * F 


ah an; ji" I 18. 1 18 to „ Bdin- 

| burgh, ſound it to be a day of reſt from public 
preaching, which I began to need. Miniſters who 
find it their duty to be inſtant ou of ſeaſon as well 

1% pay my travelling expencey ; ; be it Inn therefere unto 25 men, 5 
that a very light vehicle, with one horſe, conveyed myſelf ane 

ſervant to and from the ſouth of England, and almoſt wherever I | 


in Scotland; not a ſingle bawbee was therefore colleted t to 
0 5 refund this frugal mode on E | 


( v gh, and # who'fow b 


| Bleſſed be God, for that reſt "which remaitieth r 
the children of of God, in te and better world; 


 pel comes, Dagon ſhall fall ; and they who preack | 


prove: the HE : "The IR o'clock. * 


ee and then el nA 24, . 
on the converſion of Cornelius. Proved how much | 


which leaves ſinners worſe than it ee 


mem at Mr. Dickſon's Chapel in the 


Jeſus ; and whatever Chriſtians, from then rarer 


xefide all eiter wil | 
find they have col to do with their time. 


15 


AT .- 
Lots: N Augun 19. ebe winds 
the morning, from 1 Sam: v. 4. on Dagor 's falling 


before the Ark: Wherever the Arkof Chriſt * 


the word in ſimplicity and godly fincerity;/thall | 


93 E 1 


don 'fervice 


that hiſtory was perverted by thoſe, who' preis it 
into the ſervice of ſalvation by works; a dodrine_ 


ry COLI FOR: io 
3.8 55 NA er 101 33s 


| Had n en this day. to 3 the ſho 


* 
* 


It is in my heart to hold communion ith all 


Af 3 


hold communion with the facred, head, i R 


rules of their churches, chuſe to ecken, bleſſed | 
be God, 1 dare not reject them. e mobi. 


"By the mito? a of the al 


ag 1 
| 982 men r 
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ing; and bleſſed be God, the people in Edinburgh 
need not ſtarve ſor want of Goſpel, though the peo- 
ple, eſpecially the poor, want more of it than they 
at preſent enjoy, no places of worſhip being pro · 
perly calculated ſor that deſign. It was now quite 
out of the queſtion to preach within: doors vn the 
Lord's day evenings. On the Calton Hill I ad- 
dreſſed the moſt ſolemn congregation I have ſeen 
for many years. Fifteen thouſand, on the moſt mo, 
| derate computation, were ſaid to attend, ſome ſup. 
poſe a larger multitude. .;} know, on theſe occaſions, 
our principal aim mould be, toalarm the inner: this 
Iattempted, from Mark viii. 36, 37. from the conſi- 
dleration of the er en als we oh „e 
ene 1 4 0 


; 1 3 FI wa 7 * * 15 
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þ \\/ Tueſday, Abit 21. Hitherio/I'was Ground: 
with Mr. Haldane as my companion in travel. 
His brother, Mr. James Haldane, was the kind 
friend who next conducted me to other parts of 
te country. Our firſt viſit was to Melvil Houſe, 
the fat e the Earl of Leven. Here and th 


be God, a noble family is fill to be found, 7 


in Which the word of God is hono red; and where 
e altar of family prayer is devoutly attended. 
How different the ſtate of ſuch a family, even 
from the happineſs they enjoy in that pleaſant 
vat aal and order which i is ever produced . 5 

; 25 the | 


þ CES "6 % » | 12 
| the fear of God, when . 0 
of behaviour whieh renders the Rigbt Honourable 


their neighbours, becauſe more confpica fly 10 * 8 5 


eg; and, conſequently, a greater curſe to all that 
are ſufficiently, year to partake of the baneſul . 
fluences of the horrid example. Not ſo the family 


ut Melvil Houſe, Reading and expounding be 


Scriptures, and ſolemn prayer to God, is a buſi- * 


neſs that muſt not be omitted. I was happy, there-  * 


| fore, to be the domeſtic chaplain on this occaſion, - 
This family has lately loft a yery principal orna- 
ment, in the death of Lady Leven. The vener- 
able old Earl, according to the courſe of nature, 
rannot long ſurvive ; yet, I truſt, there is nd ten- 
fon to doubt, but the ſame attention will be pre- 
ſerved, by the next generation, to the cauſe of Go 

and truth, as will. ſtill prove, if not many, yet a 
few are called of noble blood to fear God an en 

nour him in their lives. | | 


7-0 


Tueſday eve, At 21. | Reathed Denies? „ Abe 1755 


8 Burgher Miniſter in this place, a very Gaple ev. 65-7 


ed, affectionate man, gave us to underſtand, that 
his chapel or chapel- yard was equally at our fer- 
vice. The evening being very. pleaſant, near two 
thouſand people attended : the chapel- yard was _ 
| therefore judged the moſt convenient. I urged .  - 
upon them, as at Greenoek; the glorious workat 
„ 5 


2 m1 
1 — | We tired e with a very ſmall 
elect party. hamareniatien, dente ws ro- 


15 as. . one Se yh Goſpel Miniſter of 
dhe Eftabliſhed Church with us in the eve, ye 
oh characters are too little known in thoſe part 


I pod, fo far as it reſpects the eſtabliſhment, many 


vm of Scotland are very dark indeed, we. 


"Wedneſday, Auguſt 22. Began this day. by 
reaching at eight o'clock, a ſecond ſermon in the 


2. place, to the ame affectionate people, and to 
nearly as many, at an hour much leſs convenient. 


Agoung man of remarkable ability and grace, Mr, 


MExen, was once the Miniſter of this congrega- | 


tion. This bright luminary had ſcarcely r riſen when 


he ſet. Had he lived, I will not ſay he would have 
eclipſed a Witherſpoon ; but his Eſſays, and Trea- 


tiſe on the Types, give the fulleſt proof of his ability 
08 a writer, and of his grace as a Chriſtian, We 
travelled next to St. Andrews, Being treated in 

the weſt ſo much like a benden, fuch is the . 


. wickedneſs of my heart, 


treated, like an Apoſtle, with perſecution; at St. An⸗ | 
drews; though after ſuch indulgences, Lown I had 


not an appetite for ſuch /our ſauce. This I feared, 


. + becauſe ſome had taſted.it before me. Thither, 
* * went. We quietly put up at the inn, 


and 


A 


- i 41 3 
and; were conducted to a ed 


town, where I preached —_— | Par cf 


people, who behaved very decently and attentively. 


al the Students or Miniſters, ſhould they condeg 


ſcend to liſten at a diſtance, could ever o of + 


againſt a religion that always produces ( rightes · 
e «nd. 


| After . we * 9 by the. ſen ſhore; 
viſited the ruins of Cardinal Beaton's caſtle ; re, 
turned to our quarters, and retired to reſt, Nex _ 
morning, at eight, o'clock, agreeably to previous 
publication, I preached, or attempted to' preach 
the Goſpel, - from Iſaiah Ii, 1, 2. Returned" o 
| nnn ; diſcharged our little account, and pro- 
X on ou ey. Now I do verily W 
they who went 1 us were not leſs peace 
able and quiet than ourſelves. Why then make an 
"uproar, and why charge the uproar thus made, on 
ters the moſt quiet and retired-? Had,any . 

one told us that Mr, James Haldane and came 
with ſuch A deſign, we could ſcarce have belieyed 
our on ears: and yet it has been oſtentimes 
| known, when, a peaceable quiet Preacher bas been 
mobbed for preaching the Goſpel, his perſerutom 
have accuſed him of raiſing the mob. Now 
leave weh alone, and I verily believe there wilt be 
#5 F - G ; * no 


My ſubject was Rom. xiv. 17, 1 thought which 


wes enn thy Bel a . 


* 


N ot the ee practi vr found we | 


n is true; indecd, that s "AY tinge uttered - 
About at the extremity of the evening congreg#- 
tion. A pleaſant funny day produced thoſe butter- 
flies in human ſhape, who appeared vaſtly clever in 
their own conceits, and gave themſelves ſuch airs 
as might be expected from them, ey, 
entirely beneath our attention and regard. | 
withſtanding, nothing can equal the pitiable — 
tion of ſuch hearers, as the lightneſs and friv6- 
ty of their minds prevent them from all poſſi- 
bility of receiving good. While mere froth floats 
upon the underſtanding, it requires almoſt more 
chan a miracle of grace to perfuadeſach © to watch 
unto prayer, and to give all diligence to make their 
_— and ne furs” . 


St. cee though once the: a of 
| Scotland, is much deſerted. Its three fireets, pa- 
rallet with each other, appear mean and depopu- 

| hated. The ruins of the cathedral, upon a pro- 
montory hanging over the. ſea, leave but a very 
unt idea of the original magniſieence of the ſtruo- 
ttute, but you are pleaſed with its retired ftuation, 
Though in a poor country, itis ſkirted with's good 
tract of land, and ſtands on a clean rocky ſhore. 
The 


5 1 43 'y 
be principal church is rebuilding, with large 
galleries cloſe to the Miniſter's toguth; If by this he 
thinks he ſpares his lungs, without the aſſiſtance 
2 be e POOR * wall, ms 5 5 n 
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| The Colleges of St. 8 fill contious 13 7 


| make it a place of ſome little importance. Exter- 
nally the buildings do not claim any great ſhare of 
our admiration. Of its internal contents, as the 
reſpect the divinity line, I have not ſufficient, - 
formation to enable me to ſay, whether it 
5 abounds with holy devoted youths, much devoted 
to prayer with and for each other, longing over 
ſouls in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, and waiting 
till they ſhall be ſent forth to preach the 0 
7 with others lg were ſent thither with no: a 


4? 


IT 


pla Aas 23. Traveled "Sint kad s 
roads and a rainy day to Kirkaldy. Preached in 
the evening in the Burgher Meeting, from John _ 
i. 14. o/ the glories of Chriſt as the only begotten Fs 
of ths Father. This day I finiſhed the 54th year 
ol my age. How far the greater portion of my _ {| 

life is now paſſed by! What cauſe of repentance * | 
and humiliation that I have done ſo little for Him 

© who has done ſo much for me | O for more zeal 
and deyotedneſs of ſpirit, that the little remains _ 

| "WY of 


* of God and the 6 alration of mankind! 
3 | 
. Friday, Lana 24. i e at 08 
Burgher Meeting, at eight o'clock in the morning, 
from Rev. xxi. 3. on the latter day glory, (when 
the Tabernacle of God ſhall be with man.” O for 
ſtronger expectations of better and brighter days, 5 
till that glorious day ſhall come! I truſt” this 
Was a very comfortable meeting; but baving 
Fa deen given to blunder all the days of my life, I 
here treſpaſſed againſt the order of public worſhip, 
| in omitting the ſecond Pſalm ; for which offence, 
I was ſeriouſly reprimanded by an aged gentle- 
man, one of the elders of the church. My apo- 
logy was, that we were to paſs the water, and had 
not time. No time, it was urged, could be loſt b 1 g 
- ſuch an excellent part of divine ſervice. I moſt - 
;readily admitted the excelleney of the work, tho 
1 was glad not to be called to decide on their me- 
thod of perforroing it. I thought, however, that 
: two o pſalms were no more neceflary than two ſer- | 
mons; and chat things of this ſort were left op- 
"yional, as time and opportunity allowed. I ſoon 


good old gentleman--as nothing is right but what is 


done according to certain forms and orders already 


1 e They have, not. goly the Goſpel among 


the 


* 


found, that no argument could ſucceed with the 


. 1 2 
the Becbders im this town, voa en t, ſwect- 
ſpirited Goſpel Miniſter in the church, who favour 5 
r. us with all eee er e was * 


48 
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 Crofied RG hae is Leith... The Nirth in "he: 


ceedingly rough and tempeſtuous, I became ver 
ſick, Was however ſufficiently recovered to gives 
another ſermon by the eve, at Leith, in Mr. Shir- 
reiff's park, to about two thouſand people, from 


t being eight miles over, and- the weather ex ö 5 


2 Cor. Iv. 6. On the glory of God een in ; * 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, e FE 


* — w 7 N 
4 7 


Saturday, Auguſt 25. Was engaged i in the littls 
way, though not the leſs profitable. Gaye an ex- 
hortation to a ſet of decent, attentive, W- N 
children, at the Merchants School, recommend- 
ing to them a child- like ſpirit, from Pſalm erna. 
My, beart was much affected in the en by. 
yep. it was a pleaſant time'to ny 225 
\ Afterwards wept to the Aflom for the bind. 
| Sooke to them from Iſa. I. 10. directing “them 
that walk in darkneſs and that bad no light, to 
truſt i in the Lord.“ This is a good and e | 
inſtitution, and i is well conducted, *- 


- * «4 > —_— 
* ” 
4 * 
. 1 * 
* 1 - 


1 


Lord Dey, Auguft ad, Wes bed 
0 n. in the Circus, _ Yr quite crowded 


„ I 


1 


(6) 


| From Matt, . 40. on the perſedtion of the Chrif ian, 


as maniſcſted in the mind of Chriſt. At the fore- 


- noon ſervice, lectured as uſual. oo mantra 1 
England, on his way to Aberdeen, gave us a warm 


aud animate 


"ſermon from that paſſage, © with- 


bout holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord :“ and in 


the evening I preached on the Calton Hill to a 
congregation as large, if not larger, than hereto- 


| fore. Fifteen or twenty thouſand people aſſembled. 


MV ſubject was, Iſa. xxxv, 2, 3. O that ſinners 
© might but be engaged by ſuch alluring promiſes, 
to know and to believe in that infinite good which 

2 in God our Saviour 153 


"voter, Auguſt 27. FO an eckortition” to 
the children in the Orphan School. This place 
was erected principally by the zealous exertions of 


* the late Mr. Whitfield, by collections on his diſ- 


ferent viſits to Edinburgh. His picture ſands 

among others of the moſt eminent benefactors to 
that inſtitution, and his memory will be ever dear 
to the deſtitute of each riſing generation ; while 
the building exhibits' a ſufficient monument 
to prove that, while he preached ſalvation by 
Chrif 40 he never oat up farth without 
works". PT 


7:9 While the Mayiftrates were vey an engaged in enclo- 
fog 'a place to accommodate Mr. Whitfield and his congrega- 


8 g 
o 4 * 


( + 
- Tuciſday PET The Lord, in lovig kinds © EE 

| neſs, was pleaſed to Jay his correRting” band upon 
me. The conſequence of theſe late exertions were 

fo ſeverely felt; that it was not in my power to pro- 

ceed i Muſſelburgh, where I was 1 inted to 

preach, Mr. Jatnes Haldane, therbfors, Ki 
aun ae e mmm 


$4 111 1 ö 5 i £4.21 1 - 


8 


 Wedneftay, Auguſt 29. le 1 80 to 
preach at Dalkeith, though under conſiderable > 
weakneſs, I was enabled to fulfil my engagement. 
The Relief Chapel was well filled with about fif- 
teen hundred people. Preached from Heb. ix | 
13, 14. on the glorious doctrine of our reconcilia - 7 


tion aud er, Hug ** atonement of 


* * 
4 


, J 
4 5 > #4: =» 
„ 2 


* * £5 . vw» 


| "hr 45050 30. Took : a lite 36s to the 
pleaſure grounds of the Dyke of Buecleugh,, and - 
through the demeſne of Mr. Dundes. Lovers of -- 
rural beauty cannot but delight themſelves i in theſs, 
ſcenes, Happy they among the great who have an 
ee wm Mott, et NA prepared 8 | 


7 * 6h 


| e Haley XL IE a 
of ſhutting him out of the churches in their diſtrict, vaſtly. to 
the credit of their ſpiritual authority, when contraſted. with ſos | 
moſt kind _ 1 conduct of the civil power. 


® . 
py 5 
th em = 
a 


2 


29 


hon, by the ri of the Goſpel 00 thi r 


ddt, Augt 30. Preacbed at Muſſel 


bank 
| bo eve, here it was my deſign, if illneſs had 
2 not prevented, to have preached on the Tueſday. 
I endeavoured to preſs the neceſſity of entire de- 


4 HE . 


penned and dedication to God, from Rom. xii. 1. 


The place of worſhip, the Relief, Church, as far 
| os recollect, was well filled with a decent 
; and attentive cpngregutin. 4 Wm, 


; Filday, Auguſt 31. Preached my Fut ſermon 
to the people at Leith, to a till larger congrega- 
Von than before. Though the evening was ſome- 
what unfavourable, it was ſuppoſed near three 
thouſand people aſſembled. Juſt as we were con- 
cluding, the rain came in confiderableabundanee. 
In every place but this, when the weather was un- 
_ favourable, ſome place of worſhip was always Kind- 

I opened. Through the good providence of God, 


in Leith it was not wanted. God bleſs thoſe Mini- 
fers of the Goſpel with open hearts, who, though 


mmey ſhut their doors againſt their brethren in Chriſt, 


ſtill love them, pray for them, and wiſh them ſuc- 


me converſion of Paul and its conſequent effects, 
manifeſted in the ſpirit of mo Behold he | 


prayeth. “ 
* 2 Saturday, 


| - del in the name of the Lord. I preached from 


* * — hos ld ALL Iv Set ou re — 7 
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with Lady Manwelt. 1 all in ag 
ly. devothd, 1 ſhould have better 4752 in the 


f his en wp rhe a trait gate.” 


e Circus bene 
egation. " 


mme thoſs of 445 * „ Barly, wy Gel, will 1 ſeek: a 
thee therefore dealt with „tom that! tine | 
p yer of the Apoſtle Paul, Eph. iii. 
der, mark that priyend- Whocan lhe 


of a Bible, Tt it" we 
A ries! 
| man who f. 
the ſecond ſervice L 
relates reſ % 


E H 
F . ? 8 


* 


* * = 


n — 3 . 


| bluſh for ſhame, under the humiliating reflection, 
75 how little has been done by them, while ſo much 


fans affic; made 


#p b 


by yur Urt. 5 It is time F 


Uobof the rd, but always too 8 
0 ſpail; having been ſhot at by many an angry ar- 
though 1 ſell ſo ſhort, I was willing to eneou- . 


9 15 young ſociety to itinerate far and wide, 


| May their zeal, guided by the Saviour's wiſdom, 
ſurpriſe the North; that many a dry formaliſt may 


6 


2 iſbed by inſtruments they ſo 
letely defpiſe ! May theſo be bleſſed with the 


| . Bdſdneſs of the lion, the meekneſs of the lamb, the 


wiſtlon of the ſerpent, the henleliwpl of the dove. 


| þ Po 1 7 2 5 #64 * 
Fi -On th evening of the day, 1 'precohed. my 1 


on the Calt. 


Hill Shame Srbode ma a thouſand. times, to. 


E J. Alvi. iu. 22, 23, 24, pe. w— 1 
| a. beg. ak thoughtiths ſubject would; _ Ls 


on, 4 4 


Fae | 


take a text onee the language of Paul, Acts xx. 24, tr 


however, that a ſpark. was felt of the 
e which he enjoyed, therefore I ventured.” 


| Had I a thouſand lives, I truſt they would be ſpent 7 
in ine Lord's bleſſed work. \ dare not be ſettered 
. ee laws, 3 am under a AR gow: | 

mand 


& "SS 5 


4 ne anc 
but laws like theſe Yeh ne Dot Arr e ” 


i eren! to the end of the world,” re OO „ 


law z this muſt be good. If our good 
| had not tranſyreſſed the eſtablithed/paroetiial'relis- 
gion of the ſtate, we had not been blelitd with - = 
the Reformation; and even the reformed; ma 5 4 


N another. reformation.” The Lord loved La 
@erefore be delivered Hi from the tl... 


an my Calton Hill preferment to any Goſpel Mi- 
niſter who choſe'to'accept it, together with'all the oy 

reſt of my airy pluralitiesin the North. When good - 5 = 
men are ſottered by human laws which are bad, 1 8 — 
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de ben: . Acces Chi 1 
have been ſomewhat a ſufferer by ſuch a eondu; 


the dates ee, 


eee pre F am with 10 alwa 4 


on that Ack 1 therefore: mon 140 at 


pray that they may be ſet at 


7 "by" X eine 


again degenerate and become depraved, and need 


quickened, ſtill he was bound: this Lord farther 
ſays, looſe him and let him go.” Prom all hu- - 


man trammels, dear Lord releaſe ty diſciples 1 Ne 1 ö 


Men has ”= _ 8! oh 


ix 8 1 a: ys 
” * "x = * * £ 


| The congregation alu wwe ib threat & 
was . large; ; ſome have thought near „ 
8 4 es . . 15 3 77 : | 
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ear from d of — multitude, = $1 
declar . of God, what | 
raden and grace does it require On, this occa- 
"hon; A 2 eee as | 


5 1 3. 1 — then 8 7 = 
xhortation to the children of Lady Maxwell's 5 
; aft addreſ ed the poor unfortunate 
nomen that hare fought an aſylum from a life of 
| proſtitution at the Philanthropic ; and preached in 
the evening, ſor the laſt time, at the Circus, to a 

very great multi tude, from Jude xxiv. 25. 0 that 
God would realiae the pleſſings of that prayer to 
all who have given their kind affectionate attend- 


: | ance from, time. to time! May be enrich them > 


| grace, * lead them to bis glory Ls, 
| Set off this day for England, Was eue wit | 


"as . . | Reached . and 
ne, in the Methodiſt Meeting-houſe in the 


155 evening. After ſervice, was moſt affectionately i in- 


vited to Mr. Cunningham s, near that place. Mrs. 


Cunningham came to meet us on that occaſion, 55 
and took us home j in her carriage. Mr, Cunning- 1 


bam, 
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Wedneſday, Klee) 5. ſigned 1 cl 
* proceeded to Berwick; but on bringing the horſe - e 
5 burt of the ſtable, he proved ſo very lame that it Was 
quite impoſſible to continue the journey with him. 
I was obliged, therefore, to ſend notice by poſt, T7 
and by other meſſengers, to poſtpone the a nounces ' 
of my-preaching ; and this afterwards I found was | q 
attended with many inconveniences, -/- Miniſters , 
ſhould be remarkably punctual. to their engage- 
ments. I was, however, very unwilling to leave the 
horſe behind which had conveyed me with ſo much 
paunctuality ſor ſo long a mne ; but after waiting - 

two days longer at the hoſpitable ab f- 

* Cunningham, we proceeded on our journey by 
horſes; my ſervant giving me ſome hopes that the 
| horſe being led; might follow us by gentle Mes. 
Aſter therefore preaching a ſecond time at Dun. - 
| bar, on the TIO Hom a IV; 58. . vert 
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#4 dan AER 8. Preached at noon © 1 


Hull, zealous, affectionate, and much 
io God. May he be long upheld as a barving a and. 


25 ee from Alnwick to o Nowgaſle; ; ee 


at ide Baptiſt Meeting houſe at Neweafile, from | 
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c of this town are 6 of 


is congenial to, uch a ſpirit. 


eee eee teen e 
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Alnwick, from 2 Cor. i, 6. to a full congregation. 
It is lamentable'to think how ſew Goſpel Miniſters 
in the Eſtabliſhed Churches in theſe parts. One 
amiable adroit youth I met with, however, who was 
called to the knowledge of the truth, by Mr. . 


# 


EW * in a _ n be N 


| hy 's a Aud 0 9. EY in [ink EW 


Sees 


« viii. 32, God ſpared not his Son, that he 
n a way of juſtice and mercy ſave the fin- 
ner. O the heights and depths of redeeming love! 
As many could not get into the plaoe in the morn- 
ing, I was adviſed” to work out of doors in tbe 
"IIS aſterrioon. 


nous walls of = town. O'for the day when i 
walls of each fenced city ſhall, be laid in ruinous 0 
| heaps! The day is to come when they ſhall not hurt 
or deſtroy in God's holy mount. I preached on 
the neceſſity of repentance and turning to God, . 
from Ads i. 26, ones A three Wee . 
att 


2 4 
4 3 TJ " 
N 7 
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1 
; 


he) 1 preached to them « on | that moſt engaging”. FLY 
ſubje cl, the prodigal Son; and 1 ſhould 1 . 
hope, from the face of the congregation, that ſome _ =, 
ſinful prodigals might, bave taſted that the Lore 5 
was gracious. - Since then I have heard a divine. os 
Influence on Tony. was vouchſaſed | „ 


* Monday, September10. According AUR "Lag 55 
preached i in the Methodiſt Chapel, from the lore- 1 2 20 
ly metaphor of the vine and its branches, John 
xv. 1. O that the people to whom I preached may 2 bu 4 
be convinced, i in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word, that 
without Chriſt we can do nothing, and that, all 
our freſh ſprings are in him! I mention with re- 
be the truly hoſpitable and affectionate recep- , 4 
tion we met with from Mr. Fiſhwick of this 8 1 
He is e men, and giyen40 ſpitality, - „„ 


* : 


bie that man bir be Juſtified efore 5 
holy God, but in the Link and e "= 


—_. -- Don our Saviour, * Is 3 2 
. Wis TP Ts in "ht 1 > 61: 1 
WEE. Tueſlay, Site n. e 4 rain at Dir: 


« A 
+ 468 fe 


WP from Matt. xv. 2 couraging the faith of 
| the children of God, from the hiſtory of the wo- 
man of Canaan. Took a view of the city and the 
 eathedral. The ſituation of the town'3 is good, eff e 
Kally of the Cathedral, being upon a promonitary 
ole peninſula formed by tbe river. I was dif- 
appointed, however, in viewing the inſide of this 5 
5 * it Has nothing to boaſf 'of a as/a e 
On the ame ie! g we 8 Dall 1 5 5 
Ms and were affectionately received by Mr. Robinſon 
ofb that place. * Here I preached from Gal. vi. 14. 
The greateſt proof of our ignorance. reſpecling 
Hurſelves, is, when we can find 475 by cauſe, of glory 
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_ We dn ſday, tab 12. Gave a morning ex- 
al. hortation at Darlington; dropt a ſew words on the 75 
=... _ oe ſacrifice and work of Chriſt, at noon, At, 
1 Nortbalerton; and renched Rippon i in the evening, 
. | Hi! proper information been ſent, [ need not have 
95 25 


K | 
ſpent this evening in ſilence ; but we eame too late 


to procure a congregation. i in a town where, I fear, 


the Goſpel is but little known and much wanted, 


3 September. 13. Reached Tanks | 


We were received with all poſſible affection by 


Mrs. Iviſon, at the hoſpitable abode of my old re- 


ſpectable friend Mr. Iviſon, though I was grieved 
not to find my very affectionate hoſt at home. 
Having been refuſed ordinatiog, many years ago, by 


the Archbiſhop of York, I eſteemed it my duty to 
go about preaching every where, that men ſhould | 


repent: and I believe the meſſage, though attended 
with abundance of weakneſs, was ſtill bleſſed to 


the ſalvation of many. I then concluded it was 


never the deſigu of Providence that I ſhould be 


permitted to preach the word of life within the 
walls of the Eſtabliſhed Church; though what 1 N 


neyer F I afterwards received. 


- "This © evening I preached in M. Parſons's Meet- 
ing, from 1 Pet. i. 22. on the ſanctifying effects 

produced by believing in the Goſpel. The congre- 

gation was but ſmall, ſor want of proper notice. 


On the next evening we had a much larger aſ- 


ſembly. My ſubject was 1 Pet, ij. g. on the great 
dignity and character belonging, to the children of 
| 1 . 


at 


nes 5 
> — 
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God. How would Chriſtians ſhine were an 


mn . 


"P 2 7 


e e 15. Preached a Ward „ 
lecture at the White Chapel at Leeds, ſpiritual 5 


* 8 


ug the viſit of the Queen of Sheba, to Sieden a at | 


_ Jeruſalem, from 2 Chron, ix. 18. My viſit to this 
own created matter of thankfulneſs before God ; 


— me of former days; and Rill I am ſup- 


ported and upheld. May his promiſe ſtill be veri- | 


ied, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee. Af- 
iy Tron we en _ ate to Rother- 
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Lende e W 16. | Bering 4 0 this 
"I Yeſterday eve, preached at Dr. Williams's 
nn, in the morning, at the peculiar requeſt of 
this worthy and reſpectable Minifter. That I might 


give my ſentiments of a truly ſpiritual Goſpel mi- .- 
niſtry, among the young men who are under his 


twition for that purpoſe, None but a barbarian 


can deny the utility and bleſſing of a good educa- 


* 


tion. I wiſh, however, it were in all places as it is ; 


© this Academy, where none are admitted but 


fh as are ſuppoſed to be truly gracious, and have 3 


given ſome previous evidence that they love the 
Work. Here they loſe no. 20 og ſent _ | 
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pkg Mr. Booden, who was gone to ſu 


contain all who wiſhed to hear, while T endeayour- 
ed to hold forth to them the word of life; from Phil. 


ji. 16, In the evening, I was therefore obliged to 

ſtand out of doors. A very retired convenient ſquare 
was fixed upon near the Meeting. The multitude 
+ who attended was ſuppoſed by ſome to be nat leſs 
than ten thouſand people. I endeavoured to im- 
preſs them with the neceſſity of converſion and re- 


| After the meg rich; anne ſupply th 5 


, while 12 as = 


at Edinburgh. The Mezting-Houſe could not = 


pentance unto life, from Acts iii. 19, When the 5 


ſermon at firſt began, the bells of a neighbouring . ; 
church gave us ſome little diſturbance, but ſuch 


was the kindneſs of the people, as ſoon as 952 
"om was ſent, - the bells were ſhenoed. 


5 | A more ſerious Aan Danse threatened 10 harre 
taken place juſt as we were concluding the ſervice. 


A perſon with a drawn ſword attempted to make his 
way through the congregation to the-place where | 
ſtood; while he brandiſhed his ſword with r 
neee, and ſtruggled hard to reach me, the 
n oy threw him down and difarmed - 


12 = | bim. 


"of 4 


* 


one was 2 the leaſt burt, r nor was ade wu 2 

ol our meeting ſo much diſturbed as might have 
been expected from ſuch an extraordinary event. 
Upon the ſeizure of this unhappy man he appear- 
eld to be entirely inſane; and I dare ſay the good 

| ſenſe of the town's propls will take care to deprive > 
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Monday, September 17. Left Sheffield with re- 
gret, ſecling how much inferior my ſervices: were 

to the affection and attention of the people of that 
ton. A ſpirit of hearing is among them, and 1 

"ou nene of God will be with * | 5 | 


"I | Reaphed Derby, and preached i in the evening ir in 
. the Independent meeting. Many years ago, +: 
' ſpent three Sabbaths in this town. They wanted 


then the ſpirit of harmony and love, and where 


that is wanting religion cannot proſper. Though I 
doubt not but there are ſome good people in that 


congregation, yet I ſear but little of the life and 


power of religion is felt among them. preached - 
from Heb. ix. 11, 12. upon the prieſthood and 
atonement of Chriſt; and urged, in the applica- 
Upon the ons ſinfulneſ of opidity and in- 

: OY Gifferency 


* 


Leal, that appears throughout the conduct of this 


0 CY I: | 
difference under 7 fuch rich diſplays of the mer 
of our God in Chriſt on our behalf. 171 
U 19" tows accordi 8 to 1 word 1 


1 


Tueſday, Se 


Mr. Burder, in preaching at Coventry; but when 
Ve arrived we found that he was from home, aud 

that my letter had not been received. There . 
5 therefore no notice of a ſermon given, and no time 


5 to procure a Nr ig 85790 e our ene 


lirement at the inn. 


* C 


welded, ee 19. Vrocknaly to W. 
wick. / Preached ſor Mr. Moody. If all people 
acted with the ſame prudence, devotedneſs, and 


worthy Miniſter, the ſame effects might be pro- 
| duced with them as have been in this place. By | 
patient continuance in well doing, he has ſo far 


put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh men, that 


the prejudices of many of the people of the town 
have at length been conſiderably ſubdued; by 


this means his congregation has been enlarged, _ 
and conſequently he has been obliged to enlarge 


his place of worſhip. My ſubje& was Heb. i. 
3. on N e and atonement of our Lord. 
1 | 4 Cs | Conbdering | 


pte be 10 Dag \ 3 
my reſpe to that faithful, diligent ſervant of God, 


t 07 * . 
] in übe ſhortneſs. of the notice, a. very | 
| good and e eongramies attended, | 


| ' Thurſday, eimer 20. Our next FOO vis to: 
| Eveſham. Here again, as at Coventry, Mr. Day, the 
_ "Curate of Bengeworth, (a part of Eveſham) being 
om home, proper notice had not been received. 
However, my good old friend, Mr. Beale, their 
lte Miniſter, would not let me paſs through the 
town without calling a congregation together, 
Notice was therefore ſent round the town, and the 
bells were rung, announcing a public ſervice, I 
read prayers, and afterwards preached from John 
xvi. 14, How pleaſant, when Miniſters in their 
mutual viſits can thus affiſt with their mutual la- 
| boujs; and what a firiking appearance would be 
exhibited to the nation at large, if all pariſh Mini- | 
- fiers thus gave the right hand of fellowſhip to each | 
ot , by making uſe of their churches in this free "1 
* manner ſor the uy goonTt-.. 7 


5 


o 


_— Though no new nf is be to . 
cee-rs by ſuch viſits, yet, as every man has his pecu- 
luar gift, ſuch exchange of labours has a wonderful 
tendency to arouſe the ſpirits of the people, and to 
1 promote a. life- of ſpirituality 'and brotherly love = 
=: — . themſelves. And were Mi. 
1 | | . N niſiers 
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hiſters ins to viſit W ſuch valuabls 
purpoſes, by being: inſtant out of tun 

in ſeaſon; inſtead of carouſing together like the men 
of the world, without the leaſt reſpect 0 their own. 


characters or the fouls of their -pariſhi | ' is. 


oornplaint of the increaſe of other places, of wor- 


ſhip would ſoon be confiderably diminiſhed; wh 


ky, 


many who built and ſupported them would be 
to return to the places they have relingy 


gem do other”. reaſon than beats 1 „ 1 5 


conceive, they cannot hear the truth of e < 30 
pel, according to the doctrines of the 
and from ſuch A 4s Whoſe 


Pu e W 1 


Mr. fates lain tata 


baogals he could EP the duties of his charge, 
reſigned the living. | I mention this as ſuch u Hi 
mothodiflical Terapuloſity of conduct, as is not 
very common in the preſent day ;—and indeed, in 


' inſtance; it may not be neceſſary; while ſuch 


| te had ſafficient authority from Scripture to copfute theſs' out- 
ol. leaſon opportunities, by quoting the Fourth Cofn mand 
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2 better, 2 puter man .lives not .to 


* to — in eee werbe 
for my good old apoſtolic brother, Mr. Wintee. 


of Chriſt. If, by his 


I beon leſs ſueceſiful. chan ra yet he has. 
boon n by none in at 


try of the monk. 
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doing, 1 22 Reached Wotton Un- 


eee with my very Kind companion in ion... 
All well, an in edis r In- 
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bus I 8 now i finiſhed ; a nine 1 8 1 Goſpel 
of full 1200 miles; have in much 


| weakneſs to many thouſands; and haye been. more 


or leſs engaged on different calls near eighty times, 
with no other calamity than a little indiſpoſition 


ſor a few days; and the temporary lameneſs of the 


' ſame horſe which conveyed me through all my jour- 
ney, excepting the ſhort reſpite he required till he 
_ could overtake me on the road. Without, * 
the * perſonal inſult from any quarter, « e 


. - 


ing a Cnall ſhare of a diſtant biſs of falſe aff 
and, I truſt, unjuſt 


 * Pardon our per ecutors and landerers, and turn _ „ 
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8 Thus again, am 1 reſtored to the ſpot 1 
ag a N of bee e retirement; a place * 


miniſtry. I bleſs God, many fouls were tben i 
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action. For them, L only OE 47 
quote that fine expreſſion | in our Church Liturgy, + 5 55 


| up it pad ahe-gf the i fen of, magna. | ” 


- called and ſayed by grace, and many of them 15 „ 


| truſt are gone to glory. The congregation. is as 7 | 

| large as in the beſt of our days; notwithſtanding, 
| 1 fear, but little real work has of late been done. 
From whence, my God, is this ſuſpenſion | Is the © 

| fault in me, or is it in them? Or is it that I am to 


called elſewhere, by being driven to give a 1 
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; Fellows, 6 
bur Saviour.” 


Goſpel 


5 Jonmlal; from my reſped; 00% 
en Iam now happy to 
on my viſit to Scotlan to your more 
—— attention. 
5 | in the itinerant mk 
une in which] 
"1 I have followed - 
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= i preaching throrgh England, Scotland. — wal 
wr Ireland, and Wales, I always | conceived 1 "ro 

fuck cloſe to my pariſh. We are to preach the 1 
pel to every creature, even to the end 
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"te wend7* + thi e e | . 
of bigotry, and of every ſectarian ſpirit * 
all denominations; declare vengeance againſt 
the unſeriptiiral innovations of narrow - mind- 
ed bigots, who, finding the word of God un- 
compliant to deſigns like theirs, have com- 
dined together to ſupport their dogmas, at- 
ee to certain rules of their own creating: 
and all theſe, as contrary to the themed eee 
of God, that all Chriſtians ſt ſhould be brethren, | v1 


2 N 


* 


o . . 5 i FN 


In the name ; of „ hey beloved Brother, | 1 
- With the ſword of age in your hand, and 
the liſe of God in your heart, purſue thoſe hide- 
ous monſters even unto death. But you have 
given ſufficient evidence how much you re- 
ſpect the Chriſtian, where ſoever you find him, , {4 
and however disfigured, not only we the wart; |. } 
"but even me wen * 577 


son this cibjett may ene comport 1 
ich yours; Oy I yy prone I are 
15 1 e pretty 
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my we cannot diſagree. Our hearts, I am 2 


D 3 ze ue dier 1 


% -_ 4 
* 


calling was completely different, , 


"Vow! was See fot ae inaritiie / bs, 


and from a ſituation creditable and lucrative, = 


commenced a Pedal ing preacher, crying your 
wares. from town to town, at a low rate in. 
deed, © without money and without price "ot 
and ſcattering religious tracts as you travel from. 
place to. place While it was my lot to be bred 
to the trade, and to ſerve a regular apprentices 


ſhip for the purpoſe ; but being ſpoilt in the 


Sen as a - Age 1 

' ſhare'; a decent independent competency is a 
bleſſing a bleſſing indeed, if thereby we can 
n Jeſus freely, and prove to the poor * 
the flock, that we can ſacrifioe our own _ 
fit, if we can be profitable to them. Let it 
then be our glory to ſuffer ſhame and con- 
tempt for the ſake of him who * hid not his 
face from ſhame and ſpitting” for our Redemp- 
tion: 5 Holding apo the word oF life n 
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tribulation, provide 
win Chriſt,” and are bleſſed 
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Wich much ſincerity of affection, Tam 


im, 


er hope to remain, your affeQionate Bro- 


ther and fellow labourer in the Goſpel of our. 
Salvation, „ TIE 
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e of diſcipline 17 


| * Scots: Whater other differences may have 
wt ſubfiſted among them, in this they neve = 


hen the blefling of the Reformation was fiſt 
introduced among them, and other N 
„James V. their King, rigidly ſu 
N a After bis a" 


© PF * 
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n 
* oy 
—— — 


t WE e 


, 
by 
7 
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„3 : « 2) A % 1 
and daughter were equally attached to the religion 
of Rome. Notwithſtanding the Proteſtant intereſt 
| prevailed, though many were perſecuted even un- 
to death. But Mary Queen of Scots, being driven 
from her throne, her ſon James VI. afterwards © 
James I. with us, began his reign, if it can beſo 
| called, an infant of two years old. The ruling 
powers during his minority became Proteſtant: 
and from the cruelties before exerciſed by their 
Papal taſk-maſters, treated every thing that looked 
like Popery with the utmoſt detefiation and abhor- 
rence, Not only the religion of Rome, but the 
buildings erected by the people of that ſuperſti- 
tion, felt the iron hand of their indignation ; and 
many of them ſoon became ruins. It was 5 
that Preſbyterianiſm was efiabliſhed, ſhe pro- 
cured at the ſame time not a little of the civil 
power to be interwoven with her religious economy. 
But as James grew up into life, he began to find 
out that the Reformers had taken from him much 
more than he was willing to part with; and be- 
ing next in ſueceſſion to the Engliſh throne, he 
began to eaſt his eye on the ſplendor of Engliſh 
Epiſcopacy ; and ſoon gave it the preference to the 
plainneſs and ſimplicity of Scots Preſbyterianiſm, 
Hence came a common expreſſion of his, * Preſ- 
e *þyterianiſm is not a religion fit for a gentleman :"' 
4 „ 5 „ and. 


„„ 
and while he t the met —— 
' maxim, No Biſhop, no King» 
' hated the name of a biſhop. - 

| quite as much as the King loved it; the ſeedgiof 
5 31 were 3 ſown between him and 
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But while the drift of his 
3 led him to the eſtabliſnmeimt of 
though he had obtained laws in its favour, l 
Vas not the wy n weak and irreſolute, who 


Hh moſt een confuted by the Scots, who have ever 
proved themſelves moſt zealouſly attached to the perſon/ ofn 
King, over the Britiſh conſtitution, yet there is nothing ſo com- 
mon among wieked and artful men in the preſent day, as to re-, 
preſeut all Diſfenters indiſeriminately as republicans, and mere - 
p becauſe they are Diſſenters. Wbewzver Wa Mee dye - : 
may be found among them, as among others, it js the higheſt ast 
£27? of cruelty to bring this charge againſt the body at large, and eſpe- 
cially a body of men who were the firmeſt friends to our kingly | 4 
government us eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, and che. 11 15 | 
| ſupporters of the preſent ſamily on the throne, 2 de 

See a pamphlet lately written in a truly as Cu 
| ſpirit by the Rer. Mr. Kingſbury, of Southampton, entitled 
+ An Apology for Village Preachers,” in vindication of the Diſſent- 
ere, aghinſt ſome late inveQives —_— only to 1 80 42 2 
pri el eder, land. eee 
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fb This 1 base was left 6. bis ſon 
Charles, a man of firmer mind and ſuperior abili- 
(lies, It was in his reign that the laws in ſavour of 
Epiſcopacy were to be enforeed againſt the judg- 
ment and conſciences of the people: this threw | 
the whole kingdom into confuſion, and a civil war 
commenced. The liturgy ſent down by Archbi- - 
ſhop Laud was attempted to be enforced in vain ; - 
and Sharp, Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, ultimately 
" fell a facrifice to the attempt. National covenants 
were univerſally adopted and the Biſhops themſclyes 
vere excommunicated by the enen Aſſembly. - 


The quarrel between the King 3 Parliament - 
in England juſt then breaking out into open re- 
bellion, not only liberated the Scots from all fur= 
ther ſears concerning the introduction of Epiſco- 
pacy, but gave them an opportunity to return the 
viſit, with their ſorm of church government, into 
England. The Parliament being juſt then bard 
preſſed by the royaliſis, needed the aſſiſtance of the 


| liter kingdom. And now was the time for the _ 


Scots, by the ſame civil ſword, to eſtabliſh their 
Prefbyterianiſm on the ruins of our Epiſcopacy FD 


te Solemn League and Coveuant, nearly ſimilar 


to. other national covenants, was ſworn to and 5 

adopted by public authority. There was now to 

| 12 but one religion in both nations; allowing as 
| | little, 


hes 
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| ceived) from their pe! 
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ty Preſbyterianſim univerſally prevailed and fat. 
as a'Queen, treating every deviation from her na- 
tional de with all the everity that law cou 
enforce, # TH 3 e 
The Mon- led telgw of Predbyteviaiign; 4 
ever ſoon demoliſhed by the reſtbration ofthe 
Charles. 1 be wo aden n wo thele 
lis 2 which were 50 calevlinedth diſguſt 


a mind like hjs, ſo diſſipated and profane, vet as. 5 


oon as he was ſeated on the Engliſh throne, Preſ- 
| byterianiſin again ſuffered the yengeanee of Per 
ſecution. Patronage/ſ the abborred evil of the 
Seottiſh Chunk, was en he uns Much eruel-⸗ 
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25 Been the Dake of Hamilton, a 00 to-fign the- 
Covenant, i it was decreed that their lands ſhould be ſeized, their 
perſons apprehended, with liberty to kill ſuch as made reſiſt- 
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univerſal, 


the Crown is by fac the moſt extended : 1 believe Fully one bir 3 
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and from a a variety of circumſtances, the patronage 


8 of the world; through/their own contrivance, | 


* s have: adhe 1 40 their p 
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1 oy 4 b eofome' U, while zn 
1 fines and impriſonments were the por⸗-⸗- 
- tion of all who did not h 
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. — — er u power of 
_ the civil ſword, ſtrove to fight it out; while real 
chriſtianity was bleeding under the wretched diſ- 
Pf nt 3 tha the FRG more or leſs aw be. 


eee and — Northera bretbren 


were leſt lo chuſe ſor themſelves, without being 
| perſecuted: by the ſtate; and ſo far as their Eſta- 
bliſhed Church may have in it too much of+ the 


Ke 10 be diſplesſing to many, yet, bleſſed be 
God, the diſſentients may withdraw, and ſtill en- 
joy the protection granted by ths: mild and mer- 
cine W. of our moſt N s Conftitution. 0 

e ee 


But WI already hinted- the cloſely the” 


ts I the outlines of that economy, as. far as. 


Lam — to the't alk. 


has its Elder ; and over theſe the Miniſter preſides 
as moderator, but without a negative. . Theſe are. 
directed to meet once a week, ia, condides-thathtls 
fairs of the pariſh, This is their loweſt obmurch 
ut, 4 5150 lie from henee to the next cut 

0 ytery, of which Tj 


Aboye this is the third Church Court, 
e Provincial Synod. "Theſe feceive appeals from + 
e Freſbyteries, and can controul their acts * 
body conſiſts of the: ſeveral Preſbyteries of the-Pro- 
vince; and meet twice a year in ſome-centra>-phuige}. | 
Still we have another ſtep to climb before we r doh 
the ſummit, of power belonging to the Eſtabliſhed 
Church of Scotland, and this court. is called % 
General: Aſſembly, intended, no doubt, to collect the. 
cream of the whole, This Court conſiſts of Commiſ- 
fiogersfrom the Preſbyteries, Royal Burghs and Uni- 
verſities · The Preſpyteries ſend Repreſentatves, 
Minittrs and Ruling Elders, | accordipg to their 
number. Each Royal Burgh. ſends one Ruling, 
Elder, Edinburgh ſexds two, and Were * 2 


3 | | " ſubſcribe 


e eee —ů — 


Thee meet in „ ene; dog chlo 1 


Fo” 
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teived ad ando over er bed pride « Royal Com 


's . {Full * how far believing we) fubleribing may "itfer 
lu the minds of people in this day of wonderful liberality, I pre⸗ 
ſent the reader with the following extract from the Scots En- 
__exclopedia. No doubt they who conceive common honeſty. 
mould direct hand and heart, will at the fame time cry out, Why 
did not theſe gentlemen ſpeak for themſelves? It ſhall be left 
| however with the General Aſſembly and the writers of the En- 
 eyclopatdia, to ſettle it among themſdves whether the chile 
bejuſt, and how anne eee a 
this method of ſubſcribing. . o_ 


It may be neceſſary in an 8 ee ee 5 
to the Prince, and of attachment to the Conſtitution, civil 
| etclefiaſtical, but it cannot produce uniformity of opinion. 
all language is more or leſs ambiguous, it becomes Ae if - 
not impoſſible, to determine in what ſenſe the words of long eſta- 
bliſhed creeds are to be interpreted, and we believe that the 
Clergy of the Churches of England and Scotland ſeldom conſider 
| themſelves as fettered by the Thirty-nine Articles, or the Con-. 
flion of Faith, when compoſing-inſtruAions either for their 


y * tf / ri Che ants , * 


N uk 


. Geb Sen! ere e we vn 
an fach own aiid believe the whole doftrine contained 

in the Confeſſion of Faith, approven/by, & c. frequently confirm- 
ed by divers Acts of Parliament (an excellent way of coliffirming 
truth) to be the truths of God; and I do own the ſame to be 
the Confeſſion of my Faith; alſo the worſhip, &c. and the Pref. 
byterian' government and diſcipline ; which doctrine, worſhip, 


op cata Iam nts 1 on the 
word 


_ 4 oY 1 8 at he FER time 


claimed by the Aſleablyitſelf by the voice of tert, 
moderat ; ſo. that, this Aſſembly, to ſave the cre 9 
dit of both claimants has a double diſſolution and . 


by all accounts, no matter if its diſſolution was . 
eternal, for ſuch a motley mixture of 3 1 
tives of Miniſters and Elders, many of whom art | 
lawyers, and even offices of the crown, ſrom 
Preſbyteries, - Royal Burghs, - and Univerſities, 
prove, it ſeems, a ſtrange group when. collected to: 
gether as a body. I ſpeak not of individuals. I do- . 
not hear that there is any charge againſt them, that 
they are © rigbteous over. much: nor are they, it is 
to be feared, very near a-kin to the General Al- 
ſembly and Church of the firſt born ;” I ſhould ſup- 5 
| poſe that as their method' of 1 managi durch 


word of God, and agreeable thereto; and I ett . 
the Grace of God, I ſhall firmly and conſtantly adhere to the 
ſame, and to the utmoſt of my power, ſhall, in my ſtation, aſ. 
ſert, maintain, and defend the ſame doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline | 
and government of this Church, by Kirk Seſſions, Preſbyteries, 
' Synods, and General Aſſemblies; and that I ſhall, in my prac- 5 
tice, conform myſelf to faid worſhip, . and ſubmit to ſaid diſci» | 5 
rl and government ; and never, directly nor indirectiy, 1 
our the prejudice and ſubverſion of the ſame. And I pro- 

at that 1 fhall follow no diviſive courſes from the preſent. 

| ment of this Church, renouncin all doctrines, tenets, 

and opinions whatſoever, contrary to, or inconliſtent with, Gd 

| 177 en worſhip or nnn * this Church.“ IM 1 85 
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"Son of th 
people, it is but conſiſtent that the further ma- 
nagement ſhould in a meaſure reſt with others. 
If it be with the people to appoint, and to accuſe | 
io cafe of miſeonduct; it is but reaſonable that 
- others ſhould determine the juſtice of that accu- 
ation, If the total /controul reſts with thoſe that 


| 8 for ere te. claſs of Sece- | 


E hs thould bave ſtill adhered to her general rules. 


Por admitting in the firſt place, the uſt requiſi-. 
ho choice of Miniſters to reſt with the 


appointed him to the office, the rule is perfſeQly . - 


6.8 ered.” ad "Obey: them that have THz 1b or 


. ks bib fupphſed the word Hen 
ter tranſlated by the ſofter term to lead or guide, than to rule. 


* ; 


|; te has git — 


1 The foſter the better, as tyranny is no more proper in the Miniſter 


over the people, than it is in the people over the Miniſter, But 
'  Thudye we have here a diſtinction without a difference. When | 
u man leads and guides, ] I think he may be (aid to rule; though I 
 Eonifeſs the word rule, and eſpecially when attended with that of 


- iiidependent church, as is the word obey in the marriage ſervice 
ol our Engliſh liturgy, to many a female when under Ihe necef- | 
ty of promiſing, for once, what the never means s afterwards to 
* em. FF 1 
0 - "ow 
1 


e eee Pp: 
fitabls rinto you; Heb, ii. 17. For ſuppoſing ih 
comtroul to be with the pedgle it is they tha are * 
| have the rule over Mum, and he n A 


hy then: Ee is neither Shepherd, nor Paſtor; to 
watch over; nor Elder to rule bver them, nor 
Biſhop to overſte them: he knows nothing 0 e 
authority but by their berni Non, and is perfetily- . 7 1 
the creature of their caprice and controul. All dif.” © 
putes, therefore, under ſuch a ſrame of government, 
maſt terminate in diviſions. Now in a fti#- ins 
dependent government, in a variety of inſtances, 
; this fat is principally proved, becauſe arbitration} _ 
is wanting, and the TINO: men 
vu e ſor this nen, 


5 ena oa are mat 10 , 

ho goo to thoſe which are ſeparated from each; . 
other. Intereſis, when united, collect the crete 

ofthe whole into one point; and brotherly love is 

oted and enlarged thereby, It is boſt when 

ve can ſay, We being many are one body in Chriſt. 
and every one members one of another: Rom. xii. "ge 
And again, For we. being many are one bread: 3 
and one body, for we are all partakers of that ons “] 
bread.” I have therefore not a ſhadow of doubt, this 3 


. 
that there was no idea of a Chriſtian's not being a 


communicant in every church, if but a Chriſtian ; 
tians have a right to exclude a believer from their 


- conſiſtent with the Goſpel. And yet what wretched 
ſplitting and dividing, from the ſectarian fancies of 
human Gas, have been exhibited bete ths | 

world! 


. Fi N # c : 8 92 ; 2 6 


om theſe nete l we ke our view of 


ment, which I conceive to ariſe more from the 
form of government being blended with the ſtate, 
than from the defects of the form of government 
itſelf. And yet, ſtrange to tell! every diſſentient 
Went off, bitterly complaining that he could not 
take with him the ſame civil coercive power, 5 


righteous in their own way as well as himſelf. 
For a very ſlight examination of the"Solemn Lea- 
gue and Coyenant will diſcover, that it contains 
the very life and ſoul of a civil perſecution, thongh 
under the garb of religion: and this will preſently. 
appear. Thefirſt of the Scottiſh Difſenters were the 
.  "Cameronians. Theſe originated in the cruel days 
__ of Charles II. None Ong . 1 upon 
Ras Pg - 200 


; communion, provided his faith and practice be 0 


the different diſſenters from the Scottiſh Eftabliſh- 


which he wanted as a remedy to make others 


cedneſs of heart of theſe original Covenanters may moſt readily. 


4 


5 God, than the work of the ex1#pation of athers. 
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eribe ſome abſtracts from this Covenant. 


„Much allowance, however, muſt be made for the times in 


which this Covenant was framed, The Preſbyterians had been 


moſt vehemently perſecuted both by Papiſts and Epiſcopalians ; 
and by way of ſelf-defence, it ſeemed almoſt n&ceſſary to arm 


themſelves againſt the common enemy. No wonder, therefore, 


they did wrong in denying Liberty of Conſcience to the King 


and his Epiſcopal, or even Independent, ſubjeRts, they were driv- | 
en to it by the perſecuting ſpirit of the times; and Liberty f 
Conſcience was a doctrine very little known in theſe unhappy” | 
days. | 


8 purity, ie and > 


be admitted; and that when, frum time to time, they ſolemnly 


avduched themſelves to be the Lord's ; the good Lord pardoned 


them ſo far as human frailty was to be diſcovered, They were 
a people that ſurely meant to be devoted to bis glory, and had 
much better things in view in the /olemy work of dedication to 


” WES 1 


the father, by bis vn arbitrary condudt, produced. 18 
any influence on the ſon. For after the Scots had 
ſeated him upon. the-throne, on condition that he 
ſhould be very religious, and a Preſbyterian, be 5 
| was equally engaged to tolerate no religion beſides. 
| Such is the language of the Covenant which they . 
compelled him to take, with the reſt of his ſubjects : 
and this bitter pill he never could have ſwallowed —_ 
had it not been wrapt up in /a crown. I tranſ- 


that they were fearful to leave a power ſtanding, whoſe vengeance | 5 
they had ſo ſeverely felt. While, therefore, it is admitted that 


* F 


We hall fincetely, really, and conſtantiy, 
through the Grace of God, endeavour, in our ſe- 
veral places and callings, the preſervation of the - 
Reformed Religion in the Church of Scotland“, 
in doctrine, worthip, and diſcipline, againſt — 5 
dunn enemies I, Sec. &. And we ſhall en- 
deavour to bring the Churches of God, in the 
three kingdoms, to the neareſt conjunction and 
uniſormity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, form 
of Church Government, Directory for Worſhip 
and Catechiſing, that we and our poſterity after 1 


1 requeſt, therefare, that all my 0 reſpecting the Co- 
venant may ovly be underſtood as it woav andi, and not as it they 
' floed. I am grieved and concerned that ſome of the beſt people 
of Scotland ſeparate themſelves and others from Chrifian and 
Minifterial Communion with them, as jt will preſently appear, 
hy an oath againſt.each other that was baniſhed the kingdom at 
the abdication of James II. and was completely thrown into ob- 
Aion by the acceſſion of King William and the reſtoration of 
the Conſtitution; and never can know a APC ng white our 
| happy Conſtitution exiſts. 


Wich was by that oath 4 as the-eſtabliſhed WTR 
ol the Ci urch of Englaud. The Engliſh not being able to da 
with. ..c the Scots againſt the King, x were obliget to take their 5 
religion into the bargain. 


What a dreadful ſpirit, when _ e ET the ſame | 

| falth, and only differing about mere forms of government, 
mould treat each other as common enemies! Bleſſed be God, . 
that tokration has broken the ſpirit of ae,! and chat e | 
ys 'n the days of George! the Third, 1 | 


us, 


* 


4 5 
us, way as ** live in faith and ure. and. 
that the. en Slight to Nen in the; e 1 


— — for the . gun 3 Leise 3 

« That we ſhall in like manner, without roſpect of © © 

perſons, endeavour the extirpation of Popery, Prev 

lacy, that is, Church Government by Archbiſhops, 
| Biſhops,, cc. Kc. And again, “ Superſtition, 
hereſy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, and whatſqever ſhall - 

be found to be contrary to ſound doctrine, and the 

power of godlineſs, leſt we be partakers of other 

mens' ſins, and thereby be in danger to receive of 

their plagues, that the Lord may be one, and bis 


99 


name one.“ And, in order to give full efficacy 


to theſs determinations d vows, they. one” 


1 * + That is . ſolemn. civil decree that our Pri as TO. 
grand-children ſhall precilely think as we think, and be religious 
in ho one's way but ours. And we deſign by this, our holy la, _ 
that the Lord God himſelf may be hound to duell pith us and our „„ 
poſterity after us, to the ninth, nineteenth, nein , 
ration, as you are pleaſed to take it. 0 

No I heartily wiſh our Scots Seceding 5 ſlecet in in the Was. 

5 original ain deſign of their oath ; but humbly truſt they will con- „ 
ſidet the milder promiſe made by god-fathers and god. mothers i . 
the Engliſh Church for an exiſting generation, while they con 72 
finue to take a ſolemn vow for non · exiſtents, and ſet us an eu- 
ample of reformation, that we may not woun ſor oben ve © 
we cannot poo ne, „ 


* a Aa 4, 4 | | * 
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er « To aſſiſt and defend all thoſe that enter 
into this League and Covenant in maintaining and 
- purſuing thereof; and that they ſhall not ſuffer | 
themſelves, directly or indirectly, by whatſoever 


and withdrawn from his Hefſed union and conjunc-- 
tion.” They further ſpeak againſt © all Jdetgfable 


. Idifferency or'mutrality in this cauſe,” but engage 
© all the days of their lives, zealoufly and conflantly © 
to continue therein againſt all oppoſition, and to 


promote the ſame according to their power, againſt 
all letts and impediments whatſoever, and what 


, they are not able themſelves to Juppreſs and wer- 


une, BY will en and make ne,? 15 


Such are the . breathing of a ed 
perſecutin g ſpirit, that intermixes itſelf with the So- 
lemn League and Covenant; not leſs arbitrary in 
Its deſign than the Ac of Uniformity which dif- 
graces the firſt pages of our Common Prayer Book. 


For little as many of its ſincere and upright advo- ; 
entes may conceive, here is a law which none but 
the law- maker can underſtand. For, firſt, againſt 


_ Superſtition : Now every poor old woman that is 
_ terribly alarmed at the-ſcreeching of an owl, the < 
_ Uekings of the death-watch, or the ghaſtly ap- 
pearance of the innocent toad®—Is ſhe to be extir- 

of An uncommon degree of odiumis fixed to the exiſtence of a 


| jouly. ey are oppoſed to be poiſonous," This in quite a vulgar 


pated ? 


1 


combination, perſuaſion or terror, to be divided 


. 


Pe Es What is 3 #* Schi? Ea 
Whatever may divide the poor culprit ſrom the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate's religion, whatever it may bi: 
and he knows how to teach what is hereſy with _ 
a vengeance. But then it is more fully defined s  _ 
Whatever may be contrary to ſound docrine; . — 
and the power of godlineſs. Ten to one againſt - | 
_ the poor culprit, that the civil Magiſtrate will clas 
the privilege of defining his definition, and if he 
does not come up to his ſtandard of found does  _- 
trine and the power of godlineſs, woe betide tb [ 
poor delinquent ; the law of extirpation, till he is : 2M 
fuppreſſed and overcome, hangs over his head ou. Rs 
Wee eee but of his We 91 


Verum ob conſilium donent tonſore— „ „„ a, 


But if the law runs capital againſt thievery, I qu. | 
tion if there will not be a halter for the thief; and 


error; they are uſeful reptiles, W 3 = — 
ſes, and are even capable of the knowledge of our attention ana 
humanity. It is wanton eruelty to deſtroy them. In my coun — © 
try abode, I even attempred to make them a place of retirement, | 
and called it a radyy, Every creature that God has ſent, we 
POOLS nam aur at. | 
This 0 note not to the 1 5 but it may 9s 
the mind in the progreſs of a tedious detail of the ſects and pars, + 
ties that disfigure the Chriſtian Church; and it is no diſgrace to 
Fee e cauſe or he bam. 1 


* 


\ 


# 


j1 / 5 then it was reverſed, © extirpare all Epiſcopalians ;” 


| wy „ believe, let any denomination of Chriſtians be 


Tf nyo apo et ä 3 ” 


Ces 


„ . e, 
Ss , heretics nod mann will eee. 
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men the fword was again reſtored to our order of 
\_ , Biſhops, and as unlike the repreſentatives of the 
- Apoſtles, the followers of the meek and lowly 
Jeſus, as men could be. Pagans could ſearech 
We with greater ſeverity than theſe Biſhops treated: 

i s from the National Church. And I ve- 


/ 


armed with the ſame fword,—a ſword that belongs 
not to them, for © the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal,” they will preciſely act the ſame part. No 
blame attaches itſelf either to the epiſcopal, preſ- 
+  byterian, or any other government whatever, by 
' theſe remarks. All will act juſt the ſame way under 
he ſame circumſtances. The Church is ſure to be 
pPeolluted when inveſted with the ſword" of civi a 
power, Our meek and lowly Saviour thus direct- 
ed his bold and forward diſciple, Peter, © Put up why 
fword, for all they that take the ſword ſhall periſhby 
the ſword.” Had then all religious people devoted 
_ themſelves to the ſtudy of his character whoſe, 
kingdom is not of this world, "the ſpirit of perſeeu-... 
> _ tion would have been turned into the e [i 
| bearance and loye, | 


8 
* 
— * 5 A 
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4 theſe obſervations, 1 believe, are at a „ 5 
reſpecting the Cameronians, for as ſoon as Charles 
II. had regained the Engliſh throne, after he bal 
accepted the Scottiſh throne on condition' of tak 
ing the Coyenant, be found hiinſelf at liberty from 
all his former trammels, and began vehemently to 
perſecute the people whom he had ſworn to protect. 

He found, however, that the cruelties Exerciſed 

on the Covenanters did not diminiſh their num l 
bers nor their zeal, but produced the contrary effect. 
In imitation, therefore, of his father, he determined 

to relax, and to indulge ſome of the Clergy; w- 
were named by proclamation in the liberty of preachs . 
ing and conducting public worſhip, at the ſamm 
time he prohibited others, under very ſevere penal- 
ties. This gave riſe to a ſet of proteſters againſt this 
uſurped eccleſiaſtical authority. Theſe, in 1680, ſe- 
parated themſelves from the indulged, and from all 
who countenanced them. They even held their 
meetings in the open air, under the protection 
armed men, who were raiſed in direct reſiſtance - 
| royal authority, Many ſkirmiſhes and much 5 
bloodſhed | enſued. Richard Cameron, a zealous 
young preacher, f fell a ſacrifice among others. From 
| hence they were termed Cameronians. Not a few 
of; them were afterwards publickly executed, and 72 
ſuffered with all the zeal of martyrdom, nay R 
e and exultation.. . you as LOG —_— 
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| bold, like ſome 2 en that Lentil was 
founded in grace; yet they maintained that Charles 
and his ſucceſſor had forfeited the Crown by per- 
fidious breach of Covenant, and by the cruel per- 
' ſeeution of thoſe attached to it; they even refuſed ' 
to pay taxes, or to pray for him; they actually 
declared war againſt him; and. at length ſolemnly 
' excommunicated him and his brother, the Duke 
of York; impoſing alſo the Solemn League and 
Covenant on the poſterity of thoſe who at firſt | 
ſubſcribed it. They maintain likewiſe, that by vir 
tue of adherence to it alone, there can be any le- 
gitimate authority in Britain; proſeſſing at the ſame 
time their deſire for a government according to 
we civil and judicial law of Men ; Rs IM 
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ark are the ſentiments of the ancient and 
modern Cameronians. And, with all the high 
treaſon blended in their religion, they have met 
ſor above a century without the leaſt moleſta- 
tion. There are not above ſourteen or fiſteen 
congregations of theſe redoubtable reſormers, and 
"theſe not numerous; and I doubt not there are 
good people among them. Notwithſtanding their 
wild and extravagant notions, Government mildly | 
judges that they ſhould not be, according to their 
own law, extirpated, or that the flames of perſecu- 
tion ſhould be rekindled, any more than that 
W 


8 


. 000 55 ele. 
Edinburgh ſhould be burnt to the ground i in or- 
der to Kan the . e 


1 * 


By this abſtract of the hiſtory of the Cameo 
nians, one would think there was ſufficient proof 
of the ſolly of blending the policy of this world 
with the religion of Chriſt. What, in the name 

of common ſenſe, has repenting, praying, loving 


God and believing in his Chriſt, and living a holy _ 


life of devotedneſs to his glory, as though the 
. Bible had not enough in it ſor our direction, ta | N 
do with making theſe political Covenants, and 

then enforcing them by the you of the wo ? 


We next atop at the hiſtory of other Sever 
ſions from the Scottiſh Church. 5 


No wonder, when the right of private fon 
age was again reſtored, eſpecially in a day in which 
all the ſtrength of government was exerted for 


the introduction of Arminianiſm, as being moſt _ 


friendly to the deſigns of the ſtate, the "cauſe of 
real religion within the Church began to decline: 
eſpecially under the influence of ſuch a politico-eo- 
 clefiaſtical head as the General Aſſembly, the caput 
mortuum of the whole diſeaſed body. Though tbe 
; fire of reyolt had been long N yet it did 
. . e 


{ 
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not break out into an open flame till the year 17 32, 
REP byt the  fojowing « circumſtance. 


At the Melee the buſineſs of Private Pa- 
\ trpnage was ſomewhat altered by A of Parliament 
„ein 1 690. That the Patrons being Proteſtants, 
tbough Epiſcopal, might appoint, it muſt be only 
ot with the conſent of the pariſh ; now ſuck! a mere 
, j conſent being granted could prove no remedy for 
the evil. The pariſhes baving no real choice but 
2 negative, and though a law of the State, it was 
Kill held to be an infringement of the rights of the 
+ Church. 'The General Aſſembly growing more 
and more under political influence, and defirous 
of conducting their Church according to the 
maxims of the world, the above mentioned AR of 
| Parliament was adopted as the rule of their pro- 
Nn 
wh On this ** Joh | the flame purſt ſorth. The AR © 
of their Aſſembly was publickly attacked by Mr. 
. Ebenezer Erſkine, Miniſter at Stirling, in a Sermon 
which he preached before the Synod 'of Perth and 
dale He charged (as well he might) the Ru- 
lers of the Church with miſtaken notions of Chriſt's 
„ ſpeaking pretty warmly againſt all pre- 
poſterous connex ions between things civil and re- 
Vigious, 


333 Go * 

1 The 01 irritated by bis rebuike; * 
three days debate, ordered him in return to be re- 
buked at the bar of their Eeecleſiaſtical Court, both 
for the matter and manner of his Sermon. Againſt 
this he, with ſeveral other Miniſters, proteſted, 
and, to mend the matter, appealed to the General 


_ cifion. Againſt this decifion in vain did he; alſo 
; Proteſt, while Church Power was about to pour in 
- upon him with a vengeance, They were at firſt 
| ſuſpended, then deprived of their office, and diſ- 
miſſed from their livings ; though this was only 
done by the ee 8 eee voice. 


1 this date they. 3 a Seceſſs Jon from the 
prevailing party in the Judicatories of the Church 5 
of Scotland, under the title of the Aſſociated. Prof- : 
_ bytery. Though ſome conciliatory attempts were 
afterwards made by, the General Aſſembly, yet the 
Seceding Miniſters deemed theſe imperſect; and, 


ſtep after ſtep. they were led fiill further from the 
Eſtabliſhed, Church. 


* 


4a and Tt e not 2 condemning the mea - 
ſures which had driven tbem from, tl the Church, 
but all the deſections from the Reſtoration till that 


time. 


| 1 wonder that they confirmed the de- | 


Ce); 


_ lime. They pointed out the ſprings of theſe cor 
ruptions, and the means by which 2 6 became 
vuorſe and worſe, | 


— e 
as far as this, and reſiſted alone the abuſes into 


; which National Churches are too prone to d&e- 


5 nerate, only ſimplifying the Preſbyterian Govern- 
ment, ſtill keeping it up in its ſpirit and primitive 


daeſign, that they might act all as one, the Seceſ- 

ſion had proved the greateſt bleſſing to a people 

that would have ſuffered much had they continu- 
ed in a degenerate and declining Church. But, 


alas for human infirmities and the prejudices of 


education ! almoſt all the ſentiments of the Came- 
ronians reſpecting the Covenant were to be adopt- 
ce dl into this new Seceſſion, though they did not 
unite with the Cameronians themſelves. They -- 
condemned with them the acceptance of indul- 
gencies, which they ſhould have ſuffered to have 
.. ſunk into oblivion. They not only expreſſed the 
ſtrongeſt attachment to the Solemn League and 
Covenant, but inſiſted upon this as a term of Mi- 
nifterial and Chriſtian Communion ; and they pro- 
ſeſſed, as they ſtill continue to profeſs, an unlimit= | 
| ed adherence to every article in the Confeſſion of | 
Faith and Catechiſins. ; 


Z Thus - 


4 . 05 ) EM 
*Thus they: folemnly ſwear and adapt the flaming . + 


decree of the Solemn League and Covenant, to 


extirpate, ſuppreſs, and overcome Prelacy, Hereſy, 
Sckiſm, &e. &c. without the leaſt degree of Civil 
Power to accompliſh the ſame ; that is, they ſwear , 
to accompliſh abſolute 'impoſſibilities, and which 
ever will be impoſſibilities, till they can get King, 
Lords, Commons, Bifhops, and General Aſſembly to 
reſign the Civil Sword into their hands, that they 
may correct us according to the merciful decree 
of the above Solemn League and Coyenant: and 
yet, this very ſame body, while they ſwear extirpa- 
tion and perſecution, have at all times acted with 
the greateſt loyalty to the King and Government, 
which ſupports what they areſworu to extirpate, and 
frequently have acted thus upon the moſt trying o- 
caſions. It appears, however, that while they engage 
to have neither Miniſterial nor even Chriſtian com- 
munion with others, they cannot wear their ſetters 
vuithout making the moſt grievous complaints, as 
ſome of them did to me, while they lamented that 
they could neither dare to receive me into their 
pulpits, nor preſume to come to hear me; while 
others, at the ſame time a little more bold, acted 
for themſelves, and made the moſt decided teſti- 
mony of their brotherly love by giving miniſterial 5 
communion even to an Epiſcopal Miniſter. How 
much i is it to be lamented that "ſuch good and af- 


fectionate e 


ſectionste men mould ſuffer W to be 
hampered” by ſuch laws, the mere invention of 


(96) 


man, framed in à day of tumalt and party preju - 
dice, about a century and a half ago, and ſo con- 
trary to the bleſſed Jaws of Chriſt, which are always 
new, and which ſo e ne u to be all as 


| 5 is . much to be lamented, that thoſe 


who ſeparated afterwards,” ſhould: have ſeparated 


among themſelves. The Seceders appeared to be 
unanimous till A. D. 1743, when a queſtion of no 


1 8 425 en, a diviſion that ſtil] exiſts. - 


% owe towns of Scotland, every "parte admit- 


ted to the freedom makes oath,'* That he profeſſes 
and follows with all his heart, the true religion, 


preſently profeſſed over this realm, and authorized 
by its laws, and that he ſhall abide in and defend 
the ſame to his lives end, IRE us eee 


religion called Papiſtry,” 


Now one party of the Seceden contended, that. 
this burgeſs oath was to be underſtood in the ſenſe 
of the enforcer, 'viz. the magiſtrate, and conſe- 
quently that it contained an approbation of all the 

errors and evils of the times. Meffrs. Ralph and 
5 Ebenezer * with others, 5 0 differ- 

; | ey 


ts) 


TY king it in the ſenſe of nes who eat in. 
Upon this mi 5 matter the barn oy after a 
6 ſhameful 


AY e p think. lato what dreadful at wats.” 
and party-ſpirit have hurried well. intentioned men, and how 
every moral obligation has been violated, by perſons who thought | 

all the while, they were © doing God ſervice,” Nay it has been 
imagined that the more the feeliugs of nature were ſuppreſſed, 
the more meritorious was the ſervice. The following is a fear= 
ful inſtance. When the Seceſſion. from the Church of Scotland 
ſubdivided in 1740, into Burgher and Anti-burgher, ſuch was 
the violence of unhallowed zeal that the latter proceeded. to inflict 

on their Burgher brethren the higheſt eccleſiaſtical conſure, that 

of excommunication, which amounts to ” en over * 
party to Satan,” 7 | 


The famous Ebtdezcr Erſkine 5 to the e ade, | 
and continued with the Burghers. His ſon John, under the imm 
pulſe of youthful ardour, aimed at the higheſt bonours of Se-- 
ceſſion, and became a leader among the Anti- burghets. The 
father of courſe incurred the dread penalty of exciſion from be 
body of the faithful; and, to ſhed a glory over the operation, 
the amputation-knife was committed to the hand of his own ſon. _ 
In language leſs figurative, John the ſon was ſelected by the 
Synod af Perth to pronounce the awful ſentence on Ebenezer _ 
the father; which he had the firmneſs, or the inſenſibility, to 
execute, On his retura from performing theſe pious orgies, . 
he happened to overtake on the road, a plain-looking country. 
man, who ſaluted him, and wiſhed him a, good journey. 

« Friend,” ſaid Mr. Erſkine, “ I have no recollection of you 
but you ſeem to know who I am,” & J have ſome reaſon” re- 
plied he ee « for I was preſent | in the houſe of God” 

| 0. e (namiug 


.ſhomeſol deal of (quabbling and contention, and 
were called, by way. of diſtinction, Burghers and 
Au burg heri. The Anti- burghers being the great- 


er ſticklers for that ſort of righteouſneſs, depoſed 


nd excommunicated the Burghers, and both, ſince 


then, have continued ſeparate, in a manner per- 


ſely diſgraceful to that ſacred cauſe of Chriſtianity 
they mean to ſupport. Many of them dare not go 


(naming the year and the day) * when 1'faw your father fo- 

lemnly devote you to God in baptiſm ; and yeſterday I was pre- 
ſent in the houſe of God, and ſaw aid heard that fon- ſolemnly 
devote that father to the Devil in excommunication. I ſhall 
never forget you, Sir.“ Erſkine, ill at caſe before, was deeply 


_ conſcience-ftruck at this repreſentation, fell into languor and - 


dejeftion, and ſoon became the victim of a bigotied ſpirit which 


had dared to trample under foot the moſt facred emotions of = 
the human heart. It is charitably hoped, however, that the 


body of the Seceders, both Burgher and Anti-burgher, are in 
our day men of à far more excellent ſpirit and character, 


15 though the core of the evil ſtill remains, and will remain, till they 
dre emancipated from thoſe cruel chan zd the So» - 


lemn League and Covenant. | 
„Another mighty diſpute aroſe in a certain town in Scotland, | 


8 bleſſing the bread at the communion, whether ii 


ſhould be bleſſed while lying on the table, or after it had been 
Iifted up; and on this famous contention they divided into two 
parties, the one called Lifters and the other Anti-lifters, and the 


reſult of the diſpute was to give ſuch a triumph to the fromes at | 


-_ as to ſet them 988 all 8 whatſoever. _ 
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to bear any m nifler- unleſs. of theiriows party: 
Even meeting; for private or family prayer has been 
_ judged a ſufficient ground of church cenfare and 
excommunicatign, Perhaps biftory can ſcarcely 
produce an inftance' of ſo ſhght 2 cauſe for a ſepa» 


— 805 a. 7 with ſuch virolenee em n 5 


5; $ 4 


A E next to-takb ſome „ 5 | 
ſet of Preſbyterian Di lenters, from the Preſbyte: Wag. 
os corp nbi, cc * the Kirk of Relief,” 


The Genera abe, ne vring or 
| Eſtabliſhed Clivvch, depoſed Me. Tbomes Gil- _ 
leſpie, Minifter of Carnock, for refuſing to aſſiſt at 
the admiſſion of a Miniſter to a pariſh who were 
unwilling to receive him. They deprived him of _ 
bis pariſh, He removed to Dumſermline, and 
_ preached there to a congregation who. were at- 
nahe eee . ee ee Fg 


7-5, --: 


"The ſhonieful diviſions among he FAS 4 
on ſuch trivial grounds had conſiderably ditniniſhed 
their popularity, und many ſerious people ſcrupled . | 
to embrace all parts of their ad and teftimony. But 

| N a a Ah were io be nt 4 
| a HB. 00 enn 


5 _ _— * the n, 


"oo 10 * 
e eee be Ge | 

- neral Aſſembly, no wonder that many congrega- 
tions were not inclined to ſubmit to them; nor 

yet, under exifting eee to en to the 


Tn "i "FEDORA of this Mr. Gilleſpie, with ER 


| Miniſters who had reſigned their preferment, con- 


nected with two or three Diſſenting Miniſters from 


the North of England, conſtituted themſelves inta 
another Preſbyterian Church, called the Proſpytery 


of Relief. Their object was to ſupply thoſe pariſhes 


with Miniſtersof orthodox ſentiments, who diſliked 
the Miniſters attempted, ſometimes, by force of 
arms, to be ſettled among them. But they did 
not adopt, or demand, either of Miniſters of people 


the aſſent to the covenants, or any other term of 


communion, but ſubſcription to the conſeſſion of 


ſaith and catechiſms; neither did they form a ſe- 
paration from the orthodox Miniſters of the Church 


of Scotland, candidly and liberally receiving into 
- communion all Miniſters, even us poor half-way 
'  papiftical things of the Church of England, and 


all individuals who ſcemed to be Calviniſts. They 
were joined gradually by other Miniſters, and alher 


: private Chriſtians, to a conſiderable amount. No 
wonder that a Church founded on ſuch liberal 


principles, prove it by a moſt kind and liberal uſe 


cal u their: pulpits 1 8 * 3 
my public acknowledgment, of the freedom 1 
friendſhip received from them on all CC 


ſeceſſion, who have ſo juſſly con 


moſt liberal in things non- eſſential, are the moſt 
ſteady in things that are eſſential, ae ms; me 
een LN po: 


| "Moving thus Sviſhed my brief detail cans. 
no leſs than five Preſbyterian Churches. i in- Seot · 


1 1 * 


ſions dur- 

ing my late viſit to Scotland. May the people of that | 
choice of their Miniſters, be as wiſe mah that . 
choice ! and give a full proof that they whorarethe 


land, What are the natural reflections a ſerious 


mind would make, on a review of the whole ? 2 


TROY” 5 R do the corrupted pions of 


1 Hem the, high iberalie manifeſted by the Church of * 5 


lief, any one may obſerve my iality i in their favour by meni- 


tioning them with peculiar re pet, It is with real regret that | 


have ſince been informed, not that I have miſtaken them in their - 


liberal deſigns, but that they have too frequently forgotten that 
wiſe admonition, nl Only uſe not your liberty as a cloak to the 


fleſh :” and that in conſequence of this, not every Miniſter con- 


nected with them is that pure and holy character ſantioned as 


ſuch in the word of God, An ungodly Miniſter in any con- 


nexion is the worſt of curſes, Tf this charge be in- founded, : beg 


pardon, though miſled—if jſt, 1 pray IT ”_ oy rs pas 75 
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repeat. 1 


4; There are, I: am 14 123 Bare congregations] * 8 5 


N ee and 4 0 the W of N. 
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© And eee think we are * 
God fervice, while fleſhly contentions for a mers 
5 . Wtraes:ealngrazes 
ngdom of God is not meats and drinks, 


but righteouhnes and n and 4 0 in 5 W 


f 45 


eſpeAing the Eftabliſhed Church, 1 I fairy a 
3 I am no enemy to eſtabliſhments, — 
certain limitations, which limitations I acknow- 
lodge, are very rarely obſerved, Should any ſu- 
preme Magiſlrate, in ſome heathen land, become 
_ Chriſtian, ſuppoſe under the influence of the pre · 
ſient miſſionary exertions, Is he not at liberty, | 
nmap, Is it not his duty to promote the Goſpel, to 

| the utmoſt of his power? This I conjecture, will 
readily be g nted, pro! n 
and this is as readily granted iri return, for the 
. Church never gained any but hypocrites for ber 
converts by the rod of perſecution, and was dee 


5 the pureſt when in a e ſtate herſelf. 


But the chief Magifirate or Magiftracy of the 
1 have ſome forms or modes reſpecting 
Ohriſtianity, which they may think preferable to 
others. Shall not liberty be granted to ſuch a 
| Magiſtrate to take that body of Chriſtians un- 


| der his more immediate cognizance.and ſupport, 
h who n 5 themſelyes to ſuch rules, 
provided 


mw) 


proved he preſumes vo 0 :ompel 
ER ſupport it? 


We have wells experienced, tht coercive o power 
is in no reſpect neceſſary ſor the ſupport, of ſuch . 
eſtabliſhments ; and while we have too much till - OY 
left in the teſt act, and other compulſatory laws, tio Gy De. 
enforce others to pay for the ſlate religion ; yet let 1 
all theſe rotten props be removed, and I am ſatis- 
fied eſtabliſhments would find a ſtronger baſis . 
The governors of the earth would then have a. 
right to claim, in their perſons, the fulfilment of 9 " £700 
glorious promiſe, © Kings ſhall be thy nurſing fa- © hs. 
thers and Queens thy nurfing mothers.” Such e. 
tabliſhments would then ſtand at leaſt as the out. 
ward palladium of the glorious diſpenſation of tb 
| Goſpel, under the ſhadow of whoſe wing notwithe = 
ſtanding their natural defects many a real Cho . 
| mien find a FR oe” 1 g 


51 think, 


* . the Epiſcopal Chapels and d their * in | Scot- 7 

. land, I have ſaid nothing, as it was not immediately relative to 
the ſubje& intended. This, therefore, I ſubjoin in a note. Their 5 
congregations are no where very numerous, but this is 8 
up to them in being moſtly ver polite, They have, however, wh. 
them I fear a true ſample of what in general prevails with u. ef og | 
The general pre-requiſite is, that ins Miniſter ſhould be a gud WM 
reader, that be ſhould not quall out the Engliſh liturgy ſimilarly * — 
to the Hwang of a Scots Precentor, with their doggrel verſion of 1 
. the Pſalms of David, and fo far fo good, Next, that he ſhould Eo. va 1 
: „ N ; | 7 . be | + 430M 


be 1 a 3 5 eafy ers or, ts hank it my in the mk 


- of that popular book, the New Whole Duty of Man, that he 
© ſhould produce nothing either in his conduct, or from the pulpit,' 
© but what is made cafy to the practice of the preſent age. 5 


As with us alſo, in point of doctrine, notwithſtanding e | 


decided language of the articles, homilies and liturgy, to which 
they have ſolemnly ſubſcribed ; their pulpit orations are quite 
26 undecided as the doctrines of the Scots moderates can be re- 
ſpeAing the confeſſion of faith, while the public creeds of both 
nations, are perfectly fimilar, and as Prone? Calviniſtic as 
* can poſlibly frame them, 


wb of chis7 tht nels cul wat Githal aud "5g 2 
ble man, Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge, being aſked to preach. but : 


once in their chapels, after one ſample given was aſked yo more, 


of the General Aſſembly, likely to meet with a very coarſe com- 


pliment for his regularity. Not that the thunderbolt of their high- | 
prieſily indignation will be levelled directly againſt him; A unt 


ſtroke v ill do the buſineſs the moſt effectually. 


A decxee againſt admitting any but thoſe who have 3 edu 


6555 among themſelves, will completely ſtop the moyths of all 
thoſe wild ones, who prove their itch: for eccentricity in being 


ſong of preaching, Mederate divines of all denominations. are 
of f different complexion, not over apt to teach, They, therefore, 4 


- will feel but little from a decree ſo well-becoming the deciſion of 


the moderate divines of this moſt liberal and enlightened age. 


Fo 


Ove n, however, I am * 


” 


though he ſtrictly adhered to a moſt regular conduct, fo far as 7 
| only preaching in the Eſtabliſhed Churches deſerves that name. 
Abd if the prevailing whiſper be true, he is, on the next meeting 


ariſen jo the North. of | 


x «- 0 5 
Rar lent ges TY ar Ack de Sad art _ 
ment of the oats of Chriſtianity may be p 
moted thereby. To me it is a matter of £ 
how'eyen the Sabbath itſelf could be obſerved with. 
out the aſſiſtance of the Ci vil Magiſtrate ; and it 
may be ſaid that the very exiſtence of Chriſtianity A 
depends upon the obſervance of the Sabbath, "ip 
Wherever that ſacred day is neglected and pro- 


ſaned, prof gacy and diff ipation 1 manners 
{oy nd to prevail, 


#3 
= * Fo 
Fg 


. 
? 


- $6 Weteſdrs, is the fad 8 1a 1 
datum, that T ſhould be greatly alarmed, were Go- 


Ez 3 


dent to ceaſe to patronize and promote the 


cauſe of Chrinianity, now that miracles, defigned e 
ſor ber primitive ſupport, have ceaſed, the very name 
ol it in ſome places would be enffrely obliterated, . 


„ #4 


If, therefore, it were the defign of Providence that. 15 


* „ he 


Stotland,'- bete d b the pulpit is as ſound i li- FP 
turgy which he reads, and who gives the moſt flattering promiſes 
that he will become a burning and a ſhining light. Let it, how- 
ever, be conſidered that my information, here may be imperſect; 
I trufl there are others equally lucid and good. I have a predi- | 

lection in favour of 'our Eſtabliſhed Church, according to t : 
otlfities of her general plan. I grieve that ſhe was ſtopt ſhorty 
her are reformation,” but had ſhe been in my judgment, as. 


e lelags, the ſpouſe of Chrilt, the might have be my idol. 25 
5 is the vehicle of general good, as many, er Miniſters 
| fr connected with | , are  loyely ind ſſl hanfrs GEE 
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ine future day the Civil to 
protecting and ſupporting hand to the Chriſtian fy 
caufe, which evidently may be done without the | 
leaſt aſſiſtance from the rod of, perſecution, we 
mould be cautions not to ſpeak hghtly againſt what 
God himſelf has condeſcended to ordain for good. 
While Chriſtianity was the religion of France, 
wretchedly disfigured as it was by all the deformi- 
ties of Popery om the one hand, and the proud pre- 
tenſions to Philoſophy among the Proteſtants on the 
other, ſomewhat like humanity ſubſiſted among 
them. But when, as a nation, inſtead of a reſor- 
mation, they renounced the book of Revelation it- 
ſelf; from that period, to the eternal credit of Dayſm 
be it ſpoken, they have commenced the monſters 
of mankind. It appears, therefore, that even the 
_ outward proſeſſian of Chriftianity is no ſmall bleſ- 
fing to any nation; and I ſhould conceive, with- 
out deviating from the laws of liberty, or of Chriſ- 
tianity, the rulers of the earth may and ought to 


e e eee yo 


 Notwithſianding i it is readiſy adfhitted that Na- = 
tional Churches, from a native tendency toward 
| abuſe, are never likely to prove the moſt ſpiritual. | 
any land. Without, therefore, an unlimited pro- 
tefion of gyery diſſentient who can prove there is 
nothing in his religion inimical to the Civil Go- - 
| _ verament, 


0 bontion har as commences} and nothing © can 8 
be ſo contrary to the mind of Chriſt as the ſpirit of 


* 
: OS . 
pn y : 
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- * Popery is, and ever was, a mode of religion ſubverſive of 
every free Proteſtant government; and if Papiſts are not Petſe. 

cutors, they are defcRive in their own principles, they are bettet 

than their religion. Popery itſelf is the incuralle abomination. 
Tue late inſurgents in Ireland were almoſt univerſally Papiſts; 


and their wanton cruelties, eſpetially in Wicklow, were beyondall + . 
deſcription. Such Powers as ſupport the Pope and Popery abroad, | 


may read the danger of their own conduct, by recollecting the 
treaſons and rebellions that ever have ſullied and ſtill continue to 
_ diſgrace the annals of Popery at home. Thouſands of prayershave 
bin preferred againſt this ier of iniquity, and accarding to the - 
exact prediction of many who have made the word of Prophecy 
their ſtudy, © the day of vengeance is come,” Every real Chriſ- 
tian will therefore join in the language of inſpjration, 4 Rejoice 
over her, thou Heaven and ye holy Apoſtles and Prophets, for 
God hath avenged you of her.“ Rev. xviii. ad fn. This 
Power, now dethroned of God, ſhall gever more be eftabliſhed 
by man. May thoſg powers which have hitherto proved them» 
ſelves enemies tothe Beaſ take the caution, Come out from her 
that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive not her 
plagues. Not that I would wiſh even an innocent Papiſt ſhould 
be perſecuted, but that the deſigns of Popery ſhoujd be ever 
watched with a guarded and a jealous eye. Were | to ſay more, 
A ſhould ſay too much perhaps, for, who would beheve that 
Fopery and Preſbyterianiſm among ſome Seceders are lo dear 15 
A. kin? Their engagement to extirpate, /u uppreſs, and erm, 
pound e nn of Pape ** on the other 


| fide of the queſtion, that ons would almoſt think his Holineſs, ; 
by gn ioviſible agency, had a hand in framing the Coyenant. - But 
vo one fears them. Governmept wiſely protects tbem ; ſince 
only from the prejudices of education they take up the old 
4 joned language of ap jll- natured day, while they know not 
88 I what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm.” 8 | 
5 * When I ſpeak of Epiſcopacy, I beg at all times io be un- 
derftood as pleading for ſuch a weduced Epiſcopacy as was re- 
commended by thoſe learned and pious Epiſcopalians, the Areh- 
55 biſhops Uſher and Leighton, which they conceived was the Epiſ- 
725 of the primitiye Church. Biſhops then claimed no other 
er than what was delegated to them by the elective voice of 
Preſbyters and people at large. In the purer days of h%,ꝗ 
.* this eleclion naturally fell on the moſt ſpiritval andwiſe | 
ol their body. Around him they voluntarily collected as to- 
' ward a centre; they gave an affectionate ſubmiſſion to bim as 
2 x father, and their goyernment was thereby both Nga . 
| and ſimplified. 
A mere ſhade of ſuch an Epiſcopacy fill remains in the Eng: 
lich Church, for upon the death of a Biſhop, the King gives 
fits conge d'{lire, or leave to elect, to the Preſbyters of the Ca- 
thedral Church, at the ſame time recommending a perſon for their 
Poſe; which recommendation they no more dare refuſe than they 
dare to eat a red hot ſalamander. One extreme generally pro- 
duces another. However I might be diſpoſed to vote for the te- 
duktion of the Epiſcopacy of the Engliſh Church, yet I had- 
much rather be under the Right Reverend Fathers in God with 
us, than under the juriſdiction of the Moſt Reverend Mothers in | 
. 8 5 , amoog th the Krieter ee eee, aiſimu. Ibis 1 


beg 


5 by their connex ions with the Civil 


8 while - that 
Power, they 


* 


have loſt ſo much of their orig 


beg that it may be further noticed, that my 1 relpecking r 
allowed defects in the Church of England neither ariſes. from 
partislity nor approbation. Her connexion with the State 1 
fincerely regret, as it is impoſſibile:that ſhe cam be otherwiſe than 


corrupted thereby. Her dg&trines are pure; her Wurgy, with - 


a little further reform, 1 conceive to be excellent ; and according, ' 
to the preſent ſtate gf things, ane of the greateſt. national bleſ⸗ 
ſings we can enjoy, eſpecially as no eſtabliſhment upon earth 
directs her Miniſters to read in the public ſervice ſo much from 
the pure word of God; but her diſcipline is moſt grievouſiy dees 
tive. As to her Church Courts, Hiritual courts, falſely ſo lth, 
it is enough to ſay they were of Roman birth; I am, however, 
no Eccleſiaſtical Politician, Fe Further . oh 4. * 
ponent ſayeth not. 


Thus, while 1 8 many excellenoſes in the cid 
of Scotland, and others in the Church of England, I lament he 


—_ vernment is preciſely fixed in Scripture, 1 hall ſtill keep up : 
Chriſtian communion with all real believers wherever I find 
them; as I have to deal in point of commute 


 defefts of Churches, but that I may unite with them who. 


united to our common Lord, to whatever Church they may 


belong. There will be but one Church above. There ſhall 1 
find many a ſtiff Seceder, narrow-minded Independent, high- 
flying Epiſcopalian, and many a rigid Papiſt, who may have 
eſcaped by the compaiſion of God, even from the Chureſ 


Rome itſelf, notwithſtanding her | me ou errors, and the ba 
| n abſurdities of her wal. | 


6 3 85 


defects of both: And till Jean find where the mode of Church 


Pg 
by 


35 e © miſchievous tendency to ſour the minds of thouſands who 


erer, w ee the Whore of — | 
not the fayours of the world and the embraces —— 
 Conſta 8 fm" that chaſtity which 


6 Pp 9 . ſlate does not 
' afford me what I conceive to be the ſufficient 
mean of ſalvation, it is meet that I ſhould be at 
Gull liberty to provide for myſelf. And in this re- 
ſpe, while the diſſentients feel themſelves as 
much protected as others, it may be ſaid that by 
the laws of 421 land they are as much ęabliſied 
1 8 one may thus be excited to, 
2 Tris 1 admitted that the Teſt Act is a diſgrace to our 


Sdutute Book, not only as a moſt ſacred ordinance is thereby pro- 
1 to mere worldly and political purpoſes; but as it has in it 


arelovers of their K ing and friends to the Conſtitution. Nor was 
it ever the deſign of the Legiſlature at the firſt, to have excludeil 
any, but Papiſts from a ſhare of the Government by that law. 
The loyalty of the Scots as a body is proverbially ardent ; and 
ye Government can never avail itſelf of the aſſiſtance of a 

\ Scotſman, unleſs. he is inconſiſtently dragged to R to take 
4he ſacrament as an Epiſcopaliag. 5 
Government has certainly a right to a teſt of obedience from 
e officers. It is to be hoped, therefore, on ſome milder day, 
ſuch a cegulation will take place fo as to ſecure this end, by a 
law not leſs cogent, but much leſs offenſive to een of a 


1 | | Wile | 


| While thei 1 ddiver what 1 10 condiveto „ba 
reſpecting Eſtabliſhments, the remaks I mgke on 
the corruptions of the Church of Seetland canno# 
be received as againſt the Church itſili. Now: I 
ſounder Confeffion of Faith cannot % deviſed} ' 
than what is found in the Scotia 
as with us, ſo with then 
ſubſcribe the moſt explieit Ca „and 
Ng bee Arminianiſm; in ſhort, many can 
as though they had engaged to go ky i rule 
reverſe. The diſpenſation of mercy to fallen mam 
entirely by Jeſus Chriſt, is not the, ſyhje& preached# 
by the majority; but with ſome, a mangled 30 
pel, Law and Goſpel wretchedly ſpliced togetherg+ g 
with others, a mere hungry ſyſtem of bage-weight®- 
morality ; and with a third, what i worſe ſtill, _ 
MHcliberate attack on all the truths thay have en- 
gaged to uphold. The few, in compariſon, or- 
| thodox among them, are ſtigmatized by this 
nick-name of the wild, while the faſhionable: Di- 
vines on the other ſide of the queſtion compliment 


' Wiſe and ſpiritual Difteoters, however, may find a good in 185 : 


real religion ont all denominations. 


This me 3 reminds us of — 
*« lukewarm, neither cold nor hot.“ Rev. iii. 10. 
mn ſhort, it is as with all no adopt tbe preſent half- 
way Infidel ſyſm - of the · day; ſb, report ſays, it is 
Vith them; the cauſe of morility Jeeves with the 
guuſe of the Goſpel; and I ſeur the Scots, by far the 
 Sefticducatid and boſtibehavod people in the Britiſh 
— daminiohs; will San be no better than their neigh- 
| beers: Likerthelr Miniflers, they will all become 
mulbrutet i ſirſij they will be moderates ii; religion; 
ey will he a moderate notion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
dhe Geipel Salvation, for we cannot expect they 
will de better than their teachers; they will next 
us contented tb a moderate ſhare of love to God, 
prayer and repentance ; they will be more ws 
drnis in regard to the uſe of their Bibles, and be 
more — their zeal in teaching their chil- 
Sreri' the AfientÞ1y's' Catechiſm ; and this will lead, 
them to by): modera#is in morality, In point ox 
chaſtity, ſobxighy, boneſty, &e. they will ſoon be- 
ene mdernte, and be very anxious to grow in this 
ſambdus ſaſhionable moſerution, till they become 
immoderately-wicked ; unleſs, through Divine mer - 
cy, they hear a little more of the © grace, of God 
that bringeth ſalvation,” the only doctrine that 
teacheth * ungodlineſs of worldly luſts, 
. and 


Church, that men « of fn not * may, in * 


there a corirageous membe er of their Oburch pre- 
ſumes to lend the pulpit, on an unncetifiomed oe. 
cafioh, and W'ons that is fligiratliedirthoing i — 
wild, if not wilder than bimſelf; while then, 
Nn as affectionate; but not ſo bold, are lige 
| to a crippled conſcience, trembling under 


«4: „ 


* ENT n * ow General VR f + | 


"Surpriſed beyokd means at the little lib 6 
joyed by the Goſpel Clerę 


is Were, ee e pee nts bod te 


the: ſuppoſed tyranny of their prelatical hg 
their pulpit ſo much more their own, in regard | 
a free diſpoſal of them among thoſe of their o§ a 
line, - Unhappily rede ns they are to Miniſters ” 
. ordinatih, and diſgracefulias the: re- 
Q 5 been 


85 Act ahnoſt as they Wl. and as. * . 


may proueh, The Goſpel Clergy , ihgm vom | B+ 


own- pulpits, I could not bit — _ otild 9 
be the eauſe why a Church, n iP 


** — 


cm) 


i n c ber Protefiant Churebes, *** 
themſelves they arg quite uncontroled. Their 
pulpits are their ſrecholds. Preach as often as they 


_ _ | pleaſe, and -atimit whom they chuſe of their own 


order. No Biſhop preſumes to contre! them. 


"ab And why all this ? The lips of the Elin Obureb 


«8 

$8 } 
£ y 
ert in eon 


State wiſtly remembers the miſchief that has already 


are already fixed. Whenever the Clergy withgs. . 
a nyocation, they are juſt allowed time to 
— { compliinent the King with an addreſs; and he te- 
turns the (compliment with a diſſolution. , The 


_ - been done by Priefts and Prieſtly Courts, When 


: they get the Civil Sword they are almoſt ſure to uſe 


ol Scotland is an effective Church: though ſhe is 


ede e preeches thetidfrines he is bound/to 


nun without merey. It is judged viſeſt, therefore, | 
Aut to truſt thom for the future. But the Church 


not now what once ſhe was; and as the Church of 
.. England was for above a hundred years after the Re- 

formation... All, or by far the majority of the Mi- 
© miſter, in both Churches, were then found Goſpel 

| Preachers ;. but. times are chunged. This renders | 
aße man in moſt of their Preſbyteries, 


maintain. He is not leſs ſo therefore in the Synod. 
Aud the General Aſſembly have powers that are 


ſtrong and very coercive. They do not meet to be 

_ diffdlved, but they meet tao buſineſs, In Mr. 

' Geary's arid Mr. Young's cles, they did the bu- 
775 1 a | 4 j 5 : f. 15 


— 
* 
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1 ns ) 

fineſs with a wa But having 110 1 
already, I preſume only to aſk the queſtion ofa body 
anfiver it e eee eee rep 
ſentative, when ſeated among them, they appear ſo | 
much to reſpect, and whoſe civil laws concerning ' 
patronage they have ſo frequently admitted, that 


2 theſe inſtances they have been pleaſed todoprivg 


eir Sovereign of his patronage, * e E 


2 of their ae ? 


Wo) winder then, that s Check undes 0 


re control of fuck a body, feels a power ten 


times as ſtrong as that of our Engliſh Epiſcopacy. | 
Nor are we the leſs to be ſurpriſed, that when the 


head is thus ſick, the diſeaſe is found to commu- TY 


- nicate itſelf to the body at large. When diſci- 


pline is corrupted at the fountain head, the fireams, 3 
rather than purify, will affuredly pollute; and as » - 


| polluted government can only be ſupported by W- 


verity of eonduct, that ſeyerity is ſure ig be felt by 
thoſe whole purity of bohavioue:: is a „ 
e them. : | 


Now we * of the Efabliſhed c — a 
many inftances, are frequently led to feel this with. 


ſingular ſeverity, eſpecially at the time of the ſettles | 
ment of their Miniſters. | 


e2. 7 When 


5 


i £ ; : 
PP erat by my Lord, PW RG or ſom. 


other patron, where there may not be the moſt . 


eee fr in the preſenter or the pre- 
| ſented; an order is iſſued from the Hreſbytery ſor 
uch and ſuch Miniſters to attond on that ſett 6: . 5 
ment or ordination; and this is frequently an op- 
| portunity in which, the e e. wis the Lara 
"they myſt abey, "OE fem | | 


n 


„Nee the not ſolemn work a Inter can — 5 > 
in hand, is certainly the deſignation of others to that 
- moſt important office . What a grievous preſſure 
upon the -conſciences of godly Miniſters. to he 
1 pro —— e Chriſt, men 


me biene of Scotland hass wä- e eee 


| Aal after. proper attendance at their Divinity Hall, to act 


for ſome time 38 ly Preachers before they ae ordained ta/the | 
charge, and theſe are called Probationers. It ſeems 


wen, if this ga preaching be diſcountenanced by ſome, it is i | 


Wa the Church. 1 wiſh, however, that the Church of 
England were as wiſe as ns of Scotland 288 of 
| ber diſcipline. | 


4 Apt ance . wh, 
—_— one of a moderate underſtanding alſo, one of the Miniſters 
not being near enough to put his hand on the bead, reached out ; 
his ſtick ; for which being reproved, his apology was, "or 8 
ne ts dr tenet de Bs, 


e whom 


- 


of 7 1. 
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- the e Miniſter pe the Out Jariſes. from 
_ theiadopted/mode of the public adminiſtration of 
the communjon. On theſe: occaſions, ſeveral pa- 
niſnes meet as in one body, and though perhaps 
there is more phariſaic —_— primitive fim- - 
plieity in their preſent method of conducting this 
work, yet, were matters as they ought. to be, 
ſomewhat very lovely might be expected from 
theſe general mectings. Suppoſing that the Mini- 
ſter preſiding over each pariſh: were truly ra, 
and that he had conſcientiouſly attended to it, that 
none but the ſame characters in his pariſh ſhould be 
admitted, what opportunities might theſe 
produces ſor the mutual ediſication of the Minifiers - 
_ themſelves! and what a ſweet exemplification' of 
that uniting love which ſhould dwell among brit. 
tians at large! This would. be primitive! indeed 7 


"While, P Ges I have oftentimes 4 Ihe 
; beautiful original deſign of the Church of Scotland 
on theſe occaſions, as alſo their ſolemn and primi- 
tive mode of adminiſtration, it is equally to be la- 
mw bias "OP the multitudes who attend, 

| | many 


9 te neeeſſity to unite. On the preparatory Thurſs.. 


cm). 


| bs avbroight wadtber threogh mens FE a 
ary formality, while the Miniſters who affembls 
i 


due withall theſs e Goſpel Bisicker is under 


day, which they call a faſt, he has to preach as in 
eonnerion with them, and too frequently bears 
the truths be delivers, virtually, if not diametri - 
cally contradicted, by others who treat all the lead- 
ing truths of the Goſpel with ridicule and con- 
tempt. When it comes to his turn to ſerve a 
" table, perhaps he has directly, or indirectly, to con- + 
tradict the perſon who ſerved beſore him, and after - 
wards will in the ſame ftile be contradicted by the 
next Minifter who ſucceeds.* Beſides this, another 
mortifying circumſtances, that he preſides as a Mi- 
| niſter of Chriſt, and ſanclions the diſpenſation of 
mmoſe elements, which belong only to the children 
4 5 „ eee e eee gags; 


| | „ I believe, ee e ee the 

„ | moderates act among themſelves, and leave the avi/d to act by 
| memſelves: this is a comfortable circumſtance for ſerious Chrif- | 
Ef | tians belonging to the eſtabliſhment in that city; nothing being 
| fo painful as ſuch a mixt multitude at an ordinance intended as 

a communion of Saints. It is a circumſtance much to be la- 


mented, where that holy ordinance is no longer the ſacred bar- 


2- # 
% . | 


171 8 between eee and the vile, 


pat oſ them are 8 God, « 1 ae 
made deer ee feaſt, . . Yew et 


MW "T4 Tx „ „ 55 r 1 EE "#3 {4 171 e } n 


Theſs may radi of LE! incongeni- - 
cs men muſt feel while connected + 


the reſiſted the tyranny of the Eſtabliſhment, have 


ſo galling from that quarter, their ſituation will 


: e ern view of as ie i 


a private parochial ſtile, Aumitting this, perhaps theſe general 
meetings, till Kept up upon particular occaſions, might be fre- 


quently attended with leſs inconvenience. | For as matters nom 

- Rand, from the cohcoiatle wut attend, the Miniſters are in coun 
try places obliged, on the meetings previous to and during the 
adminiſtration, to preach out bf doors; which, by the bye, ume 


wiſh as much as poſſible 2884 as it ſanctions field-preaching 


in others. The preach d each other; while the people 


ramble to ft: one atid then another, according to their tune n 
fancy z and this muſt bſſen the ſolemnity of the work. 


| Beſides many Miniſters, Sabbath after Sabbath, ave obliged ts 5 
ſhut up their own churches, while they attend on the neighbour- 


iog pariſhes ; and as it is next to impoſſible to perform this work 
in the winter, there are many places in the connery in. uh: 


Er 


4. 


wv 


with the Eſtabliched Choreb, in her preſent fateof 
_ - exiſtence; | But as almoſt all the Seceders, though 


yet ſubmitted to the ſame trammels which they felt 


: n eee e e ee ae, 


3 1 1 if 48 5 
that yet many inconveniences ariſe for want 4 5 


thod of more fretuent adminiſtration, which inight be adopted in 


Oo * * 
. 
—— 
— 
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os way geen odrancement ofthe people'of | 
dis charge. Let it but be proved to | 
man preaches and lives the Goſpel;and that he has 5 


What authority dare any ſet of Chriſtians 


| 6 120 5 : 
© A'Miniſter, 1 humbly: conce! 5 

| uncontrouled right over his on OT 2 wm „ 
| ow him the affif- 
he believes will 


"been bleſſed with ſeals to his'Minifiry : 1 ah by | 4 


bim or tie up the hands of any other Miniſters wb, 
ehuſo to give him the right hand of fellowſhip? 


: "But ſuch adrniffion, ſay ſome, would be riding un 


the back of all order and decorum. Happy ſhould 1 


| be to ride upon the back of /uch order and decorum, 
till I had ridden them to death. But all this I 


boldly affirm, though good men may inconfiders | 
"ately adopt it, to be the mere artful cant of a 


- proud ſectarian ſpirit. For the more free and 


open, and loving, gracious Miniſters are among 


| themſelves, the more will the eauſe of God be pro- 


"moted, without the leaſt inf ingement on any or- 
derand decorum they mutus 1 * „eie wer 8 


FO al 0 this proved Pals matter of fad, which 


4 * more to the purpoſe than a thouſand arguments. 


| Jaflanos Pay in in Sond, as ** as the laws of 
„ mer 


* 
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their Ws will allow. May God ſet that af- 


ſectionate people ſtill more at liberty ! Inſtance; e 
many places in England, where every Miniſter; t 
dwells in unity with his brother, each aſſiſting the. . 
other by mutual labours of love. And what 

order is broken thereby, but the order of the Devil, 2 

vide et impera, (divide and rule) and the order 

oſ the Pope, which, when tranſlated into modern 
ſectarian Proteſtant language, ſtands thus: I i- 
againſt the order of our Church. Now this is the 4 
very doctrine which will ſupport every innovation 
that the Pope, Turk, or Devil, can invent. And _ 

I deliberately ſay, theſe are the tricks of Hell itſelf, _ 
to divide the Church of God on earth, i 


But by what authority do any of theſe churcehes 
preſume to ſet up their order, in oppoſition to the 
mind, and will, and work of God, and to quote the 

order of their churches, forſooth, againſt the living 
rules and orders of the Church of the Lord Jeſus? 
By what order or part of Scripture did the Secederz, 
after they had moſt cordially received, and had 
taſted the life and power of Mr. Whitfield's Miniſ- 
try, preſume to mock God with a day of ſolemn _. 
faſting and prayer, as if he had been the greateſt 
| hypocrite that ever lived, merely becauſe he refuſed 

to be crammed with their Solemn League and Co- 
venant; while they Knol, or might have known, 

R | that 


% 


(mw) 


that not a brighter, or a more difinterefied# lumi- 
nary had ariſen ſor a century beſore him? Did 


theſe Chriſtians act as ſuch ? and yet, ſuch I believe . 
they were. Into what a labyrinth of confuſion are 
they led, who leave their Bibles and the ſimplicity 


that is in Chriſt, to ſerve a party in an angry ſpirit! 
And under what an awful ſpirit of preſumption, 
has many a bigot been conſtrained to act, in re- 


| Jedling ſome of the firſt of the marked Embaſſadors 


of Jeſus Chriſt, who have made many a treaty of 


peace on his behalf, between precious ſouls, while 


the ſnarling bigot himſelf, who 97007 8590 has 
never done half his work ! dt 5 


Too many of the Seceders, the Relief only ex- 
cepted, ſtill continue to be ſettered by ſuch wretch- 
ed reſtraints, while many a poor impriſoned con- 


| ſcience among them, of a wiſer and more liberal 


deſcription, groans and laments the en which 


it bears.“ 


But why all this? Becauſe an oath was made, in 

heat and anger, in times of the higheſt tumult and 
alternate perſecution, above a hundred and fifty 
years ago, binding the preſent generation to per- 
. feeute for them. now. For, ſi uppoſing the firſt ge- 


® 5ome people as -als and ſome prieſts are people 
ridden. 1 wiſh both: a N deliverance with all my heart, 
eration 


( 


— then exiſting, and allowing thirty: years 
for each ſucceeding generation, I doubt not but 
they are now children of the eighth, or ninth, or 
even tenth generation“; and agcording to them 
England, Scotland and Ireland are bound, on to 
bound, as far as they can bind them, to &XTIRPATE, 
SUPPRESS AND OVERCOME, (the grand ſtinging 
words of the Covenant), all religions but their own, 
by the ſame civil ſword which their anceſtors once 
wore; Will the Seceders go on with the buſi- 
neſs and ſwear that the ſame extirpation-oath 
ſhall be entailed to the next eighth, or ninth, or 
tenth generation, ſhould the world laſt ſo long, 
The words of this delicious oath being, © to them 
and their poſterity after them.” What a remark- 
able circumſtance, that a people the moſt conſci- 
entious reſpecting oaths, ſhould, after all, them- | 
, ſelves preſume to ſwear to the religion of their off 
ſpring, over whom they can have no poflible con- 

trol; nay, abſolutely to the religion and con- 
ſciences of a non-exiſtent generation! But what 
is further to be gathered from this? Why, that 
the great ſolemn league and covenant ok God 0 


3 The Seceders have Jittle reaſon to find fault with the ſervice 

of baptiſm belonging to the Engliſh Church; as godfathers and 
godmothers only promiſe for the children who now are, While 
they engage, in their CANON for the children who ate ſtill 
unborn. „ ö „ 2 


R2 Cee .. own 


(1) 


own deviſing, the Holy ommunio our Saviour's | 
facred barrier between the precious and the vile, 
is not ſufficient without the intervention of a hu- 


man oath, and that too, fabricated in the diſtract- 
el days of general perſecution, in which people 
vowed againſt each other more in n the language of 


Turks than of Chriſtians, 


my "Put what is moſt to be lamented is, that all this 
Bigotry and contractedneſs of ſpirit, ſhould ſubſiſt 


among thoſe who are the firmeſt friends to the 


truths of the Goſpel; and conſequently ſhould be 5 
the moſt richly adorned with the patient and for- 
bearing mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus, No ſet of 
men upon the earth have contended more earneſtly 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, than the 
Seceders. Go wherever you will, into any Seced- , 
ing chapel, and you are ſure to hear the Goſpel.* 


How much then is it to be regretted, that ſuch 


" KF 


good people ſhould ſhut up themſelves from others . 
who preciſely aim at the promulgation of the ſame 
glorious truths with them, and ſhould have ſo diſ. | 


graced their own cauſe by falling out fo dreadfully 


among themſelves, about matters fo trivial and ab- 


ſurd. 


nn fee eucetionace- tobe made 
among the generous, liberal minded Relief? 


But, 


„„ 
"." But, bleſſed be Gd, I rruſk A bitter dh begi 
to dawn upon thoſe good people. 5 Nord | 
ing theſe reſtriftions I have already mentioned, 
how kindly many of the Burghers received me, while 
many others, with all poſſible affeQion, after alittle 
converſation, ſeemed only to lament the exiſtetce'df 
ſuch rules as keep Chriſtians apart from Each other 
And while the generality of our Antibürgher bre⸗ 
ihren, even yet, keep op a more formidable diſ. 
Tance from their brethren in Chriſt than others} 
while as a body, they do ſs much credit to the 
: Goſpel, by the purity of their lives, we ſtin wn 


a further luſtre will be added to their name, 
that liberality of ſpirit ſo well becoming | the facred 
followers of the God of love. 15 
Wat a mercy, that in England we have diſco» 
vera the myſtery, how all Miniſters who preach the 
truth may mutually afſiſt each other, without tlie 
leaſt diſorder being created thereby! And what 
an addition will it be to the religious character of 
our nation, when the rigid Jaws of our Epiſcopal - 
*Cohſtitution ſhall relax; allowing” at leaſt, the occd» 
fional/ labours of other Miniſters, who have been 
decently and properly ordained" to the Miniſtry of 
the word! While the Miniſters of the _ Engliſh 
"Church have'a' degree of liberty among themſelves, 
; yet in this they are cloſely reſtricted. © May ſuch 
ps Wis bleſſed wih 5 ind liberty, beets it with- 
out 


„„ ee —— 2 * 


„„ 
out licentiouſneſs, that the Golpel of our Game 
Yor free courſe, run, and be Herißed. 


Aſter PANS a diſcuſſion of the parties which Want 
fo. \Sisfigured the Scottiſh nation; it may be aſked, 
will another ſect of Chriſtians come forward and 


produce a 4 better ſtandard, to which. the people 
would do well to reſort? If they do, I will be bold 


er all the favourable appearances of the preſent 
— Mere ſect · making, never anſwers but for the 


day, and after the ſpirit of the poor deſign is ex- 
- hauſted, all muſt dwindle into formality. Surely in 
Scotland, they have had experience quite ſufficient, 
from different party conteſts, to reſiſt ſubmiſſion 


to any further attempts, though ſuch ſhould bring 


it forward with all the fans fo ER 


Thus faith the Lord,” | fea. 4 
mb boi / 


For how many p parties have 8 gone befars 


jus, who have been thoroughly convinced that their 


church governments were the only ones 
authorized by Scripture, though each as "mW 
{cg nee ba, | . 


Tine form the Bots Chanel of Bama, and 3 1 


bas decreed herſelf to be infallible, ſhe, muſt be 


.right of, courſe; though the ſink of error, and the 
11 9 : | ; | neſt, 


to- propheſy, they would throw the completeſt damp 


n 


neſt. of every abominable deluſion; Next come 
forward ſome. of our reformed Epiſcopal Go- 
vernments. Theſe alſo claim a ſort of ſpiritual mo- 


| nopoly of ſalvation, excluſively for their members, 


paſſing the ſentence of eternal damnation on all 


ſuch delinquents as reject this diſcipline. In- 
ftance the language of our firſt Higb-Churchmen 
ſoon after the Reformation ; during the latter end 
of the reign of our Briti/h Solomon, James I. 
Since then, the Nonjurors and Oxford Hutchinſoni- 
| ans; ; and laſt of all, that redoubtable High-Church- 
wan, the Rev. Charles Daubeny, to fill up the rear, 

devoutly gives up all diſſenters from eee 
to the © uncovenanted mercies of, God. 


be next ns; toi a jure divino govern- 
ment, were the Preſbyterians. They could ſce as 
clear as day light that all their four Church Courts - 
were to be found in the New Teſtament, though it | 
has puzzled others to find half as many; while I 
believe much of that ſuperſtructure was built on 
| the platform of primitive Chriſtianity. © That the 
primitive Chriſtians did meet in connected bodies, 8 
and that the individual churches ſubmitted to the 


general deciſion is plain enough; but that there 


were all theſe Church Courts and each of theſe 
one above another, I ſuppoſe muſt be acknowledg- 
ed as nothing better than a human e from 
a divine original. 8 4 gl 5 


| Fourthl v, 
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Fourtbiy the Independents jr ith can de | 
tronger arguments ſtill, than any which have ever 
gone before them; and that too, is aſſerted by ſome . 
of them with a conſiderable degree of poſitiveneſs 


on their own behalf, that their government was pre- 


eiſely the determined plan of the Lord Jeſus, the 


great Head of the Church. Others may obſerve, 
us it was a diſcipline newly invented, ſo by argu - 
2885 from Scripture it has been but i ſupported. 


The Baptiſts, of the tricter fort, kia and 


evſoely determined. that not one ſingle Chriſtian 


upon earth, if next to an Angel, has a right to 


Cbriſtian eommunion, unleſs baptized ; or, as we 
ſuppoſe, re-baptized, according as they conceive the _ 
preſoript mode of the word of God: and they 


wonder that we cannot ſee matters as _—_ as 
themſelves. But wonders never ceaſe, | 


I bleſs God, heir: for the credit both of our 
Independent and Baptiſt brethren, that they never 

were as yet favoured with the civil ſword ; for 1 
would not have ventured to paſs my word for 
them more than for others, that they would not 


bave perſecuted alſo, had they been intoxicated 


by civil power. The beſt of men are but men at 


de beſt“. 


It os been ſaid, the Independents once had the civil word 


and 


- 


Au, however, I Sits We owe free medi - 
i different parties in the North; I beg permiſ- 
ſion to come a little nearer home. Nor am Lat all 
fearful to tread this ground, as I am ſatisfied my only 
aim is to invalidate the weak pretenſions of the 
bigot. of every party; and to convince Cbriſtians 
in general, private diſcipline ſtill being preſerved, i 

that they are, or ought to be, one in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Ne I conceive fri ee . to be the Au- 
1 bee you of the South. V We 


Without the leaſt ters; I as 3 ol 2 
remarks upon the origin and government of the In- 
dependents properly ſo called, which are by no 
means ſo applicable to -others, who wenne 
| aſſume the 0 8 but deſerve a beuen 


4 


80 far as Fol trace the origin of this new nds: 
of diſcipline, ſcarcely a ſhade of it exiſted in any e- 
clogs biſtorian ee till toward the latter : 


ad 10 44 not ation. Taſk 1 it is anſwered during 


the uſurpation of Oliver's days, for Oliver was an Independent, 
and a Preſbyterian alſo, when it beſt ſerved his turn, But dur- 


ing all that time the Church continued Preſbyterian, though Oli- 
ver, that he might pleaſe all parties, was an enemy to perſecu - 
tion, and flattered all by turns. In this he individually ſhamed 
many who went before him, but nothing of this proves that the 
Independents, as a body, poſſeſſed the civil ſword, „ 
3 . I 5 | Is end | 


en fror the reign of James the Firſt. 1 


in 1616. Theſe, from the perſecuting ſpirit of the - 


( 10.) 


r/ Henry Ja- 
cob privately collected a congregation on that plan 


times, could only keep up their diſcipline from 


Houſe to houſe ; but when the ſpirit of perſecution | 


began to be eonſiderably controled, towards the lat- 
ter end of the reign of Charles the Pirſt, this de- 
eee between twenty and thirty years after- _ 
ds, began to make a more public appearance. 
12 account, therefore, for this mode of government. 


. if leſs from the ONE yet more from the times. 


Nos it mould be a: that i in et un- 


| e days, as we have beſore obſerved, two 


Church governments had entered he field of battle. 


Vith all the civil authority which each could procure. - 
No wonder, therefore, that the Preachers of both 


des of thequeſtion too much forgot their meflage, 
| "nd preached up ecken polity, ien of the 


| * We hear Indeed, eos cos ieee 


: as a body, of the miniſterial labours of Robert Brown, of Rut- | 
landſhire, a man of good family. From him the Independents 


"+ 


were originally called Browniſts;” but it were a reffection to 


| . entail his name on the preſent body of that denomination ; as 
Robert Bron, after he had ſuffered much from the perſecuting 


fpirit of the day, turned an entire apoſtate from his original pro- 


ſeſſion; received orders and preferment in the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and finiſhed als apoſtacy from his 2282 by a 888% le _ 
8 aps life. 


Cochel 


Cs 


G05 of ouriſulvation. This was naturally | ates: 
ductive of another extreme. The real, retired, plain © | 
Chriſtians aſſembled among themſelves, and OW 9 
un ir cars D theſe n dab 


# % 
* y 
1 


| Rather than ſubmit to ſuch a e me; tur⸗ „„ 

bulent miniſtry, they attempted to better tbemſelyv es 

as well as they could. They therefore ſought for 

cha beſt and pureſt men from among themſelves, _ 

to give the word of exhortation. Many of their 
firſt preachers were doubtleſs illiterate and l r; 

but tinkers, taylors, coblers, &c. proved better 
Preachers, with the grace of God in their hearts, | 
than the angry political Preachers of either party 

in thoſe unfortunate days. Afterwards many of 

the characters who joined them were very learned. + 

and reſpectable men. Theſe unhappy events led | 

them to a ſeparation ; and this ſeparation they found 

neceflary to reduce into a ſyſtem, and conſequently 

like all others, as well as they could, they attempt- 

ed to ſanction Weit n from the word of God. 


Now! in regard to the invorinal ofa 0 
every Church, it muſt be congregational ; and 1 
know of no Churches but what are ſo, where there 

is any real government at all, whether Me-. 
thodiſt, ſo called, Moravian, Quaker, or Preibyte- 7 
rian. Such, therefore, as wiſh rather to chuſe the Fn 


* 


Cu) 


term congregational, uſe an 3 not bub. | 
ficiently deſcriptive of their government, all others. 
being equally ſo with them: they, therefore, are 


ſtrictly independent. For, according to them, a 
body of Chriſtians, voluntarily collected together, 

have nothing to do as a church with any other 
body but their own, though even of the ſame de- 
nomination: and it is by the mere vote of the elec- 
tive body that ſuch a gifted brother is ordained : 

and what they did in thus ordaining, they can at 


pleaſure again undo by rejecting. If others aſter- | 


wards elect him, he is again a Miniſter; and if again 
rejected, he is again ſtript of his office ; ee * 
may take n a e e 4.3 


: >, 3 
„ 1 { 


Further, it is wal, del that it is d for a 


| : Min iſter to hold communion with any people but 
his own, reſtricting the adminiſtration of ordi- 


nunces alone to the people who elected him to the 
office.. The very quinteſſence of Anti-burgheriſm 
ſublimated and double refined! Nor is the inter- 


++ Upon the death or deprivation of a Miniſter, it a an expreſ- | 
ſion of their's to ſay, their Church is in ( a widowed ſtate ;” ſo 


that to receive the Communion from any other Miniſter till mar- 
ried to them by the choice of the congregation, is an act of ſpi- 


ritual adultery. I once preſſed home upon a good man, rigid for r: 


that diſcipline, bow far the metaphor wag ſcriptural and juſt, 


4 ; 
# 2 5 


I 


und ſoon found that I preſſed rather too hard. All, however, 


axe got fo 885 but this is the ſtric 8 Zo ſentiment. 


- 


. ferenco 


| - hillinations, only. as their gifts and abilities may 
put a gloſs upon the buſineſs before the congrega- 
tion which attends. Their members, in ſome re- 
ſpects, may be ſomewhat leſs reſtricted than their 
Miniſter, as they are at times permitted to be oc- 
afional commanicants, if admitted by the ſuffrage 
of the people—the Miniſter having /equal autho- 


rity with an old woman on wise nn ooca- 
bn Ts oi 
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5 . Nw; whit contin is to be W E2hs . this 
reſtricted mode of diſcipline ? | Why, that no 
; churches but their own have a Chriſtian Miniftry 
throughout the world; though the Miniſter may 
have lived like an angel, have preached the Goſpel 
. for half a century, and have brought a thouſand 
ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt, . And ſhould ſuch a Miniſter 
chuſe to end his days with them, nothing of __ wy 
ſormer ordination is to be conſidered; There is 
no ordination but merely the people's choies ' 1 
While thus they ſo freely uſe the knife of amputa- 
tion, reſpecting the office poſſeſſed by all other Mi- 
niſters throughout Chriſtendom but their own ; | 
in demanding ſuch a re-ordination they have | 
little reaſon to complain of the Church of Eng- 
land or of Rome itſelf, in exacting a ſimilar re-ordi- 
nation for all who were 508 beſore epiſcopally or- 
gained, | i - 


6 5 
But in what part of W of God i is. this 
ner metbod of ordination by the mere eleQion of 
ue people ſo rigidly enjoined ?., Of two elections 
' only we are informed in the New Teſiament, the 
one that of Matthias, the other the Nadel of the 
ſeyen Stewards, commonly called Deacons ; T 
will _ the wiſeſt _ n them to finda 


WA fri IRR e is 8 a 
complete ſpiritual republic. All other republics are 
incomplete, In thoſe they act by their repreſenta- 
tives. But in this youngſters and old ladies all act for 
themſelves. They neither have, nor can they have 
Rulers, Overſeers, or Elders, for each has a poſitive 
right to rule, to overſee, and to control the con- 
duct of his own Miniſter. As to Elders, the no- 
vice ranks with them the moment he is admitted. 
The Miniſter is the ſpeaker, and only the ſpeaker, 
of their Spiri/ual Houſe of Commons, for in other re- 
ſpects he is juſt like the Pope, though by the rule of 
reverſe, Jervus ſervorum, he is without a vote for 
himſelf, and without any ee redreſs, 725 


1 have, 8 apologized for this govern+ | 
te, It is modern, and it was ill digeſted in trou- 
blefome times, It is to be lamented, therefore, _ 


LS 


* 


ant as 1 e alſo. om 

were only driven into this extreme of church 
| government by the ſtreſs of the times. Since than - | 
they have received ſufficient proof, that under a li- 
mited monarchy, their ſpiritual republics are tho- . 
roughly protected and preſerved. This has ren- 
dered them loyal ſubjects to our conſtitutional go 
verament, which, for above a hundred years, on „ 


= _ emergenex, they baue e evinced,® 


But, n it may be faid, the pate 0 


AR of the churches naturally demanded 
this diſcipline. But this is running too faſt; for wwe 


would next aſk, Where is the ſeparation and inde- 


pendeney of the churches to be found in Scripture? _ 
I am ſure not in the Acts of the Apoſtles, where we 
have frequent meetings of the whole body in con- 
nexion. They afſembled connectedly, they con- 
ſulted connectedly, and they ated according to 
the judgment of the connected body. See Acts xi, 
: and xv. &c. &c. But when it is added, it was not 
a ſew, but the whole Church that was conſulted : 
it would be very difficult to thew box many were 


conſulted among the multitude, the many thou- 
fands of them that then belicyed, and met at the 


* When we ſpeak of a general body, it muſt be admitted, hae 
there may be individual characters of a different complexion _ 
from. the body at large. | 5 | f 


Py 


ſame 


there is a method of explaining it away. 


68 


poſs; for while ſometimes we hear of the Apoſtles 


munities. And the word Church itſelf, in my opt- 
nion, ſtands more in the way of common ſenſe 


than moſt words beſides. For what does it, after 
all, mean ?—a mere gathering together. The very 


ſame word is applied to meetings of Heathens and 


Jews, and a mere mob, as well as an aſſemblage of 
_ Chriſtians. And whether in larger or ſmallerbodies, 
they till congregated; and a congregation, whether 
ſmall or great, in Scripture, is ever tranſlated in one 


ſenſe achurch. Nothing, therefore, could be there- 


conſulted, and acted together in thoſe days; there · 


_ fore they evidently appeared not to be independent, 
but united. And conſequently it is not to be won- 
_ dered at that the ordinations of thofedays preſented 
another aſpect than thoſe now practiſed among the _ 
Independents : for we find the Apoſtle Paul dire&ts 
Titus,” without the leaſt <— and without. re- 


7 eee Independent brethren 8 
the direction given to Titus, to ſet things in order, without 
ever hinting at the call of the Church, though I don't doubt 


1 


ferting 


e time. But this would be nothing to the pur- 


and Elders, at other times the brethren are men- 
' tioned as a part of the congregated body, upon 
the very face of the buſineſs, this will never lead 
to the idea of ſeparated and independent oom. 


dy determined. It is enough to prove that they met, 1 


4 


«< 1187 * 
ferring to the choice of people, to ordain Elders; 


Overſeers, or Biſhops,(terms evidently ſynonymous) 
in every city, which would have been contrary to 


all common ſenſe, if they had a ſcriptural and ex- 


eluſive right to ordain them among themſelves by 
their mere elective voices; unleſs it can be proved 
that two appointments to the ſame office, by « diffe- | 


rent perſons, are better hag, ane. 


Equally e 1 conceive, is that 4 


Eph. iv. 11. to the ſame point. He gave ſome 


not only Apoſtles and Prophets, now granted to 


be non- exiſtent, but alſo other officers which ſtill 


exiſt, and muſt exiſt ſo long as Chriſt has a church 


on the earth, Evangelifts, Paſtors, and Teachers. - 
But. afterwards it may be ſaid, they might have 
been elected by the people. This preſumptive - 


evidence proves nothing; for others have as great 
a right to ſay they might not have been ſo elected, 


and with greater probability, as the Seripturs - 


ſpeaks nothing about ſuch an election. And again, 


if God the Holy Spirit firſt made them, and the 
people afterwards only choſe them, their W 


. dow for all theſe Riders mere: 


public teachers; the argument, however, is concluſive among 
_ thoſe who ſuppoſe they were; and whatever their office might 
dave been, Titus was commanded to appoint them, without the 


_ moſt diſtant reference to the people's choice, though ſuch a choice 


might . have been conſulted, 


could 


| pom: 


e <> 
ebuld not be in the choice es things can bo 
ran ey a e y 


| Havingthrown theſe few thoughts tiene what 
coneluſion i to be drawn from all thoſe. various 


cramping the Goſpel Miniſtry, according to the rules of ſtrick 


and wiſe of that denomination. He ſays, on the Apoſtle direct- 


ing Titus to ardain Elders in every city, that they /bould be 


cheſen by common ſuffrage. Now this I call an-interpolation. But 
as that text certainly does not help him out, he refers to Als xx. 


- 28, where Paul ſent for the Elders, and only the Elders of 


Epheſus, probably wiſhing that the younger ones, and eſpecially 5 
the women, might remember bis advice to be keepers at home. 


Now-why this valuable commentator referred to this paſſage I 


am at a loſs to determine, when it is expreſsly ſaid, the Holy Gt 
made them overſeers, Now Ts W 
frage did not. 


among you; taking the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 


. willingly; not for filthy luere, but of a ready mind.” Now 


what this text has to do with the ſufrage of the people making the 
Minifter, 1 am as much at a loſs to diſcover, as I ſhould have 
been had the Doctor quoted from Exodus xvi. 36. Now 


- an omar is the tenth part of an ephah,” 


| To be ſure the Apoſtle adds the probibition not to lord it over | 


a eee eee e 1 


- 
com. 
0 F 
„ & 
5 - 


| e £ might know the utmo@ which could be faid op this 
ſubject, I conſulted good Dr. Guiſe, one who was much for 


Independent diſcipline, as being alſo one of the moſt ſpiritual - 


Then he refers us to 1 Pet. v. 2. u Feed the flock of God which is = 


 God'veritage ; but this prohibition to the Miniſters not to lord - 5 
it over the people, has no more to do about the buſineſs of elee- 


(wo). 


ions a bee e eee 
been alternately convinced that their's was pre- 
ciſely the order which God had decreed for the go- 
vernment of his houſe? Why, I yerily believe, 
and wiſer heads than mine have thought the ſame, 
that nothing was preciſely determined, but that 
ve are referred to general rules, and that theſe 
were brought forward juſt as circumſtances de- 
manded. The community of goods, the waſhing 
the feet of the diſciples, the attendance at the 
feaſts of love, were adopted as the caſe required. 
But theſe having in them nothing of the nature 
of appointed ſtanding ordinances, and not being 
5 ſupported by an expreſs command, Were, after- 
wards omitted. There was no law, conſequently 
there was no tranſgreſſion. They might be 
dropt, therefore, without any diſobedience to the 
Divine Dire, . | 


This, notwithſtanding the nearer we 1 a- 

cording, to the primitive precedent, the more we 
may expe the bleſſing of the Great Head of the 
Church upon our labours. Under ſuch conſidera- 
tions, what was the nature of the en Mi- 
niſtry, as revealed i in the word of Gal dtp ten $7 


| What, for ES was « the EB . 2 5 


an Apoſtle? Was it only for the time then being? 
or does it now ceaſe to exiſt ? nnn, 


12 point. 


6G ). 


point. But this 1 ſeriouſly maintain: If we are not to 
have Apoſtles, it is impoſſible that the Church can 


live, or be enlarged, unleſs we have men of an apoſ- 
tolic ſpirit. I quote that text, the ſtanding order 


, of the Lord Jeſus, which all his Miniſters, more or 


leſs, as circumſtances may direct, are bound to 
keep in view. © Go ye forth, into all the world, 


and preach the Goſpel to every creature ;” entail · 


ed on the Church to its lateſt ages, by a promiſe 


of an immediate vouchſafement of a Divine influ- 


ence—* I am with you always, even to the end of 
the world.” Every Miniſter will have enough, and 


more than enough, to do among the ignorant and 
| profane of his vicinage, if he has a heart to under- 
tate it. Now whatever cramping rules ſome people 
may adopt, by ſuppoſing that no man is a Miniſter, 
_ unleſrover the little body who elected him, or what 
ever other reſtricting laws, to prevent the Lord's 
meſſengers from © doing the work of Evangeliſts, 


and making full proof of their GY,” * by being 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” they. do in- 
finite miſchief to the cauſe of Chriſt, I aſk, what 
is to be done among thouſands at home, virtually 


withont the Goſpel, and tens of thouſands in 
_ Heathen lands, if men of this ſpirit are not ever to 
2 _ in the Church of Chriſt ? 


ane therefore, men for be to wole of 
6 pit office muſt de raiſed up, in every age; 
| men 


„ CJ 2 


niſters of Chriſt, in labours more abundant, s 
ſtripes above meaſure, i in ny more SOR in £9 


deaths often. ”s 


* 


the ſpread of the Goſpel, as when the work of the 


Miniftry is fettered by human inventions, by whats 
everdenomination theſe i inventions wy es wn 


Equal + ene ITE = * 


proud demands of ſome of the high Epiſeopalians, 


who conclude a man to be as criminal before God 
as were Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, if he ſhould 


preſume to preach, unleſs previouſly ſent by them 


while, perhaps without any great breach of charity, 


the Chriſtianity of the ordainer arid of the ordained 
may be equally liable to ſuſpicion. Now I do verily 
believe the whole work of making Miniſters reſts, 


with God alone. _ while one party — it is is by 


« God bleſs our ME . brethren with theſe 
proofs of their Miniſtry. Perhaps this may be a proof to us alſo 


that we muſt correct ourſelyes in having ſaid that they received 
their Miniſtry not from the Lord, but from man; as the voice 

of the people confers the office, I declare, however, how glad 1 
ſhould be, if in my power, to run a thouſand miles, with a plaſ- 


ter in my hand, either to heal the broken head, or lacerated back 
from the ſtripes received above meaſure for their holy and ca- 


Oe oe ROO IIs | 


God pur Saviour, 


Now nothing s to me > detrimental. to | 
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ths people's cle, i oer o 
erdination of Preſbyters or Biſhops, the Lord will "4 
give his people to know that the Holy Ghoſt is the 


over ſeparate bodies, muſt be kept up, and ſhould _ 
in common ſenſe be referred to the choice of the 


only maker of every ſpiritual church officer, and 
that ordination was nothing but an apoſtolic inſti- 


tution, giving the right hand of fellowſhip to thoſe 


who were previouſly ordained or ſent of God. And 


 infiead of ſuppoſing that the people's choice made 


the Miniſter, the people fhould have nothing to 
do in chooſing the Miniſter, as their private paſtor, 
till he be firſt ordained or appointed by God. And 
while it is readily admitted that the paſtoral charge, 


people, yet this is not to be conceived as the prin- 


ipal and main deſign of the Miniſtry, in any age of 
the Church; and when once a Miniſter of Chriſt has 


proved himſelf that ſacred character by his gifts and 


graces, he ſhould be univerſally received as ſuch in 


all the Churches of Chriſt, whereyer in divine Provis 


dence he may be wanted orcalled, however the rotten 
. prohibitory rule, it is againſt the order of our Church, 
may be in the way, in oppoſition to the ſtanding 
order of the Holy Spirit. I write the more freely 


| pppinſt this ſentiment, as I em  furo it has dong 


abun- 


6 * I verily believe ul, that the e a Dea, ſo called, 
is but little underſtood, if not entirely miſunderſtood, in many 
3 R 

| aß 


„„ 143 * "+ 
0 2 
the more liberal - minded Independents, there is a | 
better and a more enlarged ſpirit. Still will 1 fing 
for them, myſelf, and other, 


Lt names, and ſects, and parties fall, 
And Jeſus Chriſt be all in all. 


| Now nothing proves's fu HEY epi: In 1 5 
* through . God, we have of 5 
es diſtin. offcers from others, perhaps may better be under- $ 
ſtood by the fequel. 755 
The word Aaxono, though in very frequent uſe, is only $5 


tranſlated Deacon in two places in the New Teſtament; once in 
1 Tim. iii, where the word is carried through the chapter ; 


| and in Paul's dedicatory addreſs to the Philippian Church, bu: 


never once mentioned in Acts vi. which is generally ſuppoſed to 
contain an account of the firſt creation of that order of Church 
officers. But if we look into circumſtances as they then ex- 
iſted, they were certainly widely different from what are now 
before us. Then they had all things common; and at their 
feaſts of love, they lived together as in a common hall; the 
times of perſecution then directing them to the temporary de- 
dication of their property, that they might live n die to- 
gether as ſufferers in the ſame cauſe. E | 
Na I conceive theſe feven Stewards were —— lugt | 
to take care of thoſe .concegns, under ſuch circumſtances as then 
exiſted ; and Jeruſalem ſeemed to be the principal place of their 
deſignation, as we do not hear of the like officers being Ws | 
Pointed to other Chriſtian congregations. _. 
Nevertheleſs it is moſt fully admitted officers like theſe will 
: ever be needed in every Chriſtian community, though the caſes 
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Ji. 17. Thus again Chriſt ſpeaks 


cu) 


5 te been given uptoan old apottalic injundihn, to 


a meaſure new revived, © Exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to-day.” We have had a mul- 
, titude 7 


may be diſſimilar to the above, and naturally, as with them, 


theſe will be referred to the people's choice. 
Nou / I really conceive, ſtrange as it may apppear ! that the mif: 


takes reſpecting this office, among the Diſſenters and athers, aroſe 


from a Popiſh original; that communion being ever fond of gar- 
niſhing their church by a multiplicity of officers, and pretended 
myſtical ideas, adopted, in their vulgate Latin tranſlation, ab- 
ſtruſe expreſſions, only calculated to miſlead. ' Hence the word 
waganhuſbe, muſt be by them tranſlated Paracletus, ſo they have 


rendered it in Eogliſh Paraclete, in our tranſlation, the Com- 


forter. So by the ſame Popiſh tranſlators, only in the two in- 
ſtances quoted above, we are treated with the barbarous word 
Deacon, and our language knows nothing of the character, but 
as received from them; the plain ſimple meaning of the expreſ · 
fion being only miniſter or ſervant. Let the tranſlation then 


be yndrefſed, and we ſhall loſe our officer. Both for Biſhops- 
and Deacons we have nothing, but overſeers, and minifters or 


eee e 


creation. 

'To illuſtrate this: how: edwin would it have wund. 
ed, had it been tranſlated Chriſt was made a Deacon of the cir- 
cumciſion, there tranſlated miniſter, Rom. xv. 8. And Rill 


more ſo, is Chriſt the Deacon of fin? There alſo miniſter, Gal, 


is worſhippers, ©* Where 


I m, there ſhall my Deacons be:“ there rendered ſervants, 
John xii, 26, St. Paul, ſpeaking of civil magiſtrates, ſays, ** He 
u the Dogcon of God to thee for good,” Rom. xiii. 4. People 
little think that the Lord Mayor of London is a Deacon or rather = 


- 


titude 3 3 among 1 a 4 


talk politics, and cabal againſt government; but for 


exhortation and prayer. By this primitive mods 
W e e n gy valuable Mi- 
rigs niſters 


an Arb lac. F pe Phoebe, «a 13 of the Cry 
ſhould, to haye kept up this tranſlation, been called 4 

Deacon of the Church; and, if one word be better than an- 
other, ſhe well deſerved it. But it would have been a curious 
| ſounding tranſlation indeed, had it been rendered, 66 Who then 
is Paul, or who is Apollos, but Deacons, by whom ye believed?” 
| properly called Miniſters, 1 Cor. iii, 8. Similar to, this, 
4 Whereof # Paul, am made a Deacon,” that is, Miniſter, Col, 
i. 23. and again, v. 26. &s And ſo Timothy, the Grecian 
Biſhop, is alſo called a Deacon. „ de If thou put the brethren i in 
mind of theſe things, thou ſhalt be called a good Deacon of Je- 
ſus Chriſt,” better tranſlated Miniſter, See alſo 1 Theſſ. iii. 2, 
So alſo, had our tranflators gone through with the coinage, and 
rendered the verb Suan, to deaconige, they would have been 
nearly as prepoſterous: ſor then it would have ran, “ Peter's 
wife's mother having, been healed of her fever, aroſe and dea 
conized unto them,“ Matt. viii. 15. $0 it is ſaid, “ Our conver - 


ſation is to be always to the uſe of edifying, that it may deacon- 


ixe grace to the hearers,” Eph. iv. 29. Thewomen who miniſ- 
tered to our poor Saviour of their ſubſtance, that we through 
his poverty might be made rich, are ſaid to have deaconized. any” 
him, inſtead of adminiſtered. And again, © The Son of man 
tame not to be deaconixed unto, but to deacmize,”” Matt, xx, 18. 

And as a further proof of the clumſy effects of this aukward,” 


unmeaning, new invented word, even the damned themſelves” 
are repreſented as ſaying, 4 Lord when we ſaw" thee fick, &c, 
and did not deaconize unto thee ?'” Matt. xxvii. 55. And to finiſh 


m criticiſms on this ſubject, Judas was a Deacon ;/ unleſs it can. 
be proved that the perſon who does the office is not the officer: 
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0 liens have been raiſed up. Some from the doo; 
| ethers from the navy. We bleſs God for the names 
of a Captain Scott, and a Captain Joſs ; for Captains 
may have tongues, and brains, and grace, as well 


or thus ſtands the original word, He was numbered with un, 
and obtained a part of this deacon/hip,” Alana, more pro- 
perly Miniſtry. And yet this diaconal office was the apoſtolic 
office, Acts i. 25. brings this to a point: © that he,“ the elected 
perſon, Matthias, may take this miniſtry, deaconſhip, and 
_ dpoſtieſhip, from which Judas by tranſgreſſion fell.” + 
One blunder frequently involves another, Our tranſlators 4 5 
che Bible being moſtly High Churchmen, ſuppoſing chat Epiſco- 
pacy wufl be founded upon the apoſtolic office, are pleaſed to 
confer on this apoſtolic deaconſhip of Judas, the title of a 
biſhoprick,* Ads i. 20. An unfortunate hit—for we hear of 
no other biſhoprick beſides this ſolitary one — ſhall I ſay 
it—belonging to the Right Rev. Father in God Judas Iſca- 
riot. Tricks upon words are tricks too common, and mere 
miſtaken ſounds miſlead their thouſands, Deacons, therefore, 
with ſome are ſuppoſed to be new eſtabliſhed officers from the 
New Teſtsment, though with moſt of them ſcarce a ſemblance 
of the original charader can be traced. Why,” ſaid once a 


No reflection either on the office or the titles of the Biſhop.is de- 


ſigned by the above expreſſion. But in a Church too much interwoven 
with the State, it is not improbable if a Judas was found "Among 


the pureſt diſciples of our Lord, ſuch ſhould appear in theſe later ages 


of the Church. From the very bottom of my ſoul, I wiſh that every 
' individua] among our preſent Right Reverends, and ſome of them I 
much reſpe&, may be ſuch as can teſtify how far they have experienced 
that bleſſed growth of grace in their own ſouls, as to have rendered 
them from being © babes in Chriſt, to be Fathers in God,” 1 John ij. 

13. And that they may © by labours more abundant,” ( having the 
ure of all the Churches, give the fulleſt proof how well they further 
deſerve the title they ſuſtain of Fathers in God, by thouſands and tens of 
thouſands of 3 children ng op * their apoſtolie 


7s), 0 
* 
5 # 


ors. And men of inferior ranks i in the ſame 
wap if not ſuperior, have been equal to them in a 


wiſe conduct, a holy walk, and extended uſefulneſs ; 
in the miniſtry of the word. Some I could men- 


tion, eminent in trade, not leſs eminent in the 
miniſtry of the word ; perhaps the more uſeful, as 
having an influence over their dependents. And 
though theſe were neither. choſen by the people, 


grave Independent, « do you not organize your Church ac · 


cording to the preſcript rule of the word of God? ”— I truſt 


we have,” —. % Where then are your Deacon. We have 
them j in plenty; and they readily come forward in this office to 
miniſter according to the primitive deſign.” —* Why then do 
you not call them Deacons *— Becauſe I do not chooſe to miſ· 
lead the underſlandings of others, to ſet off the proud fancies of 
certain organized Churches, by adopting a barbarous tranſlation 
uſed but twice, probably out of forty times, and conſequently cal. 
culated only to miſlead. Asa proof of this, only look at ſuch as - 
are in general now called Deacons ; and let it be aſked, if 
they are any more like the miniſters 'or ſervants of the primi- 
tive Church, than the ſpiritual lumber of too many of our ca» 
thedral and collegiate churches are to, be compared to the pure 
and holy preachers of the word of life a6 as ages of Chrif- 
W 55 

Leet the language be changed into that „lieb is literally ſcrip- * 
tural, according to the plain ſenſe of the Bible, by adopting the 


words Servant, or Miniſer, inſtead of ſubmitting to the Popiſh 


trick played off upon the Diſſenters, and others, by the term 


f 


Deacon; then, inſtead of the Minifer and his Deacons, it becomes | 


the Minifer and his Servants, or his Minifers, juſt the ſame name + 
with his own, And it is well, if he does not loſe ſomething of 
the importance of his office - character by the bargain. Such are 


the charms which belong to words, and ſuch are the bel/hvether 
W "AY 
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ne s their will, yet Ms - 


ordination from the general conſent of the Chureh 
of God in thoſe parts, and proved excellently uſcful 


in their day and generation. Others alfo ſhall 1 
mention? Stone - maſons, butchers, weavers, taylors, 


ſhopkeepers, and ſhoemakers, and a certain tinker 
who lived a century and a half ago*, all of whom 


gave ſufficient evidence that grace, good ſenſe, 


and a ſound knowledge of the word, of God, 


may ſo far poſſeſs the minds of plain mecha- 
nics, as to render them abundantly uſeful, at leaſt 
among thoſe of their own ſphere, if not of equal 


abilities to attack the proud ones, among. the more 
learned of the day. Though they came not. © with 
excelleney of ſpecch,F and of wiſdom,” and though 


their ““ fpeech and their prevennug was not with 


the enticing words of man's wiſdom,” yet it came 


to the hearts of the people. *in demonſtration of 


boa moſt and of Res: 


Nor ao I katy that there was any harm Aon. 
to the cauſe of religion, when the proud Scribes 


5 * The Right ſev, Biſhop Bunyan, 5 7. was quite the apoſtle of 


Cambridgeſhire, and Bedfordſhire, and though a Baptiſt, ad- 


mitted al] to communion with him whom, he ee to be ” 
children of God, 


+ Even Paul bioiſelf, wick all his ability, a this 
tle of preaching for this important reaſon, © leſt their faith 
ſhould, ſtand in the wiſdom of n. as nas is the pope of 


* 


4 A 
4% At 
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and Phariſces Atme that Pef& aud: John, % 
fiſhermen rang trade, were unlearned aud igno- 
rant* men,” When at the ſame time they acted in 
ſuch a manner that their very enemies were con- 
nen pO ra 185 Ry a UBER hes 5 


: * 
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5 be exemplified by clita kh of 
a thouſand. A certain farmer, one well known 
to me, not like John Bunyan in one reſpect; for 
John, before converſion, was proverbially wicke li 
and profane; but the farmer was always moral, yet 
ignorant of the Goſpel. By reading ſome of the 
ſermons of the late Mr. Romaine, he was called to 
the knowledge of the truth. The farmer: was a 
man of good ſenſe and great integrity z and he 
now conceived his domeſtics ſhould not live with 
out family worſhip. In his kitchen, the Bible was 
always as mueh in fight as the bacon-rack;; and 
when be read the Bible to them, be could not but 
expreſs the fimple feelings of his heart. He weptz 
and they wept in concert. And in prayer he found 
be was not wanting in + the pan el grace and of 


-# Aypduparor * Aura, unlettered, and even ideots; or * 
born, ruſtics. The ſame accuſation the proud ones of Corinth 
urged againſt Paul himſelf, They ſaid: bis ſpeech was con- 
teimptible,—o avyoo rhovbrmpuryocy, good for nothing. Paul and 
his aſſociates are further accuſed, like | Peter, as being . 
re dre, home- __ in Oi : 

ſupplica- 


ſuppliecat ions. Thus being enabled to tell his! 

wants before his family, they began 8840 
their wants alſo. This anſwered the end. The 
| family-was filled with ſurpriae, and they ſurprined 
their neighbours, who ſtole in to partake of this 
worſhip. The modeſt farmer reſiſted the call. He 
bed a gracious ſiſter, who charged him not to fight 
againſt God, | for that others, beſides his own fa- 


mily, were. benefited by their attendance.” The 


farmer ſubmitted ; yet he was no enthuſiaſt, 'but 
a ſolid, pious thinking man, and had a good know-. 
ledge of his Bible; and no man of good ſenſe, 
though he has neither Greek, Latin, nor logic, will 
ever talk nonſenſe. Thus he commenced a preacher, 


and was wonderfully blefſed ; quite the apoſtle; = 


the reformer of the neighbourhood. The generous - 
public ſpeedily accommodated the farmer with a 

convenient place of worſhip, in a town in which 
te Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhment was the only Mi- 
niſter, and he a glutton and drunkard in the ex- | 
treme. The farmer was ſolemnly ordained to the 

paſtoral, or epiſcopal charge if you will, and the 


ceoommunion among them was very ſeriouſly and 


e y attended. 


15 Wales cee this kind have been re- 
5 markably common, by a variety of the ſame ſort of 
inſtruments; a Py rude and uncultivated haye 

| been 


0 101 . ly: 
been — las civilized ; Bn ont W 
og NW *” in 1 N 

Now 1 vunbiy conceive | Juſt i in this way G 


| "raiſed his Miniſters in primitive times, that ay 
one who had an ability might uſe it for the m- 


ſtruction of others. The office mentioned i in the 


ſixth of the Acts was quite remote from that of a 


poral concerns, to take care of the monies of thoſe 
who had fold their poſſeſſions, and to ſerve the 
tables while living together in common balls, 
that the Preachers, or Apoſtles, might be more 
at liberty, apd yet two of them were preaching 

ſtewards. T I believe alſo with the Church of 


„ *I orefent the reader with an 1 Fae Fee 2 

| Pailey, : After men became Chriſtians, much of their time 

vs ſpent in prayer and devotion, in religious meetings, in cele- 

| brating the euchariſt, in conferences, in exhortations, in preach- 

ing, in affectionate intercourſe. with one another, and corref, - 

pondence with other ſocieties. Perhaps their mode of life in its 

form ang habit was not unlike the Unitas Fratrum, or of modern 
- Methodiſts,” ——Pailey's Evidences, vol. i. p. 3?. ER 

So that Archdeacon Pailey ſuppoſes the Methodiſts and Unit- 

ed Brethren or Moravians, are now acting among nominal 


preacher ; for they were appointed merely for tem- 


Chriſtians, as the primitive Church acted among real heathens, 


We thank him for the obſervation. He has put us in good com- . 
pany. It is to be hoped, after ſuch ate we 71 not be 
"a called modern enthuſiaſts, 8 
F Stephen was well known to be one of thoſe preaching Ste- 
Wards, and Philip was the Apoſtle of Samaria; nor do we fing 
that the Apoſtles were angry that another of the Stewards ſhould /' 


Sen unn en Elder . . be- 


though probably when they met in mutual com- 
munion they were among the number of thoſe 


who *exhborted each other,” but nothing further. 


Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of 


double honour, G ECIALIr they who labour in the 
word and doctrine. Now notwithſtanding the diſ- 


torted attempts to prove ſrom this text that all in- 
ſtead of ſome of them only were Preachers, I hardly 


think any one will ſay there were as many Paſtors 


or Preachers as Elders, eſpecially as mentioned i io 
* Epbeſian or e a; n;td "4 


Elders ora PEPIN 
of Jews, Gentiles, or Chriſtians, and only relates 
to ſeniority of age or influence ; hence John and 
Peter are called Elders, though Apoſtles. I can- 
not find therefore that Elders ex-officio were ne- 


oeflarily Preachers; though I believe many of them 
did preach. And I am much more confirined in 


my opinion by the advice given to theſe Elders or 
5 8 there tranſlated Biſhops, by Paul, in his 


* 


8 9 ee 


run about as an Itinerant Preacher: but, « on the 9 they 
at Jeruſalem ſent Peter and John to help him in the work. 
' * Same good people who met in the North, rigid for Indepen- 
dency, thought they had proved that all Elders were Tron 

by aſking if all Preachers were not Elders; the firſt prapoſition 


being granted, it was ſuppoſed the other would follow in 
courſe, It is juſt as readily granted, that all Kings are men, but 


Grſt 


-. a 


Grit Epifile to Timothy, chap. iij. the ako hs 
ſign of which ſeems. much mare calculated to de- 
lineate a character civil and domeſtic, than that of 
the Miviſter gf the word. Out of the ſixteen 
rules there laid. down, not one expr $ 
look excluſively towards the. Miniſtry, but-that fin». 
ple word © apt to teach.” And it ſounds as odd 
to me, that men in the miniſterial character ſhould 
be adviſed by Paul in thoſe days not to be drunk- 
ards, boxers, and brawlers ; as it would be in theſe, - 
if any aged Miniſter ſhould adyiſe his junior 
| brethren in the Miniſtry not to be Jockies, Merry 
Andrews, or ahi on Fs ply * 


| a » Having 8 * e Rester a hs note upon the * 
of Deacon, I ſhall add ſome further obſervations on that of 


F..45 3 


the Elaer. Theſe officers are no where mentioned as being alone 


or ſingle, but always as being many in every congregation, , 


| And they are evidently faid to be over/cers, rulers, leaders. They 


are alſo mentioned ſeparately from the brethren, Their office 


more than once is deſcribed as being diſtin from that of preach- ; 


ing, vot only in Rom. xii. where he that ruleth is expreſsly dif- 
tinguiſhed from him that exhorteth or teacheth, but alſo in that 


paſſage, before quoted, 1 Tim. v. 17. I believe, therefore, their 


 . office was to manage the internal matters of the Church, though 
rey were ſtill left at perfect liberty to labour in the word and doc- 
trine z that the Apaſtles and Evangeliſts might go about preachi 
very where, * that men ſhould repent ;” for, Iconfeſs, 1 
hing in the Neu Teſtament which conyeys the idea of a ſettled 


— _ Miniſter over a ſeparate congregation. , I believe the primitive. 


Preachers were almoſt, if not altogether, itinerants. They were 
Much influenced by the recent conduct of their Lord and Maſter, ' 


| who 


* 5 


| 


' n 


1 "IR thisground will be confidered as new;but 
1 I reqb@the reader to take his Bible and ſeriouſly 
peruſe the chapter, and aſk whether the advice given 


who went LIN preaching throughout the cities and villages of 


Judea, the Goſpel of his Kingdom, while he had not himſelf a an 


ee on lay his head. 


Now, under ſuch a diſprnfarios, Us _ of Senier,. Elder, 

| or Superintendant, was natural. Ang I was aſtoniſhed recently on 
reading Dr.Owen on Church Government, that he, though quot- , 
ed as the grand apologiſt for the Independent Government, fully x 
admits and ſtrongly inſiſts on the office of Elder as above men- 


tioned, while he equally coptends for that disjointed and uncon- 
nected government ven renders ſuch congregations, erlag ig 


dependent. 


Now, I believe, upon a ee review of the whole mat- 


ter, it may be ſaid to lie thus before us.— The Churches, in 


regard to their own internal diſcipline, were in a meaſure con · 
| 4 ſo even Dr. Owen calls it, though he talks as firong- 
y 


as a Preſbyterian about Ruling Elders, ſuppoſing | the Mini- 


ſter, from his office, to be one of that body. "But theſe ſeparate 
| companies, if it may be ſo illuſtrated, while managing their oπ¹ n 


private concerns, were members of one and the ſame city, unit- 


ing and connectiog themſelves into one body ; and that every 


Member or Miniſter of any Chriſtian Community was at home 
wherever he went. Suppoſing this to be the caſe, the A les 
and Evangeliſts, being engaged as Itinerants, the need f ſuch 
Elders and other ſervants is naturally accounted for. ' 


And though much has been ſaid about ſuch officers, as Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts, being now extinct, I have already obſerved, 

if their office exiſt not, the ſpirit and deſign of ſuch offices 
| pever can be extinQ, whilethe Goſpel i is 6 to be preachedto eve 2 


freature, even to tbe end of the world. 1 


rancy, y (ne Fe 42 is the A and natural reſult. 


Aug | 


Notwithſtanding what I have advanced reſpecting peine 


6 165. FE 

to thoſe overſeers and ſervants, called Deacons, 
whom I conceive to be nothing but the ſubordinate, 

characters belonging to the ſame office; is not ſair 
ly deſcriptive of what much more becomes the be- 
haviour of thoſe who are entruſted with the outward 
management of the affairs of the Church, than with 
the public Preachers of the word of life. . ' 
And while I liave repeatedly pleaded for the people's choice on 


| theſe occaſions, declaring myſelf only a diſſentient reſpecting that 
choice conſtituting the Miniſter, yet I requeſt, my Northern 


Brethren to remember, that ſuch an election is no where expreſſ- | 


ly revealed, and that every new revival of the work of God is 
ever promoted by a revival of the ſpirit of Itinerancy. Great 
caution, therefore, from the ſilence of Scripture, not only mays 
but ſhould be uſed, for a variety of reaſons, as far as their influs 
ence can poiſibly extend. 

| Firſt, let the people, at all events, be matured to know the Paſtor 


they really need, and who he ouglit to be, and then let all due de- 


ference be given to their choice; but to give a ſet of faw diſci- 
ples, the mere offspring of the day, perhaps the haſty product of 
a few animated ſermons, an idea that they have a right to chuſę 
and make their own Miniſters, is very injudicious. This ever muſt 
be productive, as it has been in many caſes, of the moſt extended 
evils; every encouragement being given them thereby, * after 


their own luſts to heap to themſelves teachers having itching ears,” 


and perhaps the moſt loquacious upſtart is to be, the man. All 
this is jult as abſurd as to ſuppoſe that a ſet of new recruits are 
immediately competent to nominate their own general, or a ſet 
of were ſchool· boys to appoint their own maſter. At leaſt then 
let them wait till they have ſufficient grace and ſtability to chuſe 

| that pure and holy man who fill wiſhes, notwithſtanding bis 
| ral charge, to do the work of an Evangeliſt, and their choice 


may boa credit to themſelves, and a bleſſing to the Church at large. 
X 3 | I Know 7 


. 


— 


* . 
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Ion alſo, that this view of matters will con- 
ſiderably leſſen the idea of minifterial importance, 
when the Preacher is found promiſcuouſly among 
all ſorts of characters. Nor ſhall I regret the conſe- 
_ quence. - Much miſchief is daily done by the falſe 
gloſs put upon the Miniſtry by moſt of our conſe- 
quential manufacturers for this trude, and God's 

own method of ſending forth his labourers is J. 
thereby eee, APA "0 


8 


15 Fe however, will ſay, that wel anboanded 
liberty will give ſcope to unbounded licentiouſneſs. 
I anſwer it is no argument againſt the uſe of any 

ching, that it is liable to abuſe.” But the obſer= 

vation is entirely unjuſt. For while it is admitted 


that ſome ignorant, . worthleſs enthuſiaſts, will | 


make the cauſe of religion the pretext of their 
mercenary and wild defigns; yet review our 
Univerſities, and too many of our faſhionable 
diſſenting Academics. Can any thing equal the ig- 
norance and inattention of ſome, the wickedneſs 


and atrocity of conduct "exemplified by others, 


who are ſent to theſe places that they may make a 
mere trade of the Church? and inſtead of ſuppoſing | 


 , that ſuch can be Chriſtian Miniſters, or the ſup- 
' Porters of Chriſtianity, is it not next to a miracle 


: 8525 the bad vas of ſuch Miniſters have 1 4 
ſince” 


We may next A beste wi much leſs x Habſe 4 to 
(diſs is this liberty allowed by the word of God. 
They who take up religion as a matter of choice, 
gre much more likely to be ſincere, than others who 
take it up as a matter of mere. profeſſion. . Such, 
therefore, as preſume to ſerve them, are ſure to 
be more narrowly watched, and are leſs under the 


temptation to mercetiary defigns. If any ariſe of _ 


a bad deſcription, immediately as they prove them- 
ſelves to be ſuch, they are in courſe neglected, and 
fink into their native obſcurity and contempt, 


payment he receives. But, on the other hand, by 
the allowance and promotion of this liberty, many 


while many a baſe hypocrite is kept in office by the 


fair fine characters have ariſen, though not bred | 


to the profeſſion, who yet have maintained a very 


honourable ſtation in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. : 


By their, private fortunes or ſecular employments, 
they have manifeſted a noblediſintereſtedneſs of ſpi- 

rit, and given full evidence that while ſome can fol- 
low religion as a trade for themſelves, there are. 


others, though preaching tradeſmen, who make no 


trade of preaching; and fully prove they have no- ; 
thing in view but the glory of God in preaching the 
"M __ of our falvation to a ruined Nord, 


4% w : 


— 


nothing but a 11 


4 158 3 
I» ve then argue ſors. henos- n the ' 


very exiſtence of our Univerſities and A 
mies, as being uſeleſs and dangerous? Not a $4 
ter have I hitherto dropt againſt human learning 


: in itſelf conſidered ; and conſequently not againſt 
W en In point of 


jp outward 


+ * Þ have only hinted chit a Na A of iffce 
being properly conſidered, have rendered their honours ſo very _ 


attainable, that, thereby, they may damage the ſale of the com- 
modity, and then they muſt reduce them perhaps to balf. price, 


c eſpecially as the times grow hard, 


Some years ago I received a letter from America, evidently | 


written by a poor profeſſional gentleman, being by occupa- - 


tion, a trader in Divinity, or, as ſome more clegantly call it, the 


Science of Theology i lamenting that, though he hoped by divine au- 


therity he was called to the Miniſtry, yet for want of a little ba- 
man authority he cquld ſcarce make both ends meet, 

Ne requeſled mb therefore, that I would petition the board of 
Diſſenters in Lonion on his behalf, to ſend him over ſome hu- 
man authority, to ligip' him out in his buſineſs—a manfacturer 


in the Science of Thholgy—Notwithſtanding boards and benches 


are hard things to deal with, I attempted the arduous taſk, and : 
regaled my fancy For half an hour in framing a letter to a re- 
ſpectable friend who was ſomewhat connected with that board. 
With all due deference, I lamented that a poor Miaiſter, with 
lgdivine authority, ſhould be obliged to ſend quite 
acroſs the Atlantic for the additional aſſiſtance of buman authority, 
I therefore humbly adviſed, that our human authority gentlemen 
would compaſſionate the caſe of our brethren in America ; and 


mat they would beſo kind, from the plenitude of their power to 


conſtitute another board of the ſame ſort on *. part of ne 


© 159 * 28 
dutward oivilization, I ſtrongly lead for their 6x | 
ence; and while, in a religious point of Nen 4 
lament their perverſion from the purity and „ 
plicity of the Goſpel, by making men of no religion 
to act a religious part by mere human rules and 
devices, their doors might ſtill be opened to ſack 
as had given full evidence of their ſpirituality and 
fitneſs for the work. Without a principle and 
foundation, in vain do we give even a ſound ortho- 
dox creed in charge to the judgment, and in 
vain do we teach the ſtudent to parcel out his 
text according to certain cramped rules of logical 
diſcuſſion; and in vain may the long and tireſome 
taſk be committed to memory, that he may ce 
the anditory as an extempore preacher ; bis work 
will not only be miſerable and irkſome to himſelf, 
but his miniſtry alſo be "_ and flat to the un 
a dene | _ „ I 


7 F — 
* * 


8 Babe calling it the pate Pe But had 1 th 


| commodity is ſo eafily to be obtained from us at home, 1 think I 


ſhould ſcarce haye preferred my peqtion for doch an ſtablills. ; 
ment abroad. 


what eaſe, and freedom, and good nature, the ſame 14 5 


»The beſt of our Diſtenting Academiĩes in Englendallow FI >, 2 


miſſion to none who have not firſt proved that they have de 
a gifts and grace for the work; and when this is aſcertain 
ſend them about to preach in the villages, 4 1 as is conſiſtent 
with gtentjon to * ee 9 


— 
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Not that we are ſrom one extreme to an 
„ber, and to ſuppoſe we are pot to make the 
word of God in general, and the ſubject of each 
ſemon in particular, the matter oſ our deep modi- 
tation and ; but let us borrow from inan as 
much n ve may, without this holy, and I may 
_ Gay natural, aptitude to teach, it were unnatural 
to expect any ſuch-exertions as will direct them to 
de inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” and to 
| ſen and be N for Jeſus * mn - s 


T ates arc FROG natuirdl reſult of FRA ins. 
ep men for the Miniſtry. Many may be educated 
to a belief of the doctrines of Grace, without 
being converted to God by the grace, of thoſe 
doArines. Tbeſe undergo a ſort of a pſeudo ſpiri- 
tua manuſactory. They are taught to make 
prayers and ſermons according to.what is called 
an orthodox plan, while the ſpirit and temper 


of the man renders him a dead weight upon the 


cauſe. From a want of ſpirituality in himſelf, be 
overlooks the ſame want in others. Hence the 
complaint which too generally, and I fear too juſtly, 
_ prevails, of conformity to the world among pro- 
ſelſors of religion. They can attend the afſembly, 


the card- table, and even that complete ſynagogue 5 


of Ow; the play-houſe itſelf, as all being conſiſt- 
ent 


ent with FI of ſuite: neuer „ 
an eaſy way of reading theſe texts of Soripture, Be 
not conformed to this world, but benen 2 , 
ed by the renewing of your minds,” © Loye nt 
the world, not the things that are in the world? 
And again, © Come out from among them and be © 
ye ſeparate, and touch not the unclean thing, and 

I vill receive you; and many other paſſages which 
might he quoted. Thus the truths of God are 
diſgraced by the lax conduct of proſeſſors, and is 
doctrines of the Goſpel are thereby brought into 
Giftepute, f 8 „ 


4 


Another evil 1 alſo 0 ariſes hot this 1 5 
method of education. It greatly cramps and 
fetters even good and ſpiritual men in their uſeful- 

neſs in the Miniſtry. When every ſermon is, in a 
meaſure, to be precompoſed, and then committed 
to memory, it muſt prove a conſiderable taſk to the 
burdened mind. Not only is all the warmth and 
animation of extempore ſpeaking annihilated, but 
it is rendered too much a matter of labour to be 

often repeated. Now, if the Miniſter, after having 4 
duly confidered the leading truths of his text, | 
would but venture, under the Divine bleſſing, to \ 

'Y enforce the ſubject from the natural ability which _ NY 

God may have given him, he would find his heart 
animated by the ſubject, and preaching would ſoon #42 ; 
be his DAILY delight. | 
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m the Seottiſh Enabliſhment indeed, th oh 
the Miniſter be the moſt lively and zealous; and 


however miſerable and ignorant bis neighbours | 
may bs, yet ſhould he venture out of the precincts 
ol his pariſh, unleſs by the invitation of the Mi- 


niſter of that pariſh, whoſe diſtrict he preſumes to 


_ Invade, the General Aſſembly would ſoon correct 
wum toy the eocentrieity of his zeal, and cloſely 


elip the wings of ſuch a tod bird, till they had 
made him as rame and as mriderate as themſelves.“ 
Thus he flands with his hams tied behind him, 


without the leaſt proſpect of releaſe, fo long as he 5 


chuſes to continue obedient to the rules of their 


Church. But the ſituation of the Seceders in this 


reſpect is entirely different. They may preach 


when, where, and as often as they pleaſe : and 1 74 
really was ſtruck with ſurpriſe that theſe good men 


bad not been more in the habit of making better 


fe of their liderty. num IO. bare ' ; 


Aſt rn them? or is it that the ike fort of equ. 
cation and method of preaching renders it a taſk 


"4 he Dianons of: the Engliſh Church: ph W 
againft a ſimilar conduct; theſe, however, were never ſanctioned 
by legiſlative authority. 1 bleſs God I have tranſgreſſed them 


a thouſund times. They were the mere hu of the High- prieſts 


of the day; but in Scotland the ſting of prieſtly vengeauce is 

added year by year from the * powers of their General 

E d | 5 5 
| too 


too difficult, to * 1 ref 8 
attempts, however, I am inſorwed, have recently. 
been made, not only by the Relief Church, but 
by other bodies of Seceders alſo, for the, further ; 
ſpread of Goſpel knowledge, They have all work  _<_ 
enough before them, and the cauſe is glorious. — | 4 
How much better that all lovers of divine. inthe > 
ſhould contend earneſtly for © the faith once deli- 
vered to the ſaints,” than to contend againſt cach 
other about forms fl modes, which all acknow- 
gens in nowiſe e { * | 4 ation: 
$11 
' Aſter this ne review of the ſtate of _ 
inthe North; if places of worſhip. be till Wr 
and the means of ſalyntion be not equal to the ne- 
ceſlities of the people, would it not be à bleſſing. 
to the country at large, if ſome | ſhould enert 
themſelves to promote what others ſtill neglect?ꝰ 
If, in Edinburgh, for inſtance, where there are 
＋ 1 to be. eighty thouſand, ſouls, excluſive - 
5 he inhabitants of Leith, and where there 
is — room in all the different places of worthip, 
5 where the Goſpel is preached, to hold above one 
quarter of the inhabitants“ were they inclined to 
* I had this information indirely from two worthy Goſpel 
Minifters of the'Scottiſh Eſtabliſhment, they computed at pre- 
| ſent, room for twenty-four thouſand. I next conſulted others 
who I conceived, might give a partial eſtimate on the other 


beter the queſtion, and they oppoſed er Uhse of the bel and 
d# 5 


it embrace all who love the Lord Jeſus, and be 
bow centre of union. —_y them at e 75 


and let e ſhe 4 the name. Let her 
pulpit be open to all Miniſters who e and love 
the Goſpel, and her communion r waits a 

"al who love the a! veſus in A © | 


ä | mould bs bullet, what ſhould be its derne Let 
6 


| | en one lbs desde however, Sl all 
1 others, a place like this ſeems u wanting. | 


balf-Gypeller 1s not n more "than eighteen thouſand was the number, 
1 haye, therefore, taken the average. 
T Should it be aſked, if Lady Glenorchy's Chapel was not 
built on this liberal plan? it is anſwered, ' Yes; And had the 
| . | worthy Foundreſs not given her Chapel over in marriage t0,the 
C a _  * Kirk, ſhe, might have continued to have, received her former 
__ friends, for whom the was originally deſigned. But, through | 
1 this miſtake, I, with others, ſtand among the excluded from the 
| © 5 | | Chapel of one who was  viſtant at my'bouſs, und 1 pg 
© acquaintance of all my family. | | _ | 
Hoy ſtrange the government of that Chapel whos Nays 
enn ſteel themſelves againſt the known will of the builder, and 
1 & grolsly pervert it from i its original deſign, as a place of wor- 
up open for all who love and preach the glad tidings of "ul. 
+; Bleſſed be God, though the hard hand of . 
. 4 in Scotland, yet the people in general abhor the evil, and 
inſiſt upon the liberty of thinking for themſelves. 5 humbiy | 
_- truſt, from the affectionate attention of the 1 people, x day of 
1 „ grace and glory is at hand. | 
C | „„ 5 Almoſt 


and eee become 4 mne as to 
render the attendance: of the poor next to im 
poſſible. Let her gates, therefore, be wide open | 
for their moſt free eren, For, be it ever 
remembered, 2 A805 receive the Goſpel f. 


when we exclude the perſons of the poor. Thou- 
ſands of theſ are periſhing for lack of knows 
| ledge, even in Edinburgh. Here they will doubtleſs 
be glad to meet, as on common ground. While 
they find the doors fo liberally opened to receive 
them, they will be much prejudiced in favour of the 
Goſpel which they hear. The deſpiſers of the poor. 
are the deſpiſers of the Lord. I would allot, there» 
fore, at leaſt half the area of this Church to them, 
that they may attend it with as much freedom ag 
they attend a e ee. | Like: the Gard 
Th Jet, 252 be its bei, 

Bus it wuſt bew 5 4 4 
anne gh Toſi: W mw 05 ee 


, * „ eee , 
47 1 think: among other things, that keen vere an | 
Apoſtalic invention: = 


+ So ſhould the word be tranſlated, ves poor have the Goſpel 5 i 


preached unto them; but among the pdliter . Divines of the day, 
nothing is ſo diſgraceful as Popularity. The ſureſt evidence of 
their ſort of good preaching i is, when next to nobody will come 


to hear it—none of the poor, and very few among the rich. 
among 


e e. — — again in every minuten 5 
of Church Government the ſame part, though eir- 
eumſtances may very widely differ in themſelves, 
I moſt readily grant they ſhould be taken as our 
general model ſo ſar as preſent exiſting circum- 
flances may adinit,' but I canggt ſuppoſe what 
then was done muſt again be done. Iould not, 
ſor inſtance, adviſe the e the Union 
Church to have all things common, though it is 
as poſitively aſſerted that the ae Chriſtians 
had all things common, as that the Apoſtles 

would not ſuppoſe they muſt dine in one common 
hall, becauſe the Churches in thoſe days lived to- 
gether at their ſeaſis of love; or would I. en 
ſuppoſe it would now be neceſ 


eee 


practice, where climate and other cireumſtances 
rendered ſuch an act neceſſary for the purpoſes of 
mutual friendſhip and hoſpitality. Neither would 


neſt of a pig-tail, or the periwig of a Counſellor, 
becapſe the Apoſile tells us it is a ſhame for a man 
io haye long hair“ p that is to affect _ N 


85 TT! tld AAS 

who were determined tu adopt every punctilio of primitive Chriſ- 

|  - tianity, and conſequently entered into a ſerious diſcuſſion, on the 
Ts Wh tradi, 7 


* 


dub of Me day, 1 would; Be Wed * 
mind of all guides but the word of God, and 
the ſimple and artleſs conduct of the firſt wa 


ſengers uh our Lord, . 


It de; appears, 1 have already ax 5 
that the Churches of old were in a connected 
ſtate When any diſpute aroſe in the different 
Churches, theſe conſulted the general body, and ac» 
cording to their deciſion ſo they acted. If this had 
not been their conduct the infant ſocieties had ſoon 
been diſunited +, and their firength had naturally 
evaporated by divifion, Should, therefore, the 
Union Church be commanded to © lengthen her, 


fin of pig-tails and e, which laſted for em hours, cl | 
the diſputants had nearly gone to loggerheads, and gave ſuffici- 
ent proof that they were not ſo well acquainted with the ſpirit of 
primitive Chriſtianity as they conceived themſelves to be. 
»The Epiſcopalians, the Reformed, and the Lutherans, in 
Germany; the Moravians, the Quakers, the Arminian Metho- 
diſts, andall denominations of Preſbyterians, have, in my humble 
opinion, ſhewn tkeir wiſdom in keeping up a connected govern- - 
ment among themſelves, and I have often grieved that the Cal · 
viniſtic Methodiſts,” ſo called, never united 1 into a 
body of ſimilar deſcription. 1 5 
FI believe it has been obſerved, that this ad ſought - 
for in ſubordination to Apoſtolic authority alone, which has 
fince ceaſed, but Elders and Brethren of different cities are as 
much mentioned as the G from e n en 
e in the . N 


, cont | 


Churches be raiſed which mi icht wiſh a/connexion © 
with ber, what ſhould be the fimple N of 3 | 


connected tr e ? 


- Firſt, as to her internal government—T like the 
idea of Miniſters and Elders. The Elders, like Al. 


dermen, or Eldermen, of a city, ſhould be repre- 


.  ſentatives of the younger members of the Church, 
whoſe general approbation ſhould at all times be 
attended to, Government ſhould be a delegated 
buſineſs, and a few, well choſen; always accom- 
pliſh the beſt work. Now it ſhould reſt with theſe 
to attend to the management of the congregation, _ 
while the people at large ſhould be heard on every 
juſt occaſion : propoſing no other terms of commu- . 
nion among their members than what the word of 


Bod demands; Repentance towards God, and 


| faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt;“ that they 
ſhould be perſons of a godly life and found faith.” | 


Again, I would not only fatedly admit ſuch, but 
all others alſo of the like deſcription, who wiſh for 
occaſional communion, Thus far the government, 
T conceive, muſt and ſhould be congregational, all 
Chriſtians being beſt known at home. But how 
are theſe different churches or bodies to be beſt 
| kept as one ? AY firſt I would ſeek for thoſe 
| Miniſters 


Cot * 


„ | 
of the Goſpel will never ſuffer. them to faule, on, 

in other words, as with too many, o lounge at hmm. 
l am ſure ſuch alone will prove the inftruments o- 
revive the life of religion in any declining age 


of the Church. Now theſe men will not mean 
ly attempt to make a a comfortable neſt for 


richer church, and permit the poorer congragations 


be ſtarved to death. As ſoon as a ſet of mea | 
« who are loyers of their own ſelves,” ate permit- 
tell to eut and carve for themſelves, and ſeize the 


 fatteſt paſtures they can provide on their own be- 
half, the work of God may be faid to be in an 
obſtrudted and # diſeaſed ſtate. I adviſe, theres 


fore, that men ſaould be ſought for who love an 


union, and are of a primitive and apoſtolic ſpirit ; 
men who can now act among Chriſtians ſunk into 


practical heatheniſin, as the primitive Chriſtians an 
NENT: the heathens of the dey. Wiz: 


I would #dviſe alle that ths Elders ſhould be att 
of them men of prayer, and great ſpirituality ; ; ſuch 
as are fit to aflift the Miniſter in examining people 


for the communion, ſuch as could occafionally drop : 


the word of exhortation or advice when called upon 


to viſit Sunday Schools, by inſtructing both the pa- 


rents and their ehildren ; ſuch as are fond of reſort- 


4 


themſelves, while they feaſt upon the ſpoils of a - 
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lis hoſpitals and priſons, and all the abodes of 
- human woe, and attentive above all things with 
other ſubordinate ſervants of the Church, com- 
monly called Deacons, as they may be wanted, to 
ide poor of their own communion, agreeable to - 
we facred injunction, © eſpecially unto ſuch as 
re of the houſhold of faith.” In ſhort, let theſe. 
examine themſelves, let them be examined by the 
. word of God on behalf of the congregation whom- - 
© they are deſigned to repreſent, and for whom they 
act, if, agreeable to 1 Tim. iii. they are fully ſuch 
as the ſacred volume deſeribes, and. a thouſand 
- ſuch Elders as theſe will never ſtand in the way 
of the Miniſter of the word, but may greatly aſſiſt 
him in an every e of. his work... | 
St, Now this I conceive, was the api dn „ 
primitive times. Every hand and every heart was 
engaged according to the ability God had given 
to each: and what was the privilege of all, was 
made the more immediate duty of others; ſome of 
the Seniors or Elders, Servants or Stewards, being 
aſterwards more ſolemnly ordained or appointed to 
. the work on account of their gifts and 4 o 
„ at arg: 


But to look a little further into the model BE - 
eſtabliſhed in Scotland, and in many reſpects there 


cannot 


Em. 


cannot by a better, and the more likely adit wth. 
ful, as being congenial to the minds and precon- 
ceptions of the people: I ſhould ſuppoſe it would 
bs truly profitable, if onee every week, the Mini 
ters and Elders and others, meet for mutual con- 
verſe, for private prayer and conſultation, for the 
general good. I would next fuppoſe that theſe, | 
joined with other churches in connexion, either ' 
by quarterly, half yearly, or annual meetings, as 
prudenee might beſt deviſe, for the purpoſes of ge- 


neral conſultation between ſuch delegates of thoſe _ _ 


different aſſemblies for the good of the whole, 
and to ſettle the exchange of Miniſters, which, 
eſpecially in an infant work, I would ae! re. | 
co commend, and that ee reaſons. Lat 


| Br Miniſter is not entally gifted, and wan Gat 
have a ſufficient variety ſtatedly to labour in the 
ſame place, while he may move excellently as an 
itinerant, If, therefore, his ſtated labours might 
be injurious to himſelf and detrimental to the cauſe, 


| ſuch removes are but acts of kindneſs to the | 


preacher, who, though of leſs ability, may be quite 
-m to others i in the n and eee 


| 15 this ak of wa men of 1 
| powers and i ſuperior abilities, vaſtly ſurprize and 
7 2 | animate, 


(m) 


animate, while they move from ies to place,” + 
know that itinerant preaching has done wonders in 
our land, and this was God's primitive deſign, that 
his Miniſters ſhould go about preaching as | 
where that men ſhould repent.” 


But I nid further obſerve, that while the 
Y Primitive Church was very frequent in the admi- 
niſtration of the communion, and while I con- 
ceive every private congregation ſhould communi- 
cate at leaſt every month, yet upon ern 
meetings a general communion would bave a love- 
5 * en appearances. UA 


Wies any obſervations necefiiey reſpefing 8 
the mode of conducting the public worſhip, it 
might be / hinted that it is no where preciſely re- 
vealed how it ſhould be carried on, but like other 
© things left to the judgment of the worſhippers, as 
far as time and circumftances may admit, by giv- 
ing us but the outlines of what they did : namely, 
that the word of God was read, preached and ex- 
pounded, that prayer was made in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and the praiſes of God were offered 
up in pſalins and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs. Now 
1 conceive the Bec metbes of nene public 
5 Theſe general communions have” late been adopted in 
| $12 aſſociated bodies i in Nw : 
worſhip, 


1 


cms). 


worſhip, as alſo of adminiſtering the en 85 
is, upon the whole, ſo very decent, primitive and ſo+ | 
lemn, that it would be impoſſible to improve it, and 
an unjuſt reflection to attempt it. I have already 
dropt ſome hints reſpecting lecturing or expound- - 
ing, it is the moſt rational and infruQve method 5 
of © cauſing” the people to underſtand the word,” 
aud 1 heartily adviſe a ſeribus Adberaton to 0 
2195 excellent rule, 


ut iet of Me "3 mal 16: AS. 
confeſs my ſurprize at their notorious want of im- 
provement in that moſt bleſſed and delightful part 


of divine worfhip, and the ſtrange prejudices which ON 


have been taken up even by a ſerious and think- 


ing people, againſt _ OY 3 9 8 
n / 


«New I newer: luer 4 | Scots Miniſler aa © tes” 
poli to offer up to God an Ola Teftament prayer, 
merely becauſe it was he language of inſpiration ; 
and very rarely have I heard of the uſe even of the 
Lord's Prayer, as'not being ſuficiently New Tefl. 

tament language : for that reaſon I myſelf omitted 
it when 1 ſhould have been glad to have uſed it. 
| Yet how oſten has it been urged that the Pfalms | 
| of David, being the language of inſpiration, are the 
| eee ee praiſe, Bat 
| | why | 


J 
why C Old Teſtament language while wepraiſe, and 


nothing but the pureſt New Teſtament language 
while we pray? Are they not both equally to be 


conceived moſt ſolemn acts of our devotional wor- 
ſhip before God ? Why then ſhould not the ſame 


rule hold for both? And again, taking care that 
de flights of poetry might not lead from the lan- 


guage of inſpiration, * what a tranſlation of the 


pfalms into Engliſh metre ! Is it metre ? Is it 


poetry ? Is it Engliſh ? why, for ſuch a reaſon, are 
we to ſerve God in ſuch diſtorted language when 


ve fing, and yet attempt a ſtyle ſo different when | 


we Tn and pray ? 


But ſhall this bt our revering the pſalms 5 


E David as our beſt guide in pſalmody even 
under the New Teſtament diſpenſation ?- Cer- 
tainly not. I believe in no parts of Scripture have | 

ve ſo much of Chriſt as in thoſe ſacred hymns; 


and that a better model cannot be given for our | 


| preſent offering of ourſelves before God in that 


part of divine worfhip. The pſalms of David are 
rich in the language of perſonal experience, of 


' . humble devotedneſs, of childlike ſimplicity, of deep 
humility, of ſearching into the glories of our 


Chriſt; they are honey dropping out of the honey 5 


comb,“ and from theſe all our modern bymn- makers ; 5 ö 
| borrowed their richeſt 6 and the nearer 


that 


, I 175 1 : 
that compoſition. i 0 the lingaighof celgital | in. 
ſpiration, as now underſtood under the New Tef- - 
tament diſpenſation, thy "ls taſte, i is. "given, 155 5 
. | | {5 


But till <a + to com» 4, : 


poſe and ſing a New-Teſtament hymn as to offer R 


up a Ney - Teſtament prayer? Are we bound to 
read over the ſermons of Moſes in Deuteronomy, 


and the ſermons of the Prophets, becauſe they ars 

inſpiration? when we are told © the leaſt of tb 
kingdom of heaven is greater than they.” While 
therefore, I admire the attachment of the people 
of Scotland to the pure word of God, I ſhould. 

humbly truſt that the congregation; at the Union 
Church, in point of pſalmody alone will ſet thema 
better, a more ſcriptural example, in ſinging the 
praiſes of our God more in Es. 5 thy. 
me Fame ann, 5 


5 2 
: | wy 


Ws, are of = leſs SG * 7 
ſenſe; I therefore ſay leſs againſt what they call k 


| ſinging, though in general, it is not ſinging, ner 
yet even © making a joyful noiſe to the Lord, # for: NT 


it is in general, a doleful noiſe ine 


"Mow if finging be the e of God, . oe 
mould it not be well performed ? Some indeed 
haye ſu 1 that 3 W and groan- 


5 : e *. 


(v6). 


1 deretivn in prefer; end 
' from a patity of reaſoning may have coneluded alſo 


in favour of this moſt barbarous way of ſinging; but 


| while others have ears and any taſte: or judg- | 


ment for muſical ſounds, ſuch ſort of pſalmody, i in- 


lead of adding to their devotion tunnot we eneits 
"ow extreme nn, | 


onen ſides extremes Gould 468 avoilied; 54 
| Concertos, and oratorios are never fit for the pub- 
he worſhipping aſſembly. Singing tnay be ſtrong 
and good, yet imple, plain and neat, fo that all 
may join. Charms of theſe ſorts are from God 
bimſelf, they ſoften and ſoothe the mind, producing 
« moſt happy preparatory frame for future good. 
Many a blefſ& evidence have I known of this forti _ 
© they have been firſt ſoftened by the hymn, wad 
A „„ 


Perhaps I lancnt what way be ſuppoſed te to be 
of leſs cohſcquetice fill, I mean the „ure of fing- 
ing. Now this act of divine worſhip is an immediat# 
addreſs to Deity himſelf, the poſture i is ever men- 
"Honed as that of anding, nay, Angels are deſeribed 
as lying proftrate in praiſe. Sitting is a lovely 

lazy poſture for an act of ſuch high devotion: many 
Churches have latel y reformed in this mn; and 
12 leave to wo the hint. 


60 17 * | 
- | Yet forge 1-all-prefni Grind the ſpirit and 


e thet Waun n cd une en. 75 


other Goſpel Churche es, daten bumble atzetopt * 5 
1 e Ga ea ts eftabliſh oe 
- a new work where has gran of en are 1 ; 
3 N provided. 8 | 


Aa n p , 2 
* x . 
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Vos theſe T wonld altetiolarl} advide, bes 


225 called. in providence to preach, themſelyes 5 


to attend upon the pureſt and beſt Goſpel Mini- 


ſters who may reſide in thoſe parts. Perhaps theſs, ' 5 


Uke che liberal principles of the Church of Relief, % 
may relax in their terms of communion, and de- 
mand nothing more than what the Scripture de- 
mands, Faith and Repentance, Wherever they on- 
| quer bigotry they kill a monſter, and by this the) 


prove, inſtead of attempting to ſet up another party, 
they wiſh to pull down a pare he in all that” os 


| Chriſtians may be al os obne 
They neg ack tbe told with what 3 nd 
| purity: of conduct they ſhould ever act, proving 
themſelves willing to take up every croſs, and ſub- 85 
mit to every mortifying difficulty ; nor yet to be 
reminded. how. much the Miniſter is marked at 
ROS by the A family who may give bim bis 
ts A. heart 


4 d l a 

| ſhould deeply remember that he is the holy mor- | 
' tified follower of a moſt merciful crucified Media- 

tor, He has no will of bis own, his heart is abſorbed = 

io the will of God: ther re he eats the moſt hum 
dle fare with the moſt thankſul ſpirit, he knows no- a 

thing of himſels, OE 3 His 228 hid, | 

with n in God. 
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| Ai ie jets, Ruin, 
2 Redemption, Regeneration; Theſe are the doc- 
. wines which humble the ſinner, exalt the Saviour, 
And promote holineſs. He has no ſneering refleg- - 
e ons againſt auy party; mere parties are bend” 
his notice. When theſe are more righteous they ; 
will be more liberal, and as to politics, to theſe he 
is quite a dead mun.“ He preaches up a ſeriptu- 
ti obedience: to . . . ſor he 
1 8 uber in he e * | 7 


=. * nern. 

* ert: as enemies to Church and State, merely becauſe they are 
i enemies to the deadnefs and formality of ſome, and the rotten 
+ heatheniſh ſyſtem broached by others. The deſign of this is to 
render them'odious and feſpefted by the public. The tongue of, | 
 malice-was not wanting in the ſame charge againſt me when in 
te North, and the beſt method to conſute the ſlander is to call 

_ forth the flanderers to prove the fact. It is a ſtrange circum- 
Nance- that'a'man ſhould be accuſed of a crime which he bim. 
ne meant to commit. 5 
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In the flyle of his preaching it is in ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity, and far ck 5 that 
worſt of evils © yLEsRLY W isn.“ He weltknows , 
1 dis Bible and his own heart; and ſpeaks from a 
FA Ane experience ooneerning the glories of that 
- Goſpel © which hs been the power of Godto th 
ration of his hae Tue”... e,, 


£ - = 4 


Ia delivering his ſabje@, "at hon all things, | 
the benefit (of living near to God ;” and while 
others tire themſelves and their hearers, by heating 
cut a ſermon by the mere dint of labour and pain- 
ful application; under ſuch a ſpirit as he enjoys, 

the ſubject itſelf appears to his mind clear, lucid, 
and glorious, If he feels well, he will he enabled to 
ſpeak well. And, while. his ſpirit is thus under 
an undtion from the Holy One,” the word will 
come with power.” He will little miad the - 

Sar nh aden . e 5 
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e OE 4 „ 
lity, was lamenting to the late Dr. Price, the diſſolute mannes 

of the people belonging to a neighbouring Borough, and aſked - 

bis advice, what he conſidered as the beſt plan to accompliſh | " HE 
their immediate reformation, The Doctor's advice was, ſend © CY 
tem an enthufiaft :, and the Nobleman a&tually gave the Poster 925 
a commiſſion to provide them a ſuppoſed enthuſiaſt for the pur- 

poſe eee, 


Aaz. Fi - es: 
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"a it, while he has “ the wiſdom that is this 
above, which i is pure, eaccable, gentle, eaſy. to 
be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits.” And 
by ſuch a ſpirit as this. wiſdom will be juſtified 
5 of all ber children: . Foejudics highly raiſed, n 


7 iboogh it ere in dein from bis pen, thet 6 Method- | 
' iſm, as he called it, was a barbarifm is religion, i ſyſtem of faith 
that ſours the temper, and is a ſervice of forms ſupplanting mo- 
me.“ The erna epoligy eee o-ſeooind edhion, to. 
. omit the illiberal and unjuſt ccuſation, een re- 
5 trading his miſtake. 
„ dne inflance among wany, to prone bow 3 
people deſerve'to be credited in their boaſted preteiifions to can- 
dour and liberality of ſentiment ; end while they can arrogate to 
_ themſelves the excluſive compliment of THz xATIONAL Dia- 
TER, they as irrationally tell you alſo, that what they call en- 
_ thuſiaſm, can bring a ſet of wild irrational a to a hoh. 
beer d rational behaviour. 
A them it return, what opt ey can produce from 
among the ignorant and profane? They are ſtartled at the queſ - 
tion. To expect a convert were almoſt an impeachment of the 
' rationality of their ſyſtem; it is enough for them if they keep 
ſuch as already tread in the paths of virtue from running into the 
ways of vice. Mighty doings truly! Would the Phyſician be 
able to procure a fingle fee by his profeſſion, if he had only to 
boaſt that he did not pretend to cure  the-fick, but ſuch as be 
| found well, he kept well. Nothing offends one like the ſuper 
Cilio pride of a people whoſe preachings and publications are 
not only uſeleſs, but abundantly. worſe. Who can be ſurpriſed 


that the admirers of a Prieſtley and a Belſham, terminate their 


: N wretched progreſa in error by a deliberate avowal of deiſm itſelf! 
8 . can be * in fad . 25 
ö as 


e 


* 


itlelf will ben make the compariſon between 
66 the 2 and the vile, " the Miniſters who are 
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what i is called Lay Preaching®, by ſuch.a condugt 
will ſoon be ſilenced. Let God make ſuch Mini- 
ſters, and let bis Churches humbly and thankfully ' 
accept them, and oſſuredly they will be proſperous. 
Theſe will be made the happy inſtruments of a 
grac ious revival wherever it is needed ; and under 
ſach an influence, the churches, without any de- 
gree of difficulty, will naturally drop into good 


and primitive order; and when they in return be- 


gin to become cold and formal, ſelf-intereſted and 
fall of themſelves, they will decline as others have 
done. They will get into diſputes and eabals, and 


| ſink into the ſpirit of the world, and thus be ren- 


dered worſe hom uſeleſs, till God ſhall we raiſe | 


+7Tdo think hut” the ok Clogs nd Las as. „ 


than moſt people are aware of; and if the people who love their 


Bibles read the New Teſtament, withaut- the preſuppoſed ale 
tinctions of different ſects and parties, they would e un- 
— is Ws ON % 


"*; 


generally underſtood, are more nearly allied to the tricks of Rome 
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Thus, 1 all ages, - the ck of God bas 
| known their waxing and waining days; and it 
-. ſhould at all times be obſerved, that the very va- 
rious forms of Church Government under which 
it has ſubſiſted, have had their ſeaſons of proſpe- 
rity and decline. As, thereſore, the great Head 
of the Church never reſtricted his moſt 'merciful 
operations, but has left his own diſciples to deter- 
mine theſe lefler matters, according to the general 
rules already given in his word; we act like him 
when we join with them who partake of his bleſſed 


image, and find it in our hearts to hold Chriſtian 
and Miniſterial communion with them who hold | 


ſacred and intimate. communion with him. Thus 


a me Fare,” ny devoted io his ſer- D 


FOR. i 


* 


